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LETTER L. 



DEAR SIR, 



Frankfort. 



j^&st^INCE my return from Darmftadt, 
*)( ^ ps( ^ e weather has been fo very bad, 
&3G3t -*( that I haye pafled the time moftly 
at home. That I may obey your injunc- 
tions to write regularly at the dated pe- 
riods, I will fend you the fubftance of a 
converfation I had within thefe few days 
with a foreigner, a man of letters, with 
Vol. II. B whom 
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• * « • . . . 

whom I am in a confiderable degree of in- 
timacy. 

This gentleman has never been in Eng- 
land, but he fpeaks.tfie language. a little, 
underftands it very well, and has ftudied 
many of our beft Authors. - He faid, 
that ha had found in fome Englifh books, 
a folidity of reafoning, and a ftrength of 
expreflion, fuperior to any thing he had 

met with elfewhere ; — that the Englifh 
hiftory furnifhed examples . of patriotifm 
and zeal for civil liberty, equal to what 
was recorded in the Greek or Roman 
ftory ; — that Englifh poetry difplayed a 
fublimity pf thought, and a knowledge of 
the human heart, which no writings, an- 
cient or modern, could furpafs; and in 
philofophy it was pretty generally allowed, 
that, the Englifh nation had no rival.— He 

i 

then mentioned the-improvements made by 
Engliflimen in medicine and other arjfs, 
their fuperiority in navigation, commerce, 
and. manufactures ; and even hinted fome- 
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thing in praife of a. few Englifh ftatefmen. 
He concluded his panegyric by faying, 
that thefe confiderations had given him the 
higheft idea of the Englifh nation, and had 
led him to cultivate the acquaintance of 
tnany Engli&men whom he had occafion- 
ally me^ oh their travels. But be frankly 
acknowledged, that his connection with 

thefe had not contributed tofupport ths 
idea he had fgrmed of their nation. . 

■ As I had heard fentiinents of the fame 

i 

kind infinuatedijy others, I replied at fome 
length, obferviog, that if he had lived in 
the moft brilliant period of Roman gran- 
deur, and had accidentally met with a few 
Romans in Greece or Afia, and had formed 
his- opinion of that illiiftrious common- 
wealth from the conduit and coriverfatian 
of -thefe travellers, his ideas would, in all 
probability, have, been very different from 
thofe* which theiwritings of Livy, Csefar, 
Cicero,: and Virgil, ihad given him of . the 
Roman people : — that the manners and 

B'2- behaviour 
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behaviour of the .Few Englifh he might 
lave met abroad, fo far from giving him a 
juft view of the character of the whole 
nation, very poflibly had led him to falfe 
conclufions with regard to the character of 
thofe very individuals. For that I myfelf 
had known many young Englifhmen, who, 
after having led a diffipated, infignificant 
kind of life while on their travels, and 
while the natural obje&s of their ambition 
were at a diftance, had changed their con- 
dud - entirely upon their return, applied to 
bulinefs aa eagerly as they had formerly 
launched into extravagance, and had at 
length become very ufeful members of the 
community. 

But, continued I, throwing this con- 
fideration out of the queftion, the real 
chara&fcf of a people c*n only be ^ifcovere4 
by living among them on a familiar fopting, 
and for a confiderable time.: This> i&.xut^ 
ceflary before we can form a juft idea of 
any nation j but perhaps more fo with 

refpedt 
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refped to the Engliflh, than any Other : for 
in no nation are the education, fentimentf, 
and purfuits of thofe who travel-, fo differ- 
ent from thofe of the people who remain 
at home. 

The firft clafs is compofed of a few in* 
valids, a great many young .men raw from 
the univerftty, and fomc idle men of for- 
tune, void of ambition, and incapable of 
application, who, every now and then, 
faunter through Europe, becaufe they 
know not how to employ their time at 
home. 

The fecond clafs is made up of younger 
brothers, who are bred to the army, navy,, 

the law, and other profefiions ; — all who 
follow commerce, are employed in manu- 
factures, or farming j — and, in one word, 

■ * 

all who, hot being born to independent 

fortunes, endeavour to remedy that incon- 
veniency by induftry, and the cultivation 
of their talents, 

B 3 England 



6 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 
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England is the only country in Europe 
whofe inhabitants never leave it in fearch 
of fortune. There are, moderately fpeak- 
ing, twenty Frenchmen in London for 
every Englifhman at Paris, By far the 
greater part of thofe> Frenchmen travel to 
get, money, and almoft all the Englifh to 
fpend it. But we fhould certainly be led 
into great errors, by forming an idea of 
the character of, the French nation from 
that of the French fiddlers, •dancing-mat- 
ters^ dentifts, and valet- dechambres to be 
met with in England, or other parts of 
Europe. 

The gentleman acknowledged, that it 
would be unfair to decide 6n the French 
chara&er from that of their fiddlers and 
dancing- matters; hut added, that he did 
jiot perceive that the, Englifti could reafon- 
ably complain, fhould foreigners form an 
opinion of their national character from the 
men of fortune, rank, and the moft liberal 
education, of their ifland. 

I an- 
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' I anfwered, they certainly#would; becaufe 
-youtig men of high rank and great fortune 
/carry a fet of ideas along with them from 
their infancy, which* very often difappoint 

the purpofes of the beft education. r Let 

a child of high rank be brought up with 
all the care and attention the mod judi~ 
sious parents and matters can give; — let 
him be told, that perfonal qualities alone 
can make him truly refpedlable ; — that the 
fortuitous circumftapces of birth and for- 
tune afford no juft foundation for efteem j 
—that knowledge and virtue, are the true 
Sources of honour and happinefs i— that 
idlenefs produces vice, and mifery ;— that 
without application he cannot acquire know* 
ledge ; — and that without knowledge he 
will . dwindle into infignificance, in fpit* 

of rank and fortune : Let thefe things 

J3e inculcated with all the power of per-*- 
fuafion ; let them beilluftrated by example^ 
and infinuated by fable and allegory ;*-? 
yet, do we not daily fee the effect of ^11 this 
„•.. B 4 ccunter* 
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countera&ed by the infinuations of fervants 
*nd bafe fycophants, who give an import* 
% ance to far different qualities, and preach a 
jttuch more agreeable do&rine ? 

They make eternal allufions in all their 
difcourfe and behaviour to the great eftate 
the young fpark is one day to have, and the 
great man he muft be, independent of any 
effort of his own. They plainly infinuate, t 
if they do not dire&ly fay it, that ftu Jy and 
application, tho' proper enough for hofpital 
boys, is unneceflary, or perhaps unbecoming, 
a man of faflaion. They talk with rapture 
of the hounds, hunters, and race-horfes of 
one great man ; of the rich liveries and 
brilliant equipage of another ; and extol, 
' above all others, thofe who poffefs that firft 
©f virtues, liberality to their fervants* They 
tell their young matter, that his rank and 
eftate entitle him to have finer hounds* 
horfes, liveries, and equipage than either, 
and to be more liberal to his fervants ; and 
confequently a greater man in every refpedh 

This 
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Tim kind of poiftm, being often poured 
upon the young fprouts of fortune and qua- 
lity* gradually blafts the vigour of the 
plants, and renders aH care and cultivation 
ineffe&uaL 

If we fuppofe that dojneftics of another 

• • 

character could be placed about a boy of 
high rank, and every meafure taken: to in* 
fpire him with other (entiments ; he can- 
not ftir abroad, he cannot go into company^ 
without perceiving hi* own importance, 
and the attention that is paid to him. Hi* 
childiftv pranks are called fpirited actions; 
his pert fpeeches are converted into boa 
mots ; and when reproved or punifhed by 
his parent or mafter, ten to one but fome 
obfequious intermeddler will tell him that 
he has faffered great injuftice. 

The youth, improving all this to the puj> 
pofes of indolence and vanity, arrives at 
length at the comfoftable perfuafion, that 
ftudy or application of any kind would in 

him 
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him be fuperfluous ; — that he ought only 
to feek amufement, for, at the bleffed age 
of twenty-one, diftin&ion, deference, ad- 
miration, and all other good things, will be 
added unto him. 

A young man, on the other hand, ,who 
is born to no fuch expectations, has no fy- 
cophants around him to pervert his under* 
Handing ; — rwhen he behaves improperly, 
he inftantly fees the marks of difapprobation 
on every countenance.: — he daily meets 
with people who inform him of his faults 
without ceremony or circumlocution. — He 
perceives that nobody cares for his bad hu- 
mour or caprice, and very naturally con- 
eludes that be had beft correct his temper. 
•— He finds that* he is^apt to be neglected in 
company, and that the only remedy for this 
inconveniency will be the rendering himfelf 
agreeable. — He loves affluence, diftindtion, 
and admiration, as well as the rich and 
great; but becomes fully convinced that he 
pan never obtain even the fhadow of them, 

otherwife 
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otherwife than by ufeful and ornamental 
acquirements. The truth of thofe precepts, 
which b proved by rhetoric and fyllogifm. 
to the boy of fortune, is experimentally felt 
by him who has no fortune; and the dif- 
ference which this makes is infinite. 

Sp that the fon of a gentleman of mo- 
derate fortupe has a probability of knowing 
m<5re of the world at the age of fixteen, and 
of having a jufter notion of people's fenti- 
ments ; of him, than a youth of .very .high 

rank at a much more advanced age j for it 
is very difficult for any perfon to find out 
that he is defpifed. while he continues to be 
flattered. 

So far, therefore^ from being furpnfe<J 

that diffipation,v weaknefs, and ignorance, 

4 are fo prevalent among thofe who are borq, 

to great fortunes and high rank, we ought 
to be aftoniflied to fee fo great a number of 
men of virtue, diligence, and genius, among 
them as there b. And if the number be 
proporcionably greater in England than in 
- % any 
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any other country, which I believe ia the 
cafe, this mud proceed from the impartial 
difcipline of our public fchools, and the 
equitable treatment which boys of the 
greateft rank receive from their comrades. 
Sometimes the natural, manly fenti merits 
they acquire from their fchool companions, 
ferve as an antidote againft the childifh, fo- 
phiftical notions with which weak or 3e- 
figning men endeavour to infpire them in 

after-life. 

The nature of the Britifh conftitution 
contributes alfo to form a greater number of 
men "of talents among the wealthy and the 
great, than are to be found in other coun- 
tries ; becaufe it opens a wider field for am- 
bition than in any other government ;— and 
ambition excites thofe exertions which pro- 
duce talents* 

But, continued I, you muft acknowledge 
{hat it would be improper to form a judg-» 
inent of the Englifti genius, by famplea 

taken from men who have greater tempta- 

> •■ 

tions 



1 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 13 

lions to indolence, and fewer fpurs to ap- 
plication, than others. 

My difputant dill contefted the point, and 
aflerted, that high birth gave a native dig- 
riity and elevation to the mind ; — that di£* 
tin&ions and honours Were originally in* 
troduced into families by eminent abilities 
and great virtues ;— that when a man of il- 
luftrious birth came into a company, or 
even when his name was mentioned, this 
naturally raifed a recollection of the great 
a&ions and fhining qualities of the eminent 
perfon who had firft acquired thofe hor 
nours ; — that a confeioufnefs of this mu£ 
naturally ftimulate t,he prefent poflfeflor xp 
imitate the virtues of his anceftors j— th# 
his degenerating would fubje&.him torthp 
hlgheft degree of cenfure, as the worlji 

« • 

could not, without indignation, behold uv 
dolence and vice adorned vyith the reward^ 
of a&ivity and virtue. 

I might have difpiuted this<affertipiv tfeft 

honours and tides are always the rewards of 

' IJ virtue;. 
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virtue; and cotild have produced abund- 
ance of inftances of the oppbfite propofi* 
tion. But I allowed that they often were fo, 
and that hereditary! honour's :in a family al- 
ways ought to' have, and fometimes had, 
the effect which he fuppofed : but thefe 
conceffions being made. in their fulleft ex* 
tent, ftill he would do injuftice to the Eng- 
}i(hy by forming^ a judgment of their nar 
tional character, from what he had obferved 
of the temper, manners, and genius < of 
thofe Englilhmeri with whom he had been 
acquainted in foreign countries; becaufe 
threer fourths of them were, in all proba- 
bility, men of fortune, without having fa- 
imly or high birth to boaft of; To that they 

-lurid -the- greateft- inducements to indolence, 
-without poflefllng the motives to virtuous 
exertions, which influence people of high 
rank, — For, 'though it rarely happened in 
other countries, it was very common in 
^England for men of all the various profef- 
fions and trades to accumulate very great 
; " w fortunes, 
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fortunes, which, at their death, falling to 
their fons, thefe young men, without hav- 
ing had a fuitable education, immediately 
fet up for gentlemen, and run over Europe 
in the chara&ers of Milords Anglois, game, 
purchafe pictures, mutilated ftatues, and 
miftrefles, to the aftonifhment of all- behold- 
ers : And, confcious of the blot in their 
efcutcheon, they think it is incumbent on 
them to wafh it out, and make up for the 
impurity of their blood, by plunging deeper 
into the ocean of extravagance than is ne- 
ceffary for a man of hereditary fafhion. 

Here our converfation ended, and the 
gentleman promifed that he would abide by 
the idea he had formed of the Englifh na- 
tion, from the works of Milton, Locke f 
and Newton, and the characters of Raleigh, 
Hambden, and Sidney. 
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A MONG the remarkable things in 
Frankfort the inns may be reckoned. 
Two in particular, the Emperor and the 
Red Houfe, for cleanlinefe, conveniency, 
and number of apartments, are fuperior to 
any I ever faw on the continent, and vie 
with our moft magnificent inns in Eng- 
land. 

* • 

At thefe, as at all other inns in Germany 
and Switzerland, there is an ordinary, at 
which the Grangers may dine and fup. This 
is called the Table. d'Hote, from the cir- 
cumftance of the landlord's fitting at the 
bottom of the table, and carving the vi&uals. 
The fame name for an ordinary is (till re- 
tained in France, tho' the landlord does not 

fit 
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j£ti*t t&e table, which, was the cadfd formerly 
in that country, and ftill. is the fcuftom in 

r 

Germany. ' 

— * * * 

■ There are no private lodgings to be had 

* 

here, as in London, nor any h6tels garnis, as 
in Paris. Strangers therefore 1 retain a part> 
raenW at the inn, during the ^vhole time of 
their fefidence in any of the towns. And 
travellers of every denomination in this 
cofcntr^, under the rank of fovereign prin- 
ces j make no fcruple of eating occafiorialty 

atthe Table d'Hdte of the inn where they 
lodge, which Hniftom is univerfally followed 
by Grangers from ever^ country 1 on the 
continent of Europe. * 

Many of our countrymen, however, "who 
defpife oecotiomy, and hate the company of 

r r « ' 

ftrangers, 1 prefer eating in their own apart- 
ments to the Table d*H6te, or any private 

table to which they 'may be invited. 

. . . ■ * • ■ • -» « . » • 

It would be arrogance in any body to dif- 

ptfte the fight which every free-born Eng- 

Vol. IL C liftman 
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Kfhmatr has . to follow his own inclination 
in this particular : Yet when people wifh Jfco . 
avoid the company of ftrangers,, it ftrikes 
me, that they might indulge their fancy as 
.completely at home as abroad ; and while 
ihey continue ia that humour, L cannpt 
help thinking that they might fave thenar 
felves the inconveniency and espence of 
travelling. ( 

The manners, and genius of nations, it is 
true, are not to be learnt r at inns; nor is 
the moft feledt company to be found at pub- 
lic ordinaries; yet a perfon of obferyation, 
and who is fond of the ftudy of character; 
will fometimes find inftru&ion and enter- 
tainment at both. He there fees the inha- 
bitants of the country on a lefs ceremonious 
fpoting than he can elfe where, and hears 

the remarks of travellers of every degree. 

The fir ft care of a traveller certainly 
ihould be, to form ah acquaintance and fome 
degree of intimacy with the principal pec 

r P Ie 
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pjte in every place where he intends to re- 
fide j— to accept invitations to their family 
parties, and attend their focieties ;— *to efi- 
tertain them at his apartments, when that 
can be conveniently done, and endeavour to 
acquire a juft notion of their government, 
cuftomd, fentiments, and manner of living. 
— vFhofe who are fond of the ftudy of man, 
which, with all due deference to the philo- 
fbphers who prefer that of beads, * birds, 
and butterflies, Is not unnatural philofophy, 
will mix occafionally with all degrees of 
people, and, when not otherwife engaged, 
will not fcruple to take a feat at the Table 
d'H6te. 

. It is faid that low people are fometimes 
to be found at thefe ordinaries. This to be 
fare is a weighty objection ; but then it 
fhould be remembered, that it is within the 
bounds of pofTibUity that men, even engaged 
in commerce, may have liberal minds, and 
may be able to give as diftindt accounts of 

C 2 what 
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what is worthy of observation, as if they 
had been as idle as people of the higheft 
fafhion through the fa hole of their Uvea. 
A man muft have a very turgid idea of Jiift 
own grandeur, if he cannot fubrok, in a 
foreign country, to dine at table with a 
perfbn of inferior rank ; efpecially as he 
will meet, at the fame time, with others of 
equal, or fuperior rank to hirafelf : for all 
etiquette of this nature ia waved even itX 
Germany at the.Tables d'Hqtesi 

A knowledge of the characters of men, 
as they appear varied in.dLBereiit fituatiooa 
and countries-— the ftudy of hutriln nature 
indeed in all its forms and modifications, h 
highly intereftiog to the mind, fefid worthy 
the atteiition of the greatfeft malt. This ia 
not to he petfe&ly attained in courts and 
palaces. The inveftigator of nature muft 

vifit her in humbler life, and put btrefelf 
on a level with the men whom he wi&es 

to know. 

. .. It 
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It is generally found, that thofe who 
poflefr real greatnefs of mind, neve? 
hefirate: ta overleap the; obftacles,, and de* 
ijwfe the forms, tv hich may ftaad in tho 
way ^of their acquiring this ufeful know* 
ledge*. *■ 

: vThi uioft powerful of ..all- arguments 
againft entirely declining, to ippear at itijt 
public table xy£ the inn, ' id, that in thife 

Dmitry it it.cuftomary for the ladies them* 
feives, when oh a journey, to eat there ; and 
my partiality for the Table d*H6te may 
#oflibIy be owing in fome degree to my 
having met, at one of them, with two of 
the handfomeft women that I have feeu 
fince I have been in -this country, which 
abounds in female beauty.. 

There is more expreffioA in the counte- 
nances of French women ; but the ladies in 
Germany have the advantage in the fairnefs 
jc£ their flan* and the bloom of their com- 
' plextoo. They have a greaifer refemblance 

C 3 to 
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to Englifh women than to French j yet they 
differ confiderably from them both.— I do 
ncit know how to give an ide^t of the rari* 
ous {hades of expreffioh, which, if I niiftake 
not, I can diftinguifh in the features of the 
fex in thefe three countries. 

A handfbme French woman, befides 
the eafe of her manner, has commonly a 
look of cheerfulnefs and great vivacity. — 
She appears willing to be acquainted with 
you, and feems to expert that you fhould 
addrefs her. 

The manner of an Englifh woman is 
not fo devoid' of reftraint; and allranger, 
efpecially if he be a foreigner, may ob- 
serve a look which borders on difdain in 
her countenance. Even among the lovelieft 
features, fomething of a fulky air often 
appears. % While their beauty allures, this 
in fome degree checks that freedom of ad*- 
drefs which you might ufe Jo the French 
woman, and iftterefts your -vanity more, by 

i 

giving 
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I 

giving the idea of the difficulties you have 
to conquer. 

A German beauty, without the fmart 
air of the one. or the referve of the other, 

► •* * » 

has generally a more placid look than 
either. 
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Frankfort* 



CEVERAL individuals here are fond of 
diftinguifhing themfelves by their paf- 

fion for the fine arts, and ftrangers are 
informed, that it is well worth while to vifit 
certain private colle&ions of paintings which 
are to be feen at Frankfort. 

You know I am no connoifleur ; and if 
I were, fhould not take up your time in 
defcribing them, or giving a criticifm on 
their fubje£t. For though I have feen them, 
you have not : and nothing, in my opinion, 
can be more unintelligible and tirefome to 
the Reader, than criticifms on paintings 
which he has not feen. I fliall only ob- 
ferve that as all thefe colle&ions have ac- 
quired the efteem and approbation of the 

proprietors. 
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prfcpfietbi*, whkhc I ^feftiiAe was the chief 
end of their dreatfon, thef'kte Certainly en- 
titled- CO rcfpwar fro® ^very unconcerned 
fpeaattfti'*-**^One of 'them in particular 
mnftbd Very valuable, on account of th6 
prodigious '.fifin. of money: which tfte pte*- 
ient ptoffeflbr was^offiwwj ft* it, attd wiicfc 
he refufed! as inadequate to its\ w$ftth'~ 
though* the fum oSerpS would have at onch 
»ade the gentlemin eafy in his tifcum* 
ftance$, which, I am %ry to fay, is far 
from being the cafe, Thh anecdote can- 
not be doubted^ for I had it from his own 
mouth. 

It is ftill more the falhion here to form 
qabinets of natural curiofities. Befidcs the 
repofitorieis of this kind, which are to be 
feen at the courts of ihe princes, many in- 
dividuals all over Germany have mufeums 
in their- houfes, and (hangers cannot pay 
their court better, than by requefting per- 
miffion to fee them. This would be aq 
p*fy piece of politenefs, if the ftranger were 

allowed 
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allowed to take a vietir,, arid walk away 
when he thought proper* But the mif- 
fcrtune is, that the proprietor attends on 
thcfe occafions, atkL gives the hrftory of 
every piece of ore^ petrifa&ion, foflil-wood, 
and monfter. that is in: the colledioru And 
as this ie&ure is given gratis, he aifumes 
the right of making it as long as he pleafes •: 
fb that requeuing a light of a private col- 
lection of natural curiofities, is a more fe- 
rrous matter than people are aware of. 
. The Duke of Hamilton has brdught him- 
felf into a fcrape, out of which I imagine 
it will be difficult to extricate him. . Being 
unacquainted with the trouble which thefe 
gentlemen give themfelves on fuch .occa- 
fions, he has expreffed an inclination to 
three or four virtuofi to fee their cabinets. 
I attended him on his firft visitation yefter- 
day. The gentleman made an unufual 
exertion to pleafe his Grace. He faid, be- 
ing fully convinced of his tafte for natural 

philofophy, in which people of his high 

• * » «- 

rank 
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rank were never, deficient, he would there- 
fore take pleafure!to explain every particu- 
lar in the collodion with the greateft! deli- 
beration. He had kept himfelf difen gaged 
the whole forenoon on purpofe, and had* 
given orders not to be interrupted.. ;He 
then defcanted on each particular in -the 
colle&ion, with fuch minutenefs and pfetfe- 
verance, as completely fatiated his Grace's 
curiofity, and gave him fuch a knowledge 
of earths, cryftals, agates, pyrites, mar- 
cafites, petrifa&ions, metals, femi-metals f 
&c. &c. as will, I dare fwear, ferve him for 
the reft of his life. 



CaffeL 

« 
I began this letter at Frankfort, not fuf- 

pe£ting that our departure would be fo fud- 
den. But as the day approached on which 
we had been promifed the fight of another 
cabinet of curiofities, I found the Duke's 
impatience to be gone kicreafe every mo- 
ment. 
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merit. So fending our apology to the pro- 
prietors of two or three which he had afked 
permiflion to vifit, we paffed one day: 
*ith Madame de BarkhaufVs family*, end 
another with MriGogle's, and theft- bidh 
ding a hafty adieu to our other acquaint- 
ances at Frankfort* we fetj out for xkh 
place* We fl^pt the firft eight at Mar r 
burg, and on the fecond, about midnight, 
arrived at.C&ffti 

As tfre ground is quite cohered with feo#, 
the roads bad> and the polls king, we were 
obliged to take fix horfest fbr each chaife^ 
vrhich, after all, in feme places ihoved mb 
fafter than a couple of hearfes. The Duke 
bore this with wonderful ferenity, con- 
templating the happy evafion he had made 
frofti the cabinets at Fra®kft>rt. A flave 
who had efcaped from thfe mines Could not 
have ftiowh greater fatisfa&ion* His good 
humour remained, proof agawft all the 
phlegm and obftinacsyof the.Qer^njg^b 
lions, of which oee who ^>pot trarVellisd 

. ia 
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ia the e*tt«ftity of the* ypiiMftr, and v?htffc 
the roads are covered with ipqw 9 through 
this county, can form no ide ** 

The contraft of chara&et between the 
Stench and Germans ; ia ftrongly illuftnjtcd 
in. the bejwvkmr of the" poftilEons of the 
|wo countries. 

,-. A French poftilitofr is .gc&enally. either 
laughing, or fretting, or fingixig, or f wear- 
ing, all the time he is on die road. If a 
hill or bad rtiad oblige him to go flow, 
he will of a fudden fall a cracking his whip 
above his head' for a quarter of ah hour to- 
gether, with6tit rhyme or reafdn ; for he 
knows theiioffes cannot go a bitfafter, and 
he does not intend they fhould. All this 
noife and emotion, therefore, means no- 
thing ; and proceeds entirely from that ab- 
hbrrence of quiet which" every Frenchtnan 
fucks in with his mother's milk. 

. . r . 

A German poftillion, on the contrary, 

drives four horfes with all poffible tranquil- 

12 ' '- Iity. 
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lity. He neither- fings, * nor frets, ndr 
laughs : he only fmokes ; — and when he 
comes near a narrow defile, he founds his 
trumpet to prevent any carriage from enter- 
ing at the other end till he has got through. 
If you call to him to > go -f after, he turns 
about, looks you in the face, takes his pipe 
from his mouth, and fays, Yaw Mynheer, 
—yaw, yaw j and then proceeds exactly in 
the fame pace as .before. He is no way af- 
fected whether the road 7 be good or bad ; 
whether it rains, or Ihines, or fnows :— 
And he feems to be totally regardiefs of the 
people whom he drives, and equally callous 
to their reproach or applaufe. He has one 
objedt of which he never lofes fight, which 
is, to conduct your chaife and the contents 
from one pod to another, in the. manner 
he thinks bed for himfelf and the horfes* 
And unlefs his pipe goes, out (in which cafe 
he ftrikes his flint and rekindles it), he 
feems not to have another idea during the 

whole journey. 

Your 
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Your bcft way is to let him take his 
own way at firft, for it will come to that at 
laft.— All your noife and blufter are vain, 

Non vukus inftanris tyranni 

Mente quatit folida, neque Aufter , 

Dux inquieti turbidus Adriae 

Nee fulminantis magna Jovis manus *. * 

♦ Not the proud tyrant's fierceft threat, 
Nor ftorma that from their dark retieat 

The lawlefs forges wake ; 
Not Jove's dread bolt that lhakes the pole, 
•The firmer purpofe of his foal 
With all its power can (hake. 

Blacjclocke* 
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Op H E attention and civifites which are 
paid to the Duke of Hamilton by this 

court have induced lis- to remain longer 
than we intended at our arrival* 

• • - * * - 

As you feem curious 3 to know how we 
pafs pur time,tand the ftyle of living here, 
I fliall give you a fketch of one day, which, 
with little variation, may give you an idea 
of all the reft. 

We generally employ the morning and 
forenoon an ftudy. We go to the palace 
about half an hour before dinner is ferved, 
where we find all the officers, who have 
been invited, aflembled in a large room. 
The Landgrave foon appears, and conti- 
nues converfing with the company till his 

confort 
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confort arrives wkh the princefe Charlotte, 
aaad fuch ladies as they have thought pro* 
per to invite. 

The company then walk to the dining 
parlour, where there are about thirty co- 
vers every day, and the fatw number in * 
room adjoining. The door* beipg left cxpea 
between th$fe apartment*, the whole fonw 
in a manner but one company. The ftr*A-» 
gers, and*fuqb officers as are not under the 
rank of colonel, dine at their Highneffes 
table. 

The repaft cpntinues about two hours t 

during which the converfation is carried on' 

* ■ 

with fome little appearance of conftraint, 
and rather in a low voice, except when 
either of their Highnefles fpeaks to. any 
jperfon feated at a little diftance. 

After dinner the company returns to the 
room where they firft aflembled. In this 
they remain till the Landgrave retires* 
which he ufually does within about a quar- 

Vol.IL D ter 
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ter of an hour* Soon after, the company 
feparates till feven in the evening, when 
they again aflemble. 

The Landgrave plays conftantly at Ca- 
vaniolle, a kind of lottery, where no ad- 
drefs or attention is requifite, and which 
needs hardly interrupt converfation. It 
requires about a dozen players to make his 
party. 

The Landgravine plays at Q uadrille, and 
choofes her own party every night. — Other 
card-tables are fet in the adjoining rooms, 
for the convignieQcy of any who choofe to 
play. Th/gaming] continues about a cou- 
ple of hours. The Landgrave then falutes 
her Highnefs on both cheeks, and retires 
to his own apartments, while (he and the 
reft of the company go to fupper. At this 
repaft there is lefs formality, and of con- 
fequence more eafe and gaiety, than at 
dinner. 

When 
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When her Highnefs rifes from table, 
tnoft part of the company attend her up 
ftairs to a fpacious anti-chamber, where (he 
remain* converting a few minutes, and then 
retires* 

Thefe general forms are fotnetimes va- 
ried by a concert in the Landgrave's apart- 
ments. There are alfo certain days of 
Gala, which are only diftinguifhed by the 
company's being more numerous, and bet- 
ter dreffed, than ufual : two circumftances 
which do not add a vaft deal to the pleafure 
of the entertainment. 

• During the Carnival, there were two or 
three mafquerades. On thefe occafions the 
court aflemble about fix in the evening, the 
men being all in Dominos, and the ladies 
in their ufual drefs, or with the addition of 
a few fanciful ornaments, according to. the 
particular tafte of each. 

They amufe themfelves with cards and 
oonverfation till the hour of fupper. Dur- 

D 2 ing 
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ing this. interval, a gentleman of the court 
earries a parcel of tickets in his hat, equal 
to the number of men in company. Thefe 
are prefented to the ladies, each of whom 
draws one. Tickets in the fame manner 
are prefented to the men, xfrho take one a- 
piece, which they Iceep till the card-playing 
is finished. 

The officer then calls number One, up- 
on which the couple who are pofleffed of 
tjiat number come forward, and the gentle- 
man leads the lady into the fupper-room, 
fits by her, and is her partner for the reft 
of the evening. In the fame manner every 

other number is called. 
* * 

After fupper, all the company put on 

their mafks. Her Highnefs is led into 

the mafquerade room. The reft follow^ 

each lady being handed by her partner. 

The Landgravine and her partner walk tp 

the upper end of the room. — The next 

couple flop at a fmall diftaoee below 

them; 
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them,;, thf third next tp the fecond, and 
(b on/till thia double file Feaches from the 
top- to the bottom, of the hall. If there 
are v any fupernumeraries, they irraft retire 
to the fides.-*— From this arrangement you 
expert at country-dance : — a minuet how- 
ever is intended: — the mufuj begins, and 
all the markers on the floor, confifting of 
twenty or thirty couple* walk a, minuet 
together. Thia, which is rather a cpn? 
fufed affaif f being over,, every body fits 
down*' the. Landgra\dne excepted, who 
generally dances nine or ten minutes fuo- 
ceflLvelj? with a» many different gentlemen* 
She. then takes her feat till the reft of the 
company have danced minuets, which being 
over* the cotillons and country-dance* be- 
£*n, and continue till, four or five in the 
morning. 

Her Highnefs is; 91 very beautiful woman, 
gca^efol ia her perfon, and of a gay and 
ij^i&htly cl»ra&er. She i^ ia danger of 

D 3 growing 
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growing corpulent, an inconveniency not 
uncommon in Germany, but which fhe 
endeavours to retard by ufing a great deal 
of exercife. 

Befides the company who fup at court, 
the rooms were generally crowded with, 
mafks from the town, fome of whom are 
in fancy drefies, and keep themfelvcs con- 
cealed all the time. And although thole 
who dame from the court are known 
when they enter the mafquerade rooms, 
many of them flip out afterwards, change 
their drefs, and return to amufe them* 
fclves, by teafing their friends in their 
aflumed chara&ers, as is ufual at mas- 
querades. 

The country-dances are compofed of all 
perfons promifcuoufly, who incline to join 
in them.*— Two women of pleafure, who 
had come to pafs the Carnival at Cafle} in 
the exercife of their profeffion, and were 
well known to many of the officers, danced 

every 
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eycry mafquerade night in the country- 
dance, which her Highnefs led down ; for 
the mafk annihilates ceremony, puts every 
body on a footing, and not unfrequently 9 
while it conceals the face moft effe&ually, 
feryes fo much the more to difcover the real 
pb»ra&er and inclinations of the. wearer* 
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* CaffcL 

■Vf E X *T to the Ele&ors of the Empire, 
the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel is one 
of the greateft Princes in Germany; and 
even of thofe, the .Eledors of Bohemia, 
Bavaria, Saxony, and Hanover, only are 
richer and more powerful than he. His 
country is in general hilly, with a great 
deal of wood, but interfperfed with fertile 
vallies and corn-fields. The large fubfidies 
this court received from Britain during the 
two laft wars, with what is given in the 
time of peace, by way of retaining fee, have 
greatly contributed to the prefent flourifh- 
ing ftate of its finances. 

The reigning Prince forfook the Pro-* 
teftant faith about {wtnty years ago, an 4 

made 
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made a pubRc profeffioa of the Rom^n 
Catholic religion, ia the Kfe-ttme of the 
late Landgrave, his father. This gave 
great uaeafifief* to the old Prioc4, and 
alarmed his fubjeds, who are all Pro- 
teftants* 

The ftatea df the Landgraviate were a£ 
fembled on this important occafion, and 
fuch meafures taken as were judged necef- 
fary to maintain the religioa and conftitu- 
tion of the country againft any future at* 
tempt to fubvert them. The Hereditary 
Prince was excluded from all fhare in the 
education of t)ie ions, who were put under 
the tuition of the Princefa Mary of Great 
Britain, his firft wife, living at that time 
foparate from her huiband. The eldeft 
fon, upon his father's acceffion to the 
Landgraviate* was put in pofleflion of the 
county of Hanau ; fo that the inhabitants 
have felt no inconvemency from the change 
of their Prince's religion. And as he 

i$ himfelf 
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himfclf ha& reaped no earthly advantage, 
either in point of honour or profit, by his 
converfion, it is prcfuroable, that his High* 
nef&'s hopes are now limited to the rewards 
which may await him in another world. 

This Prince keeps on foot 16,000 men 
in time of * peace, difciptined according Jto 
the Pruffian plan, thp Landgrave bimfolf 
having the rank of Field Marital itv the 
Pruffian army- The Prince is fond of 
exercifing them ; but not having a houfe 
on purpofe, as the Prince of Heffe Darm-r 
ftadt has, he takes that amufcment when 
the weather is very bad in tt)e dining-room 
of his palace, where I have frequently- feen 
two or three hundred of th* firft battalion 
of guards perform their manoeuvres with all 
poflible dexterity f 

The Prince of Saxe-Gotha, brother to 
the late Princefs of Wales, has a regiment 
in the Landgrave's fervice, and rcfides at 
CaflW. 

The 
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The pcrfon who has the chief manage- 
ment in military affairs, is General Scliven, 
a man of an exceeding > juft and accurate 
understanding, which her has finely culti- 
vated by reading and refle&km. 

I have the happinefs to be intimately 
acquainted with many other officers in this 
Jfervice,— An open manner, and undefign- 
ing civility, diftinguifh the German charac* 
ter ; qualities which naturally banifh re- 
serve, and infpire confidence. And what 
makes the corjverfation of thefe gentlemen 
ftili more agreeable and interefting to *me, 
fs f the juft ice they feem fond of rendering 
to the bravery of the Britiih troops with 
whom they ferve^/ They always mention 
the names of Qrahby, WHMgrave, and 
JCingfley, with the higheft encomiums, 
and fpeajc with affe&ionate regard of fome 
officers with whom they were more in- 
timately acquainted, particularly Mr. Keith, 
now at Vienna, and Colonel John Max- 
well, whom they applaud as ones of the 

^braveft 
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hravoft and moft a&ive officers that fenred 
in ik$ allied army ; and feem food of men- 
tftooiog Jnftances of the amazing imtrepidity 
of tbie Brkitti grenadiers whom he com- 
manded* 

Befides thofe actually in the kaadgfaye's 
fervice, there are ibme other perfons o£ 
now who re fide at CafleL I foj^ettqie* 
pafs an afternoon with old General 2Uftf qw^ 
who had the command of the garrUba.of 
Schweidnitz, when it was furprifed by the 
Auftrian general Laudobn. 

If you *ecolle&, that important plao* 
had been taken from the Pruffians in the 
year i?$~j by Count Nadafti. it was 
blockaded by the King of Pruffia in the 
winter of that lame year, and furrendereij 
to him in fpring 1758, after one half of 
the g^rrifon had fallen in defending the 
pUce. In the year 1 76 1 Laudohn retook 
it, ahnoft in fight of the Pruffiau mQiWch, 
by tjie moft brilliant coup-de-main that 

perhaps ever was ftruck. 

The 
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The King** army and XaudcW* werfc 
both in the neighbourhood of Schweid- 
»te. The latter trfuld ifcot attempt a re- 
gular Aegq, whflle !hc was hatched fey fuch 
an enterprifing eneitoy. . But dbferving that 
tbe King had moned at a greater diftanoe 
than ufiial from die town, and knowing 
that more than one half of the garri&a had 
been drafted, be refol ved on an ewterprife 
a* bold as it was -fagacions* One warning 
tariy this vigilant commander,, taking thfe 
advantage of a thick fog, marched ilk army 
to the town of Schw<ekimtz in four ctfvi- 
ikma. So^Hng-Iadders were applied to the 
jracoparts* ao4 iome of the Auftriaes had 
anally enteral the town* before th$y were 
obferved by the centinek. 

The ganifhn, beioj at laft roufed, at- 
tacked the aflailaotf in a furiow mating.—- 
The confufipn was incmfed'by tfee Wowing 
Dp <of a powder magazine, which defhiayed 
great ©umbers on both (ides. The (?$v«r«- 
HDor was taken prifoner, fighting fwofd in 

hand 
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hand on the ramparts, and the town' fur- 
rendered. 

This exploit eftablifhed the reputation of 
Laudoho, while poor Zaftrow, according 
to the ufual fate of the unfortunate, be- 
came a prey to the calumny of the unfeel- 
ing and ungenerouft. He demanded a trial 
by a court martial.-— The King faid there 
was no occafion for that, as he did not ac~ 
cufe him of any crime.— -But he did not 
judge it expedient to employ him in any 
command after this misfortune. 

1 hate heard the old man relate all the 
particulars of that affair, and the account 
he gave has been confirmed to me by offi- 
cers well informed, and unconnected with 
him. 

A company of French comedians are 
lately arrived * here, which forms a new 
refburce for the court. They remain fix 
weeks, or two months. The Laftdgrave 
^ays them a ftipulated fum for acting twice 

a-week 
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arweek during that timer aud they have 

- t 

fcarcely any emolument befide ; for the 
inhabitants of Caficl, who are Calvin ids, 
fhew no great paflSon for dramatic enter- 
tainments. 

The playhoufc is neat, though fmaU. 
The front gallery, with a convenient room 
behind, is . appropriated > to the court. 
When the Prince or Princefe ftands up, 
whether between the a&s, or in the time 
of the reprefentation, all the audience, pit, 
box, and gallery, immediately arife, *nd 
remain in a Handing pofture till their fove~ 
reign fit down. 

Since the arrival of thefe players, the 
court has been uncommonly brilliant, and 
the Gala days more frequent. Yefterday 
was a very fplendid one. I then obferved 
in the drawing-room two perfons, neither 
of whom is a Heffian, falutiqg eafch other 
with great politenefs and apparent regard. 
A little after, one of them touched my 
fhoulder, and, pointing to the other, 

whifpered 
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whifpered in my ear*— Prenez garde, Mon- 
fieur, de cet homme j e'eft un graod co- 
quin. 

The other within a few minuted came 
to me, faying, Croyez vous, Monfieur, que 
vouz puiffiez reconnoitre un fon fi je vous 
le montrois ? — Le voila, added he, fhowing 
the perfon who had whifpered me before. 

I have been fince told, by thofe who 
know both, that each had hit exa&Iy upon 
the other's character. 

This little trait I have mentioned merely 
on account of its Angularity, and to fliow 
you how very different the manners of this 
court, and the fentitnents of the courtiers 
here with regard to each other, are from 
thofe at St. James's. 
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Cafcl. 



*"pHE city of Caflel is fituated oa the 
river Fulda. It ccttfifts of an old and 
new town. The former is the largeft and 
inoft irregular. The new town is well 
tank; and there, as you may believe, the 
nobility and officers of the court have tt\efr 
feoufes. The ftreets are beautiful, but not 
dver-crowded with inhabitants. 

Befjdes the, large chateau in the town of 
Caflel, which is the Landgrave's winter 
irefidence, he has feveral villas and caftles 
in different parts of his dominions. Imme- 
diately without the town, there is a very 
beautiful building, in which he dwells for 
the moft part of the fummer. The apart- 

Vol. II. E ments 
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ments there are neat and commodious, fome 
of them adorned with antique ftatues of 
confiderable value. 

None of the rooms are fpacious enough 
to admit of exercifing any confiderable 
number of the troops within their walls ; 
but his' Highnefs fometimes indulges in this 
favourite recreation on the top of this villai 
which has a flat roof, mod convenient for 
that purpofe. 

Around this are fome noble parks. and 
gardens, with a very complete orangery; 
There is alfo a- menagerie, with a confer 
derable £ollc£tion of curious animals* I 
faw there a very fine lionefs, which h#9 
lately loft her hufband— an elephant— three 
camels in line condition, one of them milk) 
white, the other . twp grey, and mqcfy 
taller than the elephant ; — #n African de^ 
a fierce and lively animal, with a ikfri b^auj 
tifully'fpotted j — a very tall xeinrdecr-r-fet 
vera! leopards— a bear,^ and a great varijetjj 

- M - ,-, * Of 
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of monkics. The collection of birds is 

* * f . ■*... * < « 

ftill more coipplpte, a gre^t many of which 
are from the Eaft Indies, r 

* 

In the academy of arts, which is foliated 
in the new town, are fome valuable an- 
tiques, and other curiofities, among which 
is a St. John in Mofaic, done after a pidure 
of Raphael's, with the following infcription 
below it : 



IM4GINEM S. JOHAN>ueS 
EX ITALIA ADVENAM ' 
IN RARUM RAILffi INDUSTRIE HUMANE MONUMENJUM 

HANC COLLOCARI JUSSIT 
FREDERICUS II. «ASSLffi JLANDGR. _ 

A. MJXCCLXV. * 



< > * • 



But this art of copying paiiitings in Mo^ 
faic work, I underftand, has* of 'late been 
brOii'ght to a much greater degree ' of per-- 

Fedfcion at Rome, ' 

* , • - * • 
In theveftibule is placed the trunk of a 

laurel tree, with this infcription on the wall 

behiAd it : 

E 2 QVM 
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QUiE 

PER OCTO PRINCIPUM CATTORUM JSTATI& 

INAMiENIS INCLYl?! CASSEL * 

YJJUPARII SPATIAM FLORIST 

LAURUS 

ALT- CIRQITER LIV. LAT. IV. PED. RHENAN. 

AD TEMP0RA HEROUM 

SERENISS. DOMUS HASSLE 

CORONIS CINGENDA, 

5$NiO, SEt> NON IMPLORIS, EMORTUA 1ST 

NE VERO TOTA P£RIRET 

ARBOR APOLLINI SACRA 

TRUNCUM IN MUSEO SERVARI JUSSlt 

FREDERICUS II. H. L. 

A. M.D.CCLXIII. 

They alfo fhow a fword,, which was 
oonfecrated by the Pope, and feat to one 
of the Princes of this family at his fetting 
out on an expedition to the Holy Lajnd* 
^hat havoc this facred weapon madf 

• • • • ^ * 

amoqg the Infidels I cannot fay,-*-It has ^ 
very venerable appearance for, a foord* an4 
yet feems little the worfe for w^ar. . 

Near the old chateau, and a little tp on^ 
fide, is a colonnade of fmall pillars, lately 
built, and intended as an ornament to the 

5/ ancient 
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ancient caftle, though in a very different 
ftyle of architecture. The flitinnefs of their 
form appears the more remarkable on 
accduht of their vicinity to this Gothic 
ftru&ure. 

Soo*e time fince, a mountebank came to 
CaSei, who, befides many other wonder- 
ful feats, pretended that he could fwallow* 
and tfigeft ftones. A Heflian officer walk- 

ing before the chateau tfith • an Englifh 
gentleman, who then happened to be at * 
Cartel, a&ed him what he thought of 
the fine new colonnade ?— It is very fine in- 
eked, replied the ftfanger ; s but if you wifh 
it to be durable^ you ought* to take care 
. nbt to allow the mountebank to walk this 
way before breakfaft. 

Nothing in the country of Hefle is rtidr* 
worthy the admiration of travellers, thari 
the Gothic temple and cafcade at Wafen- 
ftein. There was originally at this place 
fcxr old building, which was ufed by the 
Princes of this family as a kind of-htmting- 

E 3 houfe. 
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houfe. It is fituated near the bottom of 
a high mountain, and has been enlarged 
and improved at different times. But the 
prefent Landgrave's grandfather, who was 
a prince of equal tafte and magnificence* 
formed, upon the face of the mountain 
oppolite to this houfe, a feries of artificial 
cjatara&s, cafcades, and various kinds of 
water-works, in the nobleft ftyle that can 
be imagined. 

• The principal cafcades are in the middle, 
and on each fide are flairs qf large black 
ftones of a flinty texture, brought from a 
rock at a considerable diftance. Each of 
thefe flairs cpnfifls of eight hundred fteps; 
leading from the bottom tq the fummit of 
the mountain; and when the works ar^ 
allowed to play,, the water flowing over 
them forms 4 two continued chains^ ; of 
fjnaller cafcades. {At convenient diftances* 
as you: afcend, are four platforms with a 
ipaciqus. bafon in each.; alfo grottos and 
saves, ornamented with fheli-work.ftatue* 

of 
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ef Naiads^ and fea divinities. — One grotto, 
io particular, called the grotto of Neptune 
and Amphitrite, is happily imagined, and 
jve\\ executed* 

. The water rufhes from the fummit of 
this mountain in various fhapes : — Some- 
times in detached, cafeades, fometimes in 
• 

large (beets like broad crystalline mirrors ; 
$t pne place it is broken by a rock con- 
fiding of huge ftones, artificially placed for 
that purpofe.— There are alfo fountains 
which ejeS the water in columns of five 
or fix inches diameter to a considerable 
height. 

AH this muft have a very brilliant effed 

»- 

„ when viewed from the bottom. This, 

fight, however, I did not enjoy : for there 

*"• * » 

has been a continued froft ever fihce we 
have been at Caffel ; and when I vifited 
Wafenftein, th$ fields were coyered with 
fnow, which did not prevent my going to the 
top, though, it made. the afcent^bj^the ftairs 
exceedingly difficult.. rr ,. • 

- E 4 On 
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On the htgheft part of th* ilioutttaift, « 
Gothic temple is built! and upon the top 
of that an obelifk, which is crowded by 
a coloffal ftatue of Hercules leaning on hi* 

club, in the attitude of the Farnefe Her- 
cules. This figure is of copper, and thirty 
feet in height. There is a ftaircafe within 
the club by which a man may afcend, and 
have a vifew of the country from a window 
at the top. 

Waferiftein, upon the whole, is infinitely 
the nobleft work of the kind I ever faw« 
I have been allured, there is nothing equal 
to it in Europe. It has not the air of a 
modern work, but rather conveys the idea 
of Roman magnificence. ' " 

' * . • 

We , think of leaving this within $ few 
days for Brunfwick, — I (hall not clofe my 
letter till we get to Gottingen, where we 
may probably (lay a fliort time. 

«" P. S. The I>uke and I took our leave of 
the court and our friends yefterday, an4 

actually 
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dually fet out from Caffel this morning ; 
but finding the roads entirely overflowed by 
the extraordinary (Welling of the Fulda, we 
were obliged to return. A great thaw for 
fame days paft diflblving the fnpw and ice, 
has occafioned this fwelling, and rendered 

the roads impaffable. 

1 

• After taking leave we could not appear 
again at court, but dined at one of the 
mefies with the officers.— F*om this party I 
Stm juft returned, and finding it uncertain 
when we may get to Gottingen, I fend 
to-night* 

Adieu. 
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Srunfwick. 

A S faon as the roads were paffable, we 
left Caflel, >'and , arrived*, not without 
difficulty and fdme -rifk, at Miinden, m 
town fituated iri.a vale* ; where : the Fiildaj 
bein£ jdihed £y ^another* river* takes thar 
name of the Wefer. / *\ 

This town feems to run fome danger 
from inundations. The road, for a con- 
jiderable way before we entered it, and 
the ftreets neareft the river, were ftill over*, 
flowed when we pafled. 

We went on the fame night to Gottin- 
gen, an exceedingly neat and well-built 
town, fituated in a beautiful country. The 
Univerfity founded here by George the 
Second has a confiderable reputation. We 

made 
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made but a fhort flay at Gottingen, and 
arrived about a month fince at Brunfwick. / 

The Duke of Hamilton had been expe&~* 
ed here for fome time, and was received 
by this court with every mark of attention: 
and regard. He was prefled to accept of 
apartments within the palace, which he 
thought proper to decline. We deep every, 
night at private lodgings ; but may be &|d 
to live at court, as we conftantly dine, pais 
the evening, and fup there, except two days 

in every week that we dine with the Here- 

. . . 

ditary Prince and Princefs at their apart-* 
ipents* 

The family of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttle 
derives not greater luftre from its antiquity, 
from haying given emprelTes to Germany, 
and from having a younger branch pn the 
throne of Britain, than frojn fome, Jiving 
phara&ers now belonging to it* 

* * * 

The reigning Duke has that ftyle, of 
convgr&tion, thofe maimers , and difpofi- 

tions, 



4o VIEW OT BDCTETY AND 

tiros, which, in an inferior Ration df Rfe f 
wottld Inquire him<the character of a fen* 

fiWe, worthy' gentleman. 

The ©uchfefs is the favourite fiffer of the 
Kifrg of Pruflk. She is fond of ftudy, and 
partkulatfy addi&ed to metaphyfical in- 
quirks, vttoich, happily, have not fhaken, 
but confirmed her belief in Chriftianity. 

The military fame and public ehara&er 

r » 

of Duke Ferdinand are known to all Eu- 

* 

rope. — In private life, he is of a ceremo- 
nious politenefs, fplendid in his manner of- 
living, attentive eveti to the minutiae of his 
toilet, and fond of variety and magriifi- 
cence in chefs. 

: 'fie has lived eonftantly at his brothers 
C6iltl fific'e the' Bufo"of Hamilton came to 
BroifFwick; but he generally pafles the 

fitmmtrin the* country. 

« * 

•The Hereditary ''Prince ferved urider his 

uncle during the laft war, atid cofiimafided 

> 

detached p : afties of the ariny With various 
" • ' fuccefs. 
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fiiccefs. Has activity, courage, ^cud fbirft 
of glory, were always confpicuoqs \ but 
his youthful ardour has hesu ftnjcq mel- 
lowed by tim?> ftiiiiyjaud refljeAion ; and 
if he (bcqld again appear in the. field as- 
a general, it i& imagined that he will be as 
much diftiug^ifted for prucieace t policy, 
znd judgment, as he ever was for fpirit and 
enterprife. He has &t prefent the rapk o£ 
kieutenant-General in the King of Prulpa's 
fepviQe*. $nd the command of the garrifoa 
%t Halb.erftadt.. 

I &y nothing of bis Princess:- — He* 
open cheerful chara&er is well knpwxx Mt 
England* and her affediou for her native 
country is in no degree diminiihed. by ab^ 
fenes. . . 

The Frince Leopold is a very amiable 

youAg ft*an. Hi feeifi* much attache^*?* 
the Duke of Hamilton, with whom he lbr$f 
on an intimate and Mmity footing 

9 

» * 

Hi* 
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His lifter, the Princefs Augufta, is greatly 
beloved by every body, on account of her 
obliging temper and excellent difpofition. 

Thefe illuftrious perfons always dine and 

# 

fup together, except two days in the week, 
as I have already faid. ' With them the 
officers of the court, and the ftrangers who 
are invited, make a company of about 
twenty or thirty at table. 

In the evening the aflembly is more nir- 
meroiis. There is a large table for virigt- 
un, the Duchefs preferring this game, ' 
becaute a great number of people may be 
engaged in it together. The reigning 
Duke and Prince Ferdinand always join in 
this game. 

•The Hereditary Princefs forms a Qua- 
drille party for herfelf: Herhufband never 
plays at all. The whole is intended merely 
for piaftime, all kinds of gaming being dift 
couraged. The .Duchefs in pairticular al- 
ways puts a very moderate ftake on her 

cards. 
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cards. A man-muft have very bad luck 
to lofe above twetaty piftotes in -an evening 1 ; 
fo we are in no danger from gaming white 
at this court/ * 

One wing of the palace is occupied by 
the Hereditary PrinCeY family • He has 
at prfefent three fohs and 'as many daughf 
ters, all of the fair comple&ion, which 
diffinjgdifhes every branch of the Brunf* 
.wick line. '< g 

A few days ago, I accompanied Prince 
Leopold arid the Duke of Hamilton on a 
tfifit to Duke Ferdinand, who was then at 
his houfe in the country, about fix miles 
from this place. In that retreat he pafles 
the greateft; part of his time. He is fond 
*bf gardening, and is now employed in lay^ 
ing put and dreffing the grpund, in what fe 
called the Englifh tafte. 
* 'His Serene Highnefs conduced the Dukf 
round all his park, and fhe wed him his 
plans and impfovemeats. T The, greateft 
obftacle to the Completely beautifying thi* 
. • . * place* 



• - 
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pfeqe, arifes froqa the furface of the coun- 
try being a dead flat* aqd iocapable of great 
variety. 

The houfe is furrounded by a FoffiL 
•nd contains a great number of apartments. 
The walls . of every ropm *re hung with 
prints, from the roof to within two feet of 
die floor. Perhaps there is not fo com- 
plete a collection of framed ones ia sny 
private houfe or palace in the world. 
While Prince Ferdinand played at Billiards 
with the Duke of Hamilton, I continued 
with Prince Leopold examining thefe prints, 
and could fcarcely recoiled a good one that 
I did not find here. 

His Highnefs faid it was equally diffi^ 
cult and expenfive to have a colle&ion of 

good paintings, and nothing could be 
more paltry than a bad one : he had there- 
fore taken the refolution to adorn his houfe 
with what he certainly could have good of 
its kind ; and, next to fine pictures, hf 
thought fine prints the raoft amufing of att 

ornaments. 
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wflamants* . ./Bar, added) hri, ivith a fmilfej 
every toler^l? rooirt is now perfc&ly cor* 
Tered, and I hav* k 48ttiy received a fcifli* 
Ibrc&rteitt? 6f ptiftfs fpom England^ which 
wlH oblige me ftp build ftew apartment* 
to piaee th^m ifl, puift^lie j6 ftife to&jotfft 
*cd6utum<£ a donfte* itti j^tflidtfeKrtrfi aiiut 

The ctitnpztiy hid beto4ntiftaf t&tfrefck* 
M | Wrr "th^fqJat' wa* a Vety' ttagitificertt 
dinner, ferved a little earlier than tifttfrk 
There were only fix perfons at table j but 
the number of attendants might without 
difficulty have ferved a company of thirty. 
The Prince, who is always in the utmoft 
degree polite, was on this occafion remark- 
ably affable and gay. He called toads aftet 
the Englifh cuffom, and began himfelf by 
naming General Cpnway ; he afterwards 
gave Sir H, Clinton, and continued tb toad 
fome Britifh officer, as often as it came to 
his turn.— -You may believe it afforded me 
fatisfadlion to have had an opportunity of 

Vol, II. F obferving 
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pbferving a little of the f private life of a 
perfon who has aded fo coofpicuous. a part 
on the theatre. of Europe, _ k . , 

i As he has not returned to the Pruffiaa 
Xcrvice, and feems to enjoy rural amufe* 
ments, and the con verfation 'of a fejw friends* 
it is thought he will apt again take a part 
in public affairs, but for the reft of hif 
life- reppf^ in.thk retreat, on the laurels 
&e gathered in fuch abundance during tfa* 
jlaft war. '. • •- . , 
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Brunfwick 

, • « T 

*T*HE town of Brunfwick is fituated in 
- . a plain, on the banks of the, Opker* 
*The ,houfe8 in general, are old* but many 
new buildings have been ere&ed of late, 
and the city acquires frefh beauty every 
day* ..•;,. 

Fortifications have been the cay fe of 
xhuch calamity to many towns in Get many, 
having .-ferved not to defend them, but 
rather to attract the vengence of enemies. 
For this reafon, Caflel, and fome other 
towns, which were formerly fortified, are 
now dismantled. But the fortifications at 
Brunfwick were of .great utility l^ft war, 
and aa\ one o/cpafion they fave^ the town 
from , b$io^ pillage d> and afforded Prince 
♦ » F 2 Frederick, 
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Frederick, who is now in the Pruflian fer- 
vice, an opportunity of performing an ac- 
tion, which, I imagine, gave him more 
joy than twenty vi&ories. This happened 
in the year 1761, foon after the battle of 
Kirch Denkern>when Duke Ferdinand pro- 
tected Hanover, not by conducing his army 
krtathat dfcuntry and defending it diredtly, 
as iht enfcmy feemed to exped, and pro- 
bably wi&ed; but by diverfion, attacking 

with ftrong detachments, commanded by 
(he Hereditary Prince, their magazines in 
Hefle, and thus drawing their attention 
60m Hanover to that quarter. 

While the Duke lay encamped at Will- 
hemfthall, watching the motions of Bro-* 
glioma army, the Marechal, being greatly 
fitperior in numbers, fent a body of 20,000 
men, under Prince Xavier of Saxony, who 
took poffeffion of Wolfenbuttle, and foon 
after invefted Brunfwick. ^ 

Prince Ferdinand, anxious to fate his 
native city, ventured to detecb 5000 of fait 

' r 

arm/, 
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*rmy, finali as it was, under his nephew* 
Frederick, a Aided by General Luckener* 
with orders to harafe the eoeinyv and en- 
deavour to raife the fiege. The young 
Prince, while on his march, feat a foldier 
with a letter to' the Governor, which was 
wrapped round a bullet, and which the 
&idier was to (wallow in cafe of his being 
taken by the enemy. — He had; the gktod 
fortune t6 get fafe into the town.— The 
letter appfifed the commander of the gftr- 
rifon of the Prince's approach, and part*- 
enlarifed the night and hour when be 
ekpaftdd to be at a . certain place aeir tfcte 
^Dwn, requiring him to faroiir his cit- 
trance. . ^ . : - •" j 

In thfe middle of the night appointed, 
the Princtf fell : faddenly on the enemy's 
cavafry; who, Tinfufpiciolis of his apprSadh, 
-ikttt eftcamped carefefsly within a mlft 7 of 
the town. They were immediately dif- 
jieHedi and? ipread fuch an ahrm among 
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the infantry, that they alio retreated -wick 

s 

confiderable lofs, ' •■'■-... J 

Early in the morning, the young- Prince 
entered Bfunfwick, amidft the acclama* 
tions of his fellow-citizens, whom he had 
relieved, from the horrors of a fiege.^-The 
Hereditary Prince, haying deftroyed the 
French magazines in Hefle, had been r& 
calted by his uncle, and ordered to attempt 
*he relief of Brunfwick. While he was 
-advancing with all poflible fpeed, and had 
got: within a few ; leagues of the town, l© 
;received'.thG.iiews.-of the fiege being raifed. 
«On . his arrival at his .father's /palace, :hc 
found his brothel: Frederick at tyble, enter- 
taining the French officers, who had been 
taken prisoners the preceding night* , i 

> 4 « 

.j The, academy of Brunfwick hfuj beep 

jneyr-modelled^and the p]^n of ed,uc£ttop 

» 

-.improved, by the attenjijon, and, under 
.the patronage, of the Hereditary ( £rijief. 
^Students now refort to r thift,3(^^my -fipopi 
;;W an y P* rts °f Qerjnanyj and there are 

* * 

generally 
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generally fome young gentlemen from Bri* 
tain, who are fent to be educated here* > :.-* 
Such of >them as are intended for a milk 
tary life, will not find fo many advantages 
united at any other place on the con- 
tinent, as tat the academy of Brunfwick. 

They will here be under the prote&io*i of 
a family partial to the British ' nation ;— r 
every branch of fcience is taught hy_ mat 
ters of known abilities; — the <, young ftu* 
flents will fee • garrifon duty regularly 
performed, and may, by the inhered of [thg 

Prince, . obtain > liberty to attend . the : rer 
i*iews of the Pruffian troops/ at Magde<-f 
burg and Berlin : — They will have- few 
temptations to expence, in a town wheh» 
they can fee no examples of ext?a*agaacd 
i— have few opportunities qf diffipatipn, ^Bf| 
jipne of grofs debauchery, , . ^ 

I pafled a day lately at Wolfenbuttle* 

w,hich is alfo a fortified city, the apcient 

pfidence of this jfamily. — The public li-t 

bniry h?re , is rcckopecj ons of) the qxo$ 

v.. »..-!., I F4 complete 
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complete in Germany, and contains many 
curious inamifcripts, < They fho wed * us 
fcma letters of Luther, and other original 
pieces in that reformer's own hand- 
writing. 

Having dined with Colonel Riedefel, 
who commands a regiment of cavalry in 
this town, I' returned by Saltadahlen. This 
Js the jonly 'palace I ever faw built almoft 
entirely -of [ wood. There are, neverthelefe, 
ibtne very magnificent apartments in it, 
and a great gallery of pi&ures, fome of 
which are allowed by the connoifleurs to 
be [expellent. I will not invade the pro- 
vince of thefe gentlemen, by prefuming 
to give my opinion of the merits or de* 
fads of the pictures, though I have often 
heard thofe, who are as ignorant as myfetf, 
decide upon the interefting fubje<3 of 
painting, in the moft dogmatic manner, 
The terms Contour, Attitude, Caftmg of 
prapetles, Charging, Coftum6, Paffton, 
Manner* Gjroupe, Out-Une, Cbiaro Scuro, 

Harmpny, 
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Harmony, and Repofe, flowed *f*om tfceir 
tongues, with a volubility that commanded 
the admiration of all thofe who could not 
difcover, that in the liberal ufe of thefe 
terms confided all thofe gentlemen's tafte 
and knowledge of the fine arts. 

Confcious of my ignorance in the myf- 
teries of connoifieurfhip, I fay. nothing of 
the pidures, and prefume only to give my 
opinion, that the gallery which contains 
them is a very noble room, being two 
hundred feet long, fifty broad, and forty 

In this palace there is alfo a cabinet of 
china porcelain, containing, as we were 
{old, feven or eight thoufand pieces;— -and 
in another fmailer cabinejt,- we were fhown 
a coUcdion of coarfe plates, valuable ojoly 
qn account of their haying been painted 
after defigns of Raphael. 

The countly about, Brunfwick ia agrte- 
able. I was particularly pleafed to feo 
fame gfeaflemen's feats jaear this town; * 

n fight 
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(jght very rare, in^ermany, ' where if yon 
4v6id.. towns adji < courts* you- may travel 
aver a rg?eat extent of country, without per*? 
ceivipg houfes' for , any order : <>f ipen be- 

tween, the Prince and the Peafant. 

I fpent yefterday very agreeably, fourteen 
miles from Brunfwick, at, the fioufe of 
Mr. die Weftphalen* This gentleman at-? 
tended Duke Ferdinand during the late 
war in the chara£ter . of his private fe-* 
eretary ; an office which he executed en- 
tirety to .tlje fatisfafitjon of that Prince, 
whofe friendfhip and confidence he ftill 
retains. ; " "•■ 

"Mr. tleWeftphalen has written the hiftory; 
6f tfcofe me^6faWe campaigns, in which 
fii's "patron had the command of the allied" 
arm^, arid baffled a8 the efforts 6f France' 
m '•Wdft^h'aria.V ! Though this work has' 
been finifhed long firtce, the publication 'has 
hftteQ*o"l>eein delayed*fdr' political reafons. 
It is r to r aj)peaf , however, at fome future* 
perjodj-omdiJis^feid tf© be- a mafterly ptr^ 
tHjjfl * formanco* 
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formance. Indeed, one would naturally 
fuppofe this from the remarkable acutenefs 
and fagacity of the author, who was pre-, 
fent at the fcenes he defcribes, and knew 
the fecret intentions of the General, whole 

affiftance he has probably had in finifhing 
tbework v ~ 
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LETTER LVHI. 



BrubMck. 

TX/E have had fome mafqucrade baH$ 
here of late. — The court do not go 

in proceffion to thefe as at CafTel.— Thofe 
who chufe to attend, go feparately when 
they find it convenient. 

There, is a gallery in the mafquerade- 
room for the reigning family, where they 
fometime8 fit without mafks, and amufe 
themfelves by looking at the dancers* But 
in general they go mafked, and mix in 

an eafy and familiar manner with the com- 
pany. 

I am not furprifed that the Germans, 
efpecially thofe of high rank, are fond of 
mafquerades, being fo much harafled with 
ceremony and form, and cramped by the 

diftance 
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dtftance which birth throws between people 
'who may have a mutual regard for tacit 
ether. I imagine they are glad to feize 
every opportunity of affumtng the mail: 
and domino, that they may tafte the $iea*- 
fores of famiKar converfation and ibcial 
mirth.— In company with the Duke of 
Hamilton, I once had the honour of dining 

4 

at the hotifc of a general officer. ~Hfe 
liftfer did the honours of the table ; and on 
the Duke's expreffing hfe furprife that life 
neVer had : fcen her at court, he was toM 
the ^oitfd n6t poflibly appear there, becaufe 
dfhe was not noble. , This lady* howeve*, 
was vifixed at home by the Sovereign, and 
*vfcry- family of diftindion, all of whom 
regretted, that the eftabUfhed cu from- <of 
their country deprived the court of a 
peribn whofe character they valued lb 
highly. 

The General's rank in the army was a 
fufficient paflport for him, but was of no 
fervice to his filler; for this etiquette is 

obferved 
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obferved very rigidly with refpedt to thf 
Natives of Germany, though It is greatly 
relaxed to ftrangera, particularly the £ng> 
$Uh r who they imagine have lefs regard for 
birth and tide than any other nation* 

Public diverfibns of every kind are now 
over for fome time, and this Court is at 
•prefent very thin.~Ih^ke Ferdinand refides 
in the country* The Hereditary Prince 
wept a few days fince to Ha^erftadt, wherp 
he will remain at leaft a month, to pre- 
pare the garrifon, and hU own regiment ia 

particular, for the grand. reviews which art 
foon to take place. Diligence in ,duty, 
iand application tb the difcipliningqf the 
forces, are r indifpenfable in .this ,fervice* 
;Wilhout th?fe t npf^U the King's t partiality 
*o this Prince* or jbjfr ! confanguinity, could 

dfecuire .. to-- him .his.UAcle's fewus for one 
day, perfonal talents and vigorous exertion 

being -.the . fqle meag^pf ^cqumrrg andTe- 

jaiitfpg ,ti* e : favour of this ftcady and dif- 
serning monarch*. 

The 







HXNNEKB IN ?RANCEi &c. & 

The .Hereditary Prmcefs has left Bnmf* 
wick, and is gone to Zell, and will remain 

Burihg thfe abfence of her hufband with lier 
lifter the '«Qu6eft of Denmark;. . t 

; The* -yming Prince, Leopold, has -alfe 
left the Cotirt. Heroes directly to 
and it is thought he intends to offer his 

leryi9es : to tji? , Emperor f If proper e% 
sottragezfreiit- be given, be will go eiitirfefy 
into the Auflrian fervice. '"" In this fcafe. he 
jwill probably, when a war happens* find 
Mtofelf ^itf s c^ptofition to his two brothers : 
( g L cifpumft^nce. not muoh -regarded in Gert- 

"ffiahy, where Brothers go into different fei> 
jjices, wtf& ^ .Uttle : heutaJtion,,a5 int.Q.rdifc- 
1fefentfegim6htswith us. " : - K " l 

5 . The ft$i«3£ft. itirie^dfhijv has always fub r 
•fifted if betWeen 'this young man and his lifter^ 

who has been crying almpft, without imgr* 
^niflion fince,he.weAt away. 

r His mother bears this with more com* 

pofurje, yet her uneafinefs is eaiier perr 

ceived# 
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chived* Independent of the abfence of her 
ion, ihe is diftrefled at the idea of his go 4 * 
iog into a fer vice, where he may be obliged 
to a£t in oppofmon to her brother *, for 
whom I find (he has the greateft affection 

as well aa the higheft admiration. 

• • • • ■ » 

* Prince Leopold did not enter into the Auftriaa Jervice ; 
Bin? after .haying' vifitexr Vienna, and made' the tour dif 
HAjli be returned to Jfruqfwkk-— ^is ancle, theKivf 
of Pruffia, foon r after offering him the command of a regi- 
ment, he went into the fervice of that monarch, in which 
fee rcmafeed till the fprtog of the y«ar lyij,' when befog 
witneft to the deyaftaiion occafionod by the overflowing 
of a river, unmoved by the entreaties of thofe who en* 
favoured to dfffsad* him from fo basardoas an enterprift,. 
he embarked' in a fmaH boat with three watermen, to re> 
lieve the inhabitants of a village fur rounded by the waters. 
Bat before he reached them the boat was drove with fid* 
lence againft a tree, and overfetr; the three boatmen wet* 
iayed. This amiable Prince alone, being carried down by 
the rmpetttofity of the carrent, periJhed » tbeitght of* thofe 
he attempted to prefer ye* difpjayiog^.his death an hew^c 
in dance of that benevolence which had appeared confpi* 
toons through the whole of hi* life. ' ■ • 

That ingenious artjfc Mr. Northcbte,' who fo* ftttefifoBy 
painted the* wonderfiti efcape of Captain Inglefilfti; has 
since, with equal,, if not fuperior energy, finilhed a pjclore 
reortfeiiting the death of Prince Leopold of Brunswick. 

I wa* 
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I w» not furprifed to hear h<?r {peak of 
him as the greateft man alive ; but (he ex* 
tends her eulogium to the qualities of his 
heairt, in which {he k not joined by the 
opinion of all the world.— She, however, 
d Welfe particularly on this* calling him < 
the worthicfft of men, the firmed friend, 
aftd the kindeft of brothers : — and as (he 
fcMiflds her opinion on her own experience 
akHtt, fhd has the greatfeft reafon to think 
as fbc does \ for by every account, the 

King has always behaved with high regard 
afid tintfeviatiftg tefldernefs to Tver. 

The^ departure of Prince Leopold ha* 
revived this Princefs's afflidion for the win 
timely fate of two of her fons. One died 
in the Ruffian camp at the end of the cam** 
p»gt»of 1769, in which he had ferved with 
great diftindion as a volunteer; the other 
was killed irr a fkirmiftt towards the end of 
the laft war j having received a (hot in his 
throat, he died of the wound fifteen dayr 

Vol. II. G after, 
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after, much regretted by the army, who hid 
formed a high idea of the rifing ifterit r o£ ; 
this. giUanf youth. 

He wrote a letter to his mother, in the:.', 
morning of the day on which he died*. ."I'D- 
this letter he regret?, that, he (hould he 
flopped fo fpon in the courfe of hpi*our f 
and laments, that he had not been killed ia 
fome memorable a&iop, which ,would. have^; 
faved his name from oblivion, or in atchiev-. • 
ing fomething worthy of the martial fpirit. 
of his family. He ^xprefles fatisfa£tion> • 
however, that his memory would at , leaft 
be. dear to fome friends, and that he was 
certain of living in his mother's affe€tions - 
While the ihould exift. He then declares 
his gratitude to her for all her care and ten- ' 
devnefg, and concludes with thefe expref- 
fions, which I tranflate as near as I can re* 
member — I wiflied the Duchefs to repeat 
them ; but it was with difficulty y and eyes 
overflowing, that {he pronounced them 

once: 
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once ; — " My eyes grow dim — I can fee no 
u longer— happy to have employed their 
" laft light in expreffing my duty to my 
« mother." 
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LETTER LIX. 



Hanovef. 

TPHE Duke of Hamilton having deter- 
mined to pay his refpe&s to the Queen 
of Denmark, before he left this country, 
chofe to make his vifit while the Hereditary 
Princefs was with her fifter. 

I accompanied him to Zell, and next 
day waited on the Count and Countefs 
Dean* to let them know of the Duke a 
arrival, and to be informed when we could 
have the honour of being prefented to the 
Queen. They both belong to the Princefs 
of Brunfwick's family, and while I was at 
breakfaft with them, her Royal Highnefs 
entered the room and gave me the informa- 
tion I wanted. ^ 

Before 
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Before dinner, I Teturned with the £>uke 

* • .* • -J 

to the cattle* where we remained till late 
in the evening. There was a concert of 
mufic between dinner and fupper, and the 
queen feemed in better Tpiritt ttian could 
have beeft expe&ed. 

Xell Is a fmall town, without trade or 
manufactures ; the "houfes are old, and of 
a mean appearance, yet the high courts of 
appeal for all the territories of thfe *EIe&bfkl 
Houfe of Brunfwtck Lunenburg are held 

» r * 

here ; the inhabitants derive tfteir principal 
means of fubfiftence from this circum- 
ftance. 

This town was feverely harafled by the 
French army at the beginning of the_ jate 
war, and was afterwards pillaged, in re- 



venge for the fuppofed infraftion of the 
treaty of Clofter- Seven. The pukede Rich.- 
lieu had his head-quarters here, yrhen 
Duke Ferdinand re-aflembled th$ troops 
who had been difarmed and difperfed im- 
mecliatejy a/ter that convention, 

Gz Thc 
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The caftlc is a ftately, building, furround- 
cd by 9. moat, and ftrorjgly fortified. It 
was formerly the refidence of the Dukes 
of Zell, and was repaired lately by order 
of the King of Great Britain for the recep- 
tion of his unfortunate fifter. The apart- 
xnents are fpacious and convenient, and now 

handfom^ly furnifhed. 

The officers of the Court, the Queen's 
maids of honour, and other, attendants, 
have a very genteel appearance, and retain 
the moft refpe&ful attachment to their ill- 
fated miftrefs. The few days we remained 
at Zell were fpent entirely at Court, where 
every thipg feemed to be arranged in the 
flyle of the other fmall German courts, 
and nothing wanting to render the Queen's 
fituation a? comfortable as circumftances 
would admit, But by far her greateft con- 
folation is : the company and converfation 
of her fifter. Some degree of fatisfa#i£n 
appeals in her countenance while the Prin- 
cefs remains at Zell : but the moment fhe 

goes 
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<goes f away, the Queen, as we were in- 
forrfied, becomes a prey to dejection and 
defpondency. The! -Princefe exerts herfelf 
to< prevent this, and devotes to her fitter 
all the time fhe can fpare from the duties 
Ihe owes to her own faniily. Unlike 
thofe who take the firft pretext pf breaking 
connections which can no longer be of ad- 
vantage, this humane Princefs has dif- 
played even more attachment to her filler 
fince -her misfortunes, than fhe ever did 
while the Queen was in the meridian of 
her profpeirity, - 

The youth, the agreeable countenance, 
and obliging manners of the Queen, have 
conciliated the minds of every 1 one in this 
country. Though (he was in perfect health, 
and appeared cheerful, yet, convinced that 
her gaiety was afiumed, and the effed of 
a. ftrong effort, . I felt ah impreflion of 
melancholy, which it was not in my power 
to overcome all the time we remained 
atZell; 

G 4 From 
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From Zell we went to Hanover, and 
/",r.-; r *f on the evening of our arrival had the 
>/ ) pieafure of hearing Handel's Meffiah pes- 
formed. Some of the beft company of this 
place were aflfembled on the occafion, and 
we were made acquainted with old 
Field- Marfhal Sporkeg, and other people 
of diftin<aion. Hanover is a neat, thriv- 
ing, and agreeable city. It ha6 more the 
air of an Englifh town than any other I 
have feen in Germany, and the Englifli 
manners and cuftoms gain ground every, 
day among the inhabitants. The genial 
influence of freedom has extended from 
England to this place. Tyranny is not 
felt, and eafe and fatisfa&ion appear in the 
countenances of the citizens. 

This town is regularly fortified, and all 
the works are in exceeding good order. 
The troops are ibber and regular, and per- 
form every ef&ntial part of duty well, 
though the difcipline is not (b rigid as in 
fome other p^rts of Germany. Marfhai 

SporkePi 
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<8p©rken, who is the head of the army, 
is a man of humanity; and though the 
foldiers are feverely punifhed for real 
Crimes by the fentence of a court martial, 
he doc6 not permit his officers to order 
them to be caned for trifles. . Caprice is j 
too apt to blend itfelf with this method of / 
ptmiihing, and men of cruel difpofuions 
are prone to indulge this diabolical pro* 
penfity, qnder the pretence of zeal for 
clUcipline* 

The Hanoverian infantry are not (6 tall 
as fome of the other German troops, owing 
to this, that "nobody is forced into thg 
fervice, the foldiers are ali volunteers ; 
whereas, in other parts of Germany* the 

Prince picks the (touted and tailed of the 
peafants, and obliges them to become fol« 
diers. It is allowed, that in adion n$ 
troops can behave better than the Hano* 
yerian6 ; and it is certain, that defertion is 
not fo frequent among them as among 
Other German troops, which can only be 

- • - - x., • • • 

13 ?ccounte4 
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accounted for by : their not being prpflTed into 
.the jfervioe, and their being more gently 
ufed when in it, . 

It is not the mode here at prefent,*to lay 
fo much ftrefs on the tricks of the exercife 
as formerly. The officers in general feem 
to defpife many minutiae, which are thought 
of the higheft importance in fome other 
fervices. It is incredible to what a ridicu- 
lous: length this matter is pufhed by fome. 

At a certain parade, where the Sovereign 
himfelf was prefent, and many officers af- 
fembled, I once faw a corpulent general- of- 
ficer ftart fuddenly, as if he had feen fome- 
thing preternatural. He immediately wad*- 
died towards the ranks with all the expedi- 
tion of a terrified gander. I could not cont- 
ceive what had put his Excellency into * 
commotion fo little fuitable to his years and 
habit of body. While all the fpeQfttors were 
a-tiptoe to.obferve the iflue of this pheno*- 
menon, he arrived at the ranks, and in great 
wrath, which probably had been -augmented 
• : by 
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by the heat acquired in' his coorfe, he 
pulled off one of the foldiisr's hats, which it 
feeras bad not been properly cocked, and 
adjuftecj it to his mind. Having regulated 
the military difcipline in this important par- 
ticular, he returned to the Prince's right- 
hand, with a ftrut expreffive of the higheft 
felf-approbation. 

Two days after our arrival here, I walked 
to Hernhaufen, along a magnificent avenue, 
as broad, and about double the length of 
the mall at St. James's. The houfe itfelf 
has nothing extraordinary in its appearance; 
but the gardens are as fine as gardens planned 
in the Dutch tafte, and formed on ground 
perfe&ly level, can be. The orangery i$ 
reckoned equal to any in Europe- Here is 
a kind of rural theatre, where plays may be 
afted during the fine weather, There is a 
fpacious ampitheatre cut out in green 
feats for the fpe&ators ; a ftage in the fam$ 
tafte, with rows of trees for fide-fcenes, and 
a great number of arbours and fummerr 

rooms. 
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toomsj furrounded by lofty hedges, for thfc 
a&ofs to retire and <$refs in* 

When the theatre is illuminated, which is 
always done when mafquerades are given, 
it muft have a very fine effed. The groves, 
arbours, and labyrinths, feem admirably cal- 
culated for all the purpofes of this amufe- 
ment. 

In thefe gardens are feveral large refer-- 
voirs and fountains, and, on one fide, a canal 
above a quarter of a mile in length. ' I have 
not feet* the famous jet d'eau, as the water- 
works have not been played off fince I came 
to Hanover* On the *yhole, we pafs our 
time very agreeably here. We have dined 
twice with Baron de Lenth, who has the 

chief direction of the affairs of this electorate, 

* . • 

and at his houfe have met with the principal 

« 

inhabitants. I make one of Marfhal Spojrkcn'$ 
party every night at Whift, and pafs moft 
pf my time in the fociety at his houfe. 

The Duke of Hamilton having promifed 
tQ me$t Tome company at JJrunfwick by a 

certain 



certain day, we iball fet out for that place 
to-morrow— but have engaged to pay 
another vifit to Hanover before we go to 
Berlin.— My-next . therefore will be from 
Brunfwick, or poffibly from this place after 
our return* 



r 
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LETTER LX. 



* Hanover. 

\K7 E remained a week at Brunfwick, and 
returned to this town about ten days 
ago. None of the family are there at pre- 
fent, except the Duke and Duchefs, and the 
young Princefs, their daughter. 

The chara&er of the Sovereign, at every 
court, has great influence in forming the 
tafte and manners of courtiers. This mud 
operate with increafed force in the little 
courts of Germany, where the parties are 
brought nearer to each other, and fpend 
the moft part of their time together. The 
pleafure which the Duchefs of Brunfwick 
takes in ftudy, has made reading very 
fafhionable among the ladies of that Court : 
of this her Royal Highnefs gave me a cu- 

I rious 
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ripus inftance the lad tinfoe I bad the honour 
of feeing her* 
* A lady, whofe education had been ne- 
glefted in her youth, and who had arrived 
at a very ripe age without perceiving any 
iftconvgniency from the accident, had ob- 
tained, by the intereft of Forae of her rela- 
tions, a place at the Court of Brunfwick. 
She had not been long there, till fhe per- 
ceived that the converfation in the Duchefs's 
apartments frequently turned on fubje&s of 
which (he was entirely ignorant, and that 
thofe ladies had mod of her Royal High- 
nefs's ear, who were beft acquainted with 
books. She regretted, for the firft time, the 
negledt of her own education ; and although 
fhe had hitherto confidered that kind of 
knowledge, which' is derived from reading, 

♦ • • * 

as unbecoming a woman of quality, yet, as* 
it* was now fafhionable at Court, flie refolved 
to ftudy hard, that (he might get -to the top 

r 

of the mode as faft as jpoffible'. 

She 
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She mentioned this refolution to the 
Duchefs, defiring, at the fame time, that 
her Highnefe would lead her a book to be* 
gin. The Du chefs applauded her defrgn, 
and promiied to fend her one of the ufefulkft 
books in her library— It was a French and 
German di&ionary. Some days after, her 

Hfghnefs enquired how £be r dirtied the 
book. Infinitely, replied this ftudious lady. 
— It is the moft delightful book I ever faw. 
—The fentences are all fhort and eafily un- 
derftood,, and the letters charmingly ar- 
ranged in ranks, like foldiers on the parade ; 
whereas,, in fome other books which I have 
•feen, they are mingled together in a con-; 
fufed manner, like a mere mob, fo that it is 
no pleafure to look at them, and very dif- 
ficult to know what they mean. But I am 
qo longer furprifed, added fhe, at the fatxf- 
fadtion your Royal Highnefs takes in ftudy. 

Since our return to Hanover,' we have 
dined twice at the. Palace. There is a 

houfehold 
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houfehold eftablifhed with officers and fer- 
vants, and the guard is regularly mounted, 
as at the time when the Eledors redded 
here conftantly. The liveries of the pages 
arid fervants* are the fame with thofe worn 
by the King's domeftic fervants at St. 
James's. Strangers of didindion are enters 
tained at the Palace in a very magnificent 
manner. The firft of the entertainments t 
faw was given to the Duke of Hamilton* 
and the otherrJto young Prinjce George o£ 
Hefle Darmftadt, who arrived here a few 
days fince, with Prince Erneft and Prince 
Charles of Mecklenburg, . brothers . to the 
Qgeen of Great Britain, both of whom are 
in the Hanoverian fervice. 

' Moft of my time is fpent r £s formerly, 
at M^rfhal Sporken's- The. conversation of 
a man, of fenfe, who has beet*, fifty years in 
the fervice^ and iti'hlgh rank during 1 con* 
fiderable part oi that time, which led him. 
into an intitsae^ with fomctof. Ahe moft cer 
Igfcrated charade* of the : ag^-you may be 

■ : Vol. II. H fure 
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fure is highly interefting. It affords met 
fatisfa&ion , to be informed from fuch au- 
thority, o£ many tranfadHons in the laflr 
w*r, the cbminon accounts of which are 
often different, and fometimes contradio 
tflEy. * ; The Mar/hal's observations are fen-< 
fibte and candid, and his manner of con*;, 
ferfiag unrefervecL He;ferved with the 
flitr Marihal . JDaun in the illied army, op- 
pofod tolMadhaL Saxe^i^ the war 1741* 
abd>i)as B^any curious aileedotea i&uftratlng 
ttfe charters of fome of thfe commanders 
Who cdttcfci&fcd 1 the armres during that 
memorable period. He has a very high? 
opinion of-Dokfe Ferdinand's military cha- 

radter, and declares, that^ of all the Gene- 
rajs he efrfer'ferved under, that Prince feemed 
to him to have- the heft- talents for cori*^ 
duding an' army. He fays, that as Prince 
¥erdiruod.had feldom held councils of war, 
or communicated 10 the Generals of his 
army any- inore of his ' pt*n& than they* 
were to *®qtus?i it was dttfittflt for ikem 



«*> »«. • 
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to form a jiift opinion <jf hit. capacity 
*rhile they remained with the 4rto>y im- 
inediately under his command ; but that he 
(Marshal Sporken) had fomefcimes com- 
funded a detached army, which obliged 
the Prince to be more communicative, and 
afforded the Marfhal the ftrongeft probfs of 
the depth of his judgment. Above all 
th^g^ he admired the perfpicuity of his 
w^itt^p Jnftru&ionj.*— ^-Thefe, he faid| 
lyete; always accompanied with . the moft 
aajpittate pind migute defcriptiqu of the 
country through vfhich he was tp march, 
* Very {visage, rivulet, hollow^ wood, or 
hiij oa the route, being dlftin&ly particu- 
larifed, and the moft judicious eoxyeftures 
efcfcceifuiqg the enemy's defigns added, with 
dife&ifms how to aft in various .probable 
emergencies, , ; ,...-... 

-Upon the whole, Marfhal Sporken feera- 
edr convinced that great part of the {uccefa 
of ■ the allies, during the late wpr in , ^eft-* 
phalia, was owing to fv thQ foreiighti pru- 

H 2 'defige, 
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dence, and fagacity of their General. One 
memorable event, however, which has 
been cited as the mod ftriking proof of all 
thefe, he imagined was not fo much owing 

to any of them, as to the perfonal val'otitf 
of a few regiments, and the good conduct 
of fome inferior officers. The Marfhal 

added, that his praifes of Duke Ferdinand's 

** * .* 

military abilities did not' proceed from pri- 
vate attachment, for he could Claim no 
fhare in his friendfhip j on the contrary, -a 
mifunderftanding had 'happened between 
them, on account of an incident at the 
liege of Caffel, the particulars of which he 
recapitulated, and this mifunderftanding wad 
of a nature never to be made up. 

The liberal, candid fentiments of this 
venerable man carry conviaion and com- 
mand efteem. He is refpe&ed by people 
of all ranks, and liftened to like an oracle. 
In the fociety generally to be found at the 
Marfhal's, there are fome yearly of his 
own age, who formed the private parties 
""".-■ of 
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of George the Second, as often as lie came 
to vifit bis native country. Hie memory 
of that monarch is greatly venerated here.) 
I have heard his contemporaries of this fo- 
ciety relate a thoufand little anecdotes con* 
cerning him, which at once evinced the 
good difpofition of the King, and their 
own gratitude. From thefe accounts it ap- 
peared, that he was naturally of a very fo- 
ciable temper, and entirely laid afide, when 
at Hanover, the ftate and referve which he 
retained in England, living in that familiar 
and confidential manner which Princes, as 
well as pcafants, will aflume in the company 
ef thofc they love, and who love them. 
, Not only the perfonal friends of that 
monarch fpeak of him with regard ; the 
fame fentiments prevail among all ranks of 
people in the Electorate. Nothing does 
more honour to his chara&er, or can be a 
lefs equivocal proof of his equity, than his 
having governed thefe fubje&s, over whom 
he had an unlimited power, with as much 

H 3 juftice 
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juftice.ind moderation as thofe* wBofr 
rights are iftfardcd. by law. and a jealou* 
conftitution, ' • 

The. t+ro vrfita I have madk to Hknover, 
hare confirmed the favourable impreffiofi 
I had, before received of the German cha- 
rafter, .,. L One of fhe tnoft difagreeable cir- 
cumftaaces >which attend travelling is, the 
being obliged tD. leave acquaintances after 
you.h^ve difcoverfcd their worth, and ac- 
quired fome degree of their friend (hip. A$ 
the feafon for the Pruffian reviews tow 
approaches, we have already taken leave of 
our friends, and are to fet out to-mortow 
morning on our return to Brunfwick, that 

■i 

after remaining a few days there, we may 
, ilill get to Potfdatn in proper time. ■ 

I fhall not leave behind me every valu- 
able acquaintance I, have acquired fiace I 
came to Hanover.-— We met, on* our laft 
arrival here, with Mr. Fortefcue, fon of 

* 

Lord Fortefcue. He has been of our par- 

■ 

ties ever fince, and will accompany us {$ 
Brunfwick and Potfdgm, 
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Potfdam. 

tf^N returning *o Brunfwick, y/n found 

the Hereditary Princefs had come 

from Zell & few days before, having left 

the Queen of Denmark in perfed health. 

The Princefs tffifided with her 6hiidren at 
Antonettearuche, a villa a few miles from. 
Brunfwkk. She invited the Duke of Ha- 
milton, Mr. Fortefcue, and me, to .dine 
with her the day before we were to let out 
for Potfdam. That morning I j chanted to 
take a very early walk \fk the gardens of 
ftbe palaces — The Duke, of JBnlKifityick was « 

Chfere.— ^He infofr Ep<fd roe, that . a>o; exprejfe 
bid arrived with iilews of the .Queen of 

Denmark's de*thu-^-Theyf had received ac- 

i 

C$un& fe'.fatt;day$ before that ftie had been 

Seized w v itb a putrid feven— He faid that 

> > H 4 nobody 
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nobody in the town or court knew of this 
except his own family, and defired that I 
would not , toention it to x the Princefs, 
who, he knew, would be greatly affe&ed ; 
for he intended to fend a peifon, after her 
company fhould be gone, who would in- 
form her of this event, with all its circunv- 
ftances. 

When we went, we found the Printefs 

* 

is fome anxiety about her fifter ; — yet 
rather elated with the. accounts (he had 
received that day by the.ppft. She fhowed 
us her letters,*-rThey contained a general 
description . of the fymptoms, and convey* 
ed fome teopes of the Queen's recovery. 
Unable to bear the idea of her fitter's death, 
{he wrefted every expreffion into the mod 
favourable fenfe, and the company met her 
wiflies, by confirming the interpretation (he 
gave. To me, who knew the truth, this 
fcene was affecting and painful 

As we returned to Brunfwick in the 
evening, we met the gentleman who was 

con*« 
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commiflioncd by the Duke to impart the 
news of the Queen's death to her fiften-** 
We fupped the fame night at court, and 
took leave of this illuftrious famijy.— The 
Duchefs gave me a letter to her fon, Prince 
Frederick, at Berlin, which flic faid would 
fecure me a good reception at that ca- 
pital* 

On coming to the inn, we found a very 
numerous company, and the whole houfe 
refounded with mufic and dancing. It 
is cuftomary all over Germany, after a 
marriage of citizens, to give the wedding* 
feaft at an inn. As there was no great 
chance of our being much refrefhed by Heep 
that night, inftead of going to bed, we or- 
dered poft-horfes, and left Brunfwick about 
fhree in the morning. : 

We arrived the fame afternoon at Mag- 
deburg. The country all the way is per- 
fectly level The Duchy of Magdeburg 
produces fine cattle, and a confiderable 
quantity of corn, thofe parts which are not 

marfhy, 
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marfliy, and over grown with wood, being 
very fertile. I have feen feto or no in- 
clofures in this, or any part of Germmy, 
exoept fuch as furrmind *he < gardens <wr 
parks of Princes. 

Tfre King of Prnffia has' a fe&t ia -tte 
diet of the empire, as Duke df Magde- 
burg. The capital, which bears the &me 
came with the duchy, is a vwy confi titr- 
able town, well built and ltrdngly forti- 
fied. There are manufaftories here of cot* 
ton and Knen goods, of ftocktngs, gloves, 
and tobacco ; but the principal are thofe of 
woollen and filk. 

The German woollen cloths are, in ge- 
neral, 1 much inferior to the Eaglifh and 
French. The Pruffian officers, however, 
aflert, that the dark blue cloth made here, 
and in other parts of the Kiag of PruffiaV 
dominions, though coarfer, wears better, 
and has a more decent appearance when 
long worn, than the fineft cloth manufac-. 
tured in England or France. — Thus much 

N is 
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is certain;: that the Pruffian blue is pre* 
ferable to any other doth made in Ger* 
n*any,*r~The town of Magdeburg is happiv 
Jy fituated for trade, having an eafycoitw 
munication with Hamburg by the Elbe, 
and iyiog on the road between Upper and 
tower Germany. It is alfo the ftrongeft 
place belonging to his Pruffian Majefty, 
and where his principal magazines and 
founderies are eftablifhed* In time of war, 
it is the repository of whatever he finds ne* 
ceflary to place out of the reach of fudden 

inful t- 

* ii ii , Im 

Places where any extraordinary event 
has happened, even though they ihould 
have nothing elfe to dtftinguifh them, in<- 
tereft me more than the moft flourifhing 
country, or fined town which has never 
been the fcene of any thing memorable- 
Fancy, awakened by the view of the 
former, inftantly gives fhape and features 
to men we have never feen. — We hear 
{hem fpe^k, and fee them aft; the paffions 

are 
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are excited, the mind amufed; the houfes, 
the rivers, the fields around fupplying the 
abfence of the poet and hiftorian, and re- 
ftoring with new energy the whole fcene 
to the mind. 

While croffing the Elbe at thia town 
with the Duke of Hamilton, I recalled to 
his memory the dreadful tragedy which 
was a&ed here by the Auftrian General 
Tilly, who, having taken this town by 
florm, delivered up the citizens, without 
diftindion of age or fex, to the barbarity 
and luft of his foldiers. Befides the gene- 
ral maffacre, they exhibited fuch ads of 
wanton cruelty, as difgrace human nature* 
We viewed, with a lively fympathy, that 
part of the river where thfee or four hun- 
dred of the inhabitants got over and made 
their efcape : — all that were faved out of 
twenty thoufand. citizens ! 

This fad cataftrophe fupplied us with. 
converfation for gfeat part of this day's 
journey * It is unneceflary to comment on 

5 an 
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an event of this kind to a perfon of the 
Duke's fenfibility.-— Proper reflexions arife 
fpontaneoufly in a well-formed mind from 
the fimple narrative. ' 

The country is well cultivated, and fer- 
tile, for about two leagues beyond Magde- 
burg ; afterwards it becomes more barren, 
and, within a few leagues of Brandenburg, 

it is as naked and fandy as the defarts of 
Arabia. 

Brandenburg, from which the whole 
Electorate takes its name, is but a fmaii 
town, divided into Old and New by a 
river, which Separates the fort from both. 
The principal trade is carried on by fome 
French woollen manufacturers, whom the 
King has encouraged to reflde at this town. 
The whole number of inhabitants does not 
amount to more than 1500. 

On entering the Pruflian garrifon towns, 
you are flopped at the gate j the officer of 
the guard afks your name, whence you 

come, 
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come, whither you are going ? and tafctg 
your anfwers down in writing. This is 
done in the . French garrifons alfo, hilt 
not with the fame degree of form and ac- 
curacy. 

When the title of Duke is given, the 

m 

guard generally turns out under arm$. As 
for Milord, it is a title treated with very 
little ceremony, either in France or Ger- 
many. It is often afliimed in foreign 
countries by thofe who have no right to it, 
and given to every Engtifhman of a decent 
appearance. But Duke, in Germany, im- 
plies a Sovereign, and is more refpe&able 
than Prince. Every fon of a Duke in this 
country, is called Prince, although he had 
as many as old King Priam. 

We arrived laft night at Potfdam, which 
important piece qf*ne£ra, yoit? vUl pleafe t© 
obferve, I have taken the earlifcft oppqrtu* 
nity of communicating, ' 
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, sac." j --.Ti ... 1 PotfdaA. 

^"H-E'^ay-aftef our ahrval here, I'waft- 
?* ' ed ' bthKe Count Fitikenfteiri, an<Fd*- r 
fired to know when the Duke pf HamHtonf 
«i^|3c«J<rf*lfa*e^he'h'etfour of being pre- 
tinted ttr>tlie<i£*ng, : re^ueflang, at •the fame 
dme, tfc#iSberty of attending at the re- 
tti£#«. I was rtot a K&fo&rprifed when 
ffiis- imhtftef-told nie, \ha?Trouft write a 
Ktfer- to «W*^M*jeftyi 1: #brhiiBg him of 
tUMt reqi»WH%nil'that ; I^KBulid certainty rer 
tfeive'atf^nfwer tfie da^ftncrwitig. It ap- 
peared Very fingularw write to fo great a 
fttnce^oh aft affair df fuch^fmall import- 
ance ; but the Count told me this was ther 
dfoblifhed rule,, So I immediately did as I 

was defired. 

Next 
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Next morning one of the court-fervants 
called for me at the inn, and delivered & 
fealed letter addrefled to me, and fign- 
ed by the King, importing, that as the 
court would foon be at Berlin, the minis- 
ter in waiting there would let the Duke 
of Hamilton and Mr. Moore know when 
they might be prefented, and that they 
were very welcome to attend at all the 
reviews. ~~ 

In the evening we were prefented to tb* 
Prince and Princefs of Pruffia, who refide 
almoft conftantly at Potfdam* He is a tall, 
ftaut-made, bandfome man, of about 
thirty- five years of age. The Princefs is) 
of the family of Hefle Darmftadt, and has 
a great refemblance to her aunt, whom 
we had feen at Carlfruche. We have had 
the honour of fupping with them twice 
during the few days we have been at 
Potfdam. 

The Prince and all the officers have been 
employed every morning in preparing for 

the 



the tctilewt*. ■'! .HTffterday,- fyv the Jspptxfl 
rime, *hers wfirei ; fevea thonfynd m*n re- 
viewed by the ! Kijig> Ti*e Priscfc .of Prut 
iia^s fen,: .a eh W of fix or fejren ^ars p\4 f 
V&& :.pj?fent;PO- foot wjth his tytqr, and 
{unattended by any. officer or ferypnt:. TThey 
mingled without any mark of r diftinflipn 
among the other fpedfcators. I mentioned 
jnv fqrprife at this to the tutor. In France, 
f^idhej \t would be otherwife: the Daix- 
.phlq, at the age of this child, ^ould he 
qir rUd to the review in a coach, with a. 
troop of mufqueteers to attend him ; but 
here, the JK^ihg and Prince are equally de- 
firous that their fucceflbr fhould be "brought 
up'in a hatfy manner," and without any 
ftrong impreflion of his own importance* 

Sentiments of that kind will come foon 
epough, in fpite of all the pains that can 

fc taken to exclude them. 

. ,The t^oopa were, drawn up in jocte .line 

jajqnj.jhe.fujnmifs of fome hu>. From. 

.jhja /tfjaataoa tbsy jle^cen^ed ,ov£r very 

•Vol. II. I unequal 
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%riequal aVid 1 rough ground, fining in grand 
divifions all the way,* -4ilt f hey cam* to the 

. plain,* "where they went - through various 

-evolutions. But as^we were to fet out in a 
little titrie for Berlin, where the grand re- 
views of that garrifon are to take place, I 
fhall fay no more on the fubjedfc of review's 
till then. ' '•';'-■' 

Our mornings, fince we came hither, 
have always been pafled with the troops 
in the field. The forenoons we have fpent 

Jn looking, at^ every thing curious in the 
town. The houfes. are built of a fine 



i 
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white freeftone- almoft all* of them new, 
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and nearly of the -fame height. The 
ftreets are regular a>nd well- paved, and 
there are fome very magnificent public 
buildings ; fo that Potfdam has every re- 
quifite to forfti an agreeable town, if by 

that word is meant the ftreets, ftone-waHs, 

, * » f 

and m exteriial 1 appearance. But if a more 
complex idea Be annexed tb that virord, and 
if it bV thought to comprehend the finifti* 

* mg, 
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irig, furniture, and conveniences Within 
the houfes,. in that cafe Potfdam id a very 
poor town indeed* . 

The King having exprefTed a great in- 
clination to fee this town increafe, feveral 
mclhied people built houfes, partly to pay 
their court to his Majefty, and partly be- 
caufe, by letting ' them, they found they 
would receive very good intereft for their 

■ 

money. But as the town did iibt augment 
fo quickly as he wiihed, his Majefty or- 
dered feveral ftreets to be built at once, at 
his own expence. This immediately funk 
the Value of houfes, and the firft builders 
found they had difpofed of their money 
very injudkioufly. 

Towns generally are formed by degrees, 
as the inhabitants increafe in numbers ; and 
houfes are . built larger and more commo- 
dious as they increafe in riches j for men's 
ideas of converiiency enlarge with their 

wealth. But here the matter is reverfed; 

» • * - * , » 
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the houfes are reared in the firft place,- Hi 
hopes that their fair ouffides, like the 
nymphs of Circe, will all lire travellers, and 
attrafl: inhabitants. Hitherto their .powpr 
of attraction has not been ftrong ; for few 
towns. are worfe inhabited than Potfdam, 
though the houfes are Jet to merchants and 
trades-people at very fm^ll rents> 

I was not a little futpafed, while I walk- 
ed through, the town, to fee 'buff-belts* 
breeches^ amd wafftcoaft, hanging tp dry 
from the genteeleft lopking-houfes, till I 
was informed, that each .houfekeeper ,h« 
two or teare iifoldfeers 'quartered in hie 
houfei and their apartments vlk % for the 
mod part, on the firft floor, with whfctom 
to the ftreet; which I arm told is alfo the 
oafe at Berlin* The King choofes that 

his foldiers fhould be quartered with the 

i * • - - - - • 

citizens, rather than in barracks. This, 
ought to be. a fufpcient -anfwer to thofe. 
military gentlemen, who infift on building. 

barracks for the foldiers in Britain, upon 

the 
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$it i&ppofituJft^ 0ikt oui army^canaot - be 
-will idifciplined- iffitboitf them* For k 
fctould fc^rcely W expedefl, or vrifhed, that 
ttijb 'Brfeflh army we're under mdre rigid 
dif^pilfte than the ftufTjan. 

r> T'itaagine the 1 Pruflian fofdiefs are qiaar* 

tered in private lioufes rather than barrack^ 

• * * * . . *"^ . * ■ * 

tirom corifidenttions diametrically oppofite 

to^thofe which produce thejame efie£t iti 
fLrigJahd. — The Britifli parliament have zU 
wayls (feown an averfion to lodging the mi* 
titary in barracks, and have 1 preferred quar- 
taring' them in the dtizfens* liorifesi that a 
tforme&iori "kri& good- will maybe cultivated 
betWefen the folcKerg and their fellow-citi* 
zeni; 'arid that ' the former may hot con*- 

• « 

fider themfelves as a diftindt 'body of men-, 
Vith a feparate intereft from the Heft of the 
community, and whofe duty it is implicitly 
to obey the will of the crown at all tfeneS, 
£nd upon all pccafions, ' 

- Whereae here it may not be thought 
esp^di^nt to lodge grdat bodies of atmed 

I 3 men 
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jaxen together in barracks* left they (Relief, 
.during the .night, form- combinations ;der 
4tru£fcive, of difijipliae, and dangenotjfc to 
•government. This cannot happen in &$ 
day-time, becaufe then the officer%.aft gfar 
fent, and the foldiers are not allowed eyen 
to fpeak to each other when yncler arms ; 
and while off duty, their time is wholly 
jfiiled up in cleaning their arms, accoutre* 
merits, and clothes, and preparing for the 
ijext guard. — I imagine thefe may be part, 
at leaftr of the reafons which induce the 
King of Pruffia to prefer quartering, his 
pen in private houfes j fqf in aU otjhey 
refpe&s, lodging them together in barracks 
woijld be more convenient, and moreagree^ 
able to {he gepius of his government. 

The palace at : Potfdam, or what they 
call the caftle, is a very noble building, 
.with magnificent gardens adjacent. I (hall 
not trouble you with a defcriptiorr of either, 
pnly it ftruck me as a thing rather uncom- 
inon inL a palace, . to find the ftudy by i*r 

the 



the ftnfcft * patfqterrtlfofit. $)&ApM*tMm 

of- this..are .af:m*n^;lHYieiV , 93wfwriltagfc 
dcfk, the emhtlteflMweftia; ofi $tifettar*!>4 
the a.cqoirimod«lis)naE)ffPfi(ihe;.1?oofe^ uw«* 

iii in.' fine tafte* - °t ? ■ .: .»- , ; : -■.-. 

: iThe perfon whxi- lattemfed us r afted J if 

we; hbd; afty defire ton fee ^his fft^aj*fty/* 

fiftfiaiJYe; hfc cqs4m&w1 ,«**<* &ftiAh§fflbfU 
wheffr, the moftarc^lfi^es.aj-e^eppfigiiji 
it h&d>very difor,e^?pj^aa^ffl>ift,bia 

iibrilfy. jThe.iwhojeo tyardfQbe} stJnfifted. 
of two blue coats, faced witfr j*d» f$h$Jin* 
ing of one a little .toji^t^Qje^wjjift- 
coats, .a good; deal {gjed. w#» ,,$>$& 
foOfFj-T— three pair.^f^ellow-brwchek pv$ 
a iuit pf bjue. y^et^bjojdfl&dj y$k 
filveyy forgTand^occafipaa. , v:r -) fii j ,, f . 
I imagined at fipft, thatf th,e//ma%jMui 
got a tew, of the.JCii^'s.py^he^ia^ 

kept.the!p> :: h.ere tft, aW^(«n^»Pg#r^A ck»b 
upon iefiqliiry, I. waCttfusaJjjjhtt.whtfcJ 

lUve. JU<mtw>ne4ji Wlk : tte>M&:p£$W$fl*& 

I 4 which 
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#hkh HfrWit Sa«s^due^ form fche en'j 
tu* wurdcoK of tbiflKifig of Pruflra. Ou» 
tma&tfafdMj ik>had*Mtkx known it more 
«d8aplofl& >e A#> jfbrrthe viMi fuh% it was 
•bout ten years of age, and ftill enjoyed 
ill tfo£ ^vigou* j&tytnitiu* Indeed-, if -the 
jnothi <^kred'it-aat mftcb as his Majbfty has 
dbneVft Wajr lad the age bf • Methufatea*;*-* 
la the^afrie rbbtti, are fottie ftandaKfe be- 
tokgfhg: fb the cavalry* "• Infteati of the 
tffhaT f^iAre flag, two or three of tfcefe 
faaVe^he figures of eagles in carved filver 
ffoed> oh a pole. '" 

-^StMe bed-'chamBtr Mere the late King 
$efl; »'3tt 'fte' Ibtfjjr' part bf the Srindo* 
^ctf'^fbW into i&V garden, four panes 
have aefcfn' removed^arid a piece bf gfafs, 
equal in fize to all ,c ¥ner fotir, (applies their 
p^ce»~- "We-were informed that his late 
taajefty's ftprethe'eVHght through life had 
Beffeb to fix fcis tre-bpS ^jfcrcffe-, and that, he 
had-WtaintdcSiW- pafTmn' till Mb laft •bi'eatk 

WheW'h^^s'ecMhed t6 his r^oto-fey hi« 
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lad illnefs, he ufed to fit and view them, 
through the window, which had been 
framed in this manner, that he might en- 
joy thefe dying contemplations with the 
greater corivenjency.~ Eecoming gradually 
weaker, by the increafing diftemper, he 
could hot fit, but was obliged to He on a 
cbuch thfough 'the* <Jay. '"" -When- at arti^tltnfe 
he was urico'mm'ot'ily hrigilid, ttajPVaifed 
his head to the window' "ind a Tight "of 'the 
men under arms was perceived to tfp&rate 
like a cordial, and revive his Tpirits.- — By 
frequent repetition, however, even this cor- 

r - . » 

dial loft its effedt. — His eyes became dim — 
when his head was .railed, he could no 

longer perceive the .foJdiers,.*and he. ex- 
pired. 

This .wa$ feeling the. ruling paflion as 
ftrohg in death as' any c man ever felt it. 
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• - Potfdam. 

T, Hav& been fy^ c ? o, r « thrice, at , San$- 
- SqujcL which is at a fmall diftance from. 
Potfdam, The King lives conftantly at 
the Old Palace, except when fome people 
of very great diftin&ion come to.refide with, 
him for fome days. He then receives them 
at the New Palace, and remains there him- 
felf during their (lay. 

The gallery contains a great collection 
of paintings, fome of them originals*, highly 
efteemed— -The mod valuable are of the 
Flemifh fchool. — Some people who pafs 
for connoifleurs, and for aught I know 
may be what they pretend, affert, that the 
King has not a juft tafte in painting, which 
appears by his purchafing a great many 

very 
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very indifferent pi&ures. Whatever may 
be in that* it is certain that his Majefty 
does not give the lead importance to the 
opinion of thefe connoiffeurs; but buys, 
admires', and avows his admiration of fucfr 
pieces as appear excellent in his own eye$* 
without regarding what they or others 
may think. It has no weight with him, 
that the piece is faid to be by Raphael, 
Guido, or Corregio. If he fees no beauty 
in it, he fays fo, and. without ceremony, 
prefers the work of a modern or obfeure 
painter. ,,.,.-. 

This is considered by many critics id 
painting as blafphemy, and ihocks them 
more than any other fpecies of impiety, A 
painter and great connoifieur, whom the 
King had difcufted, by reje&ing fome 
pictures of his recommending, and by pur- 
chafing others iwhich ;he had condemned, 
faid ((peaking of the King), The man 
imagines, becaufe he can play on the Ger- 
man flute, &Qd has been- praifed by a par- 
io /■ eel 



,*4 • vtEw:x>.ErisaciETT aj*d; 

ed :of poets and rphildfophers,*; anil ^ hat 
giip?4 teti or ar'dweft battles* that; there-* 
fete (be - undterftands painting ^ - buD'Aghting 
(mttlds is imp tiujtfg* and: a true knerofedge 
«JF fainting is another, and that 'be : : wcll 
fiadot^rbk cofttfi ?;:• ^j 

- • A= few years. aftBP -the i.at« W2**# the Klirrg 
<xf iPraifia begaa- t<$ biiild ihe twvr patfaea 
pf Sans*SoUci> which is a6W <}o&tpletefy 
finifhed, and is certainly a very **0bte 
a&4 fplendid work. The offices are at a 
coofiderabie diftance, and arc joined to thq 
body of the palace by a double celonnadei 
which has a very grand effe&. The front 
of the palace fcems rather crbWded^ by thq 
great number of ftatues which . are intended 
to .ornament it Thefe ar$: generally iq 
groups, representing fpme ftory ftom Ovid. 
This building has a cupola, terminated by 
j* .large croM&B* Aipported by the three 
graces, Tbe Bltike of HamHtoii obferved, 
that three P^fljaa-grsfiadisis would fcwft 
U$? more fcitaMe. r Qa iiie ©ro luxd-floor* 

ia 



ift! the ttrirffflep f there Hs a -targe tetly? wharf* 
floor, fides, and roof* ^are all fcbf J ifcatbtei 
U js , ^fil}ed/^e^grQtt;-o, and tfaejipriafcCRSfifc 
correfpoad qrith-tbat name* Thi3,.rcK*tfi 
can be agreeable, only when the weiathecris 
expeffively hot. In Itajy, it would be de- 
lightful. The roof of this .hail is low, and 

vaulted, arid fupports another room in all 
. refce&s, of the fame dimenfions, ^only 
higher/ This fecond room is alfo lined 
with beautiful marble. ~ The other Apart- 
ments are adorned with rich furniture and 

t m -M 

paintings, all very fliowy. Many people 
tbink them gaudy*— It muft be owned, 
that * the gilding is laid on with a very 
laviffi hand. 

Oppofite to the old palace of Sans-Souci* 
and immediately without the gardens, 
Lord Marechal has built a houfe, where 
he conftantly refides. You are well ac- 
quainted with the amiable character of this 
nobleman* We waited on him fbon after 
our arrival, and have dined with him fe- 

veral 
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vcral tin^e* fince. On the front of his 
ho ufe is this inferi priori : 

FREDERICKS II. NOBIS HiEC OTIA FECIT. 

Adjoining to (his hotife is a fmall garden, 
with a door which communicates with the 
King's garden of Sans-Souci, fo that his 

Lordfliip has the full enjoyment of thefe 
gardens. The King has alfo a key to my 
Lord's little garden, and frequently walks 
by this paflage to vifit him. 

We fet out for Berlin to-morrow* 

Adieu. 
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Berlin, 



r , » # 



^TX7E arrived here in the height of the 
preparation Tor the reviews. No- 
thing was to be feen in the Hreets but fol- 
diers parading, and officers hurrying back- 
wards and forwards. The town looked 

i - • 

more like the cantonment of a great army, 
than the capital of a kingdom in the time 
of profound peace. The Court itfelf re- 
fembled the levee of a General in the field 
•— ekdept the foreign minifters, and a few 
'ftrangers, every man there (for there were 
.no women) was drefled in a military urii- 
form'. 

Mr. Harris, the Britifh minifter, attend* 
ed tKe Duke of Hamilton the day we were 
prefentVd to the King. A fon of "Prince 

Kaunitz's, 
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Kaunitz's, and fome other ftrangers, were 
prefented at the fame time. The Count 
Reufe, chamberlain of the Court, named 
each perfon to his Majefly as he approach- 
ed. He converged a $opfiderabte time with 
the Duke, and fpoke a few words to 
every, perfon. who was prefented. — His 
,. countenance and manner are exceedingly 
^animated. — He, feemed that day in very 
Jhigh ipirits, and fpoke to all his o facers in 
_an eafy ftyle, and with a kind of gay .affa- 
bility. .. On their part, thpy appear befqr.e 
their matter with an^ereft military bold- 
nefs> free front .that cringing addrefs which 
pr&vails in many Courts, but would not 

r fuccged here. 

• - » « » * 

, . The king was three days ,at Berlin be- 
Jfcce t the reviews began, and paffed fome 
.hours. . every morning in the park* wheye 
there were four or five thoufand meji or- 
altered, daily, not -to be exercifed, but urn- 
,ply that the King might examine the ftate 
^pf .each corps iij particular : and it is ijicre- 

dible 
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dible with what accuracy and minute at* 
tentkm be did examine them, the Colonel 
of the regiment tinder fcrutiny walking 
along with him, to anfwer any queftion, 
and hear his directions and remarks. By 
this exa&nefc, he not only knows the con- 
dition of the army in general, but the ap-» 
pe*raiite, degree of difcipline, and ftrengtb 
of eaok reghneht. 

The whole number reviewed was about 
thirty -fix or thirty- eight thoufand, confift* 
ing of the garrifon of Berlin , and troops 
from foroe of the ddjacem towns and vil- 
lager This army was in the field three 
Warnings fiaeceffively, and the operations 
Were different each day. 1 fliail endeavour 
to give you an idea of the plan of the laft 
day's review, which k frefheft ia my me- 
mory* 

At break of day, about eight thouGmd 
men marched out of Berlin, under the 
command of a general officer, and took 
pofleffion of a village, fituated on a rififtg 

Vol. II. K ground* 
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ground, at the diftanceof two or thirds* 
miles. About an hour after, the King? 
himfelf joined the army, which was afV 
fembled without the gates* He divided it. 
into thrte columns* * Twp general officers; 
took the command of two of them ; . he: 
himfelf led the third. The whole marched 
by three different routes towards the vil« 
lage, where the former . detachment, had 
how taken pod. In the attack and de- 
fence- of this vilfege the review confifted. ; 
As -the army advanced, they, were can-? 
nonaded from the village, but could not 
be fuppofed to fuffer much, becaufe the 

leader of each column advanced with cam 
tion, taking fuch circuits as expofed the 
men very little. 

At length the three "columns met on a 
large plain near the village, but piote&ed 
from the batteries by a rifing of the 
ground. Here the King formed the army 
into two lines. While this was doing, 
they were perfedkly fecure ; but they could 

not 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 131 1 

pot advance towards the village otherwifc 
than by going over the fwell in the ground, 
and being expofcd to all the cannon of the 
enemy, This was to berperformed, there- 
fore, with as much expedition as could be 
confident with, good order. The right 

» 

wJag.Qf^the army made the attack. As 

foon as the fignal was given, all the drums 

'-»•• » . . . . ..... »*., 

^nd fifes ftruck up at once. The foldiers 
advanced with a rapid pace. A numerous 
train of large field-piecea, placed at proper 
intervals, advanced with equal velocity, 
and. kept in a line with the front rank* 
The rapidity with wliich they were'charged 
and discharged, as they advanced, was' quite 

* •* » 

aftonifhing. When the line came within 
a proper diftance of the village, the fol- 

'diers" began to ufe their firelocks. In the 
» , . f. • «- 

mean time there was a furious cannonade, 

and difcharge of fmall-fhot from the vil- 

'V ... , • • ■*. * • » 

Jpge. The King was between the adyari* 

cing line and the village during the attack* 
When they had got very near the hedges, 

K 2 a new 
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a neW battery opened from the viflagj£. 
The King gave a fignal, and the firft line 
broke, fell into ati artificial confufion, and 
gave back towards thefecond line, which 
opened at feveral places, and clofed again 
the moment the retreating line had pierced 
through. The fecond line then moved to 

the attack, as the former had done. This 

• t > 

alio feemed to be repulfed — a retreat was 
founded, and the whole wing began td 
retire, A body of cavalry then appeared 
From the village, r and were advancing to 
^charge the retreating army, but were thenar 
felves charged, and driven back* by the 
cavalry of the right wing. 

A body of huflars purfued alfo from the 

village, and harafled the retreating army. 

* • 

Thefe were fometimes repulfed by the fol- 
diers, who turned and fired on them, and 
fometimes by detached parties of cavalry, 
which drove them away. ' 



Thefe 
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Th?fe various operations tailed from 
five in the morning till noon, when the 
troops returned to Berlin. — It is hardly 
poffible for any words of mine to convey 
an adequate idea of the perfect manner 
in which thefe evolutions were executed. 
The charges made by the cavalry were 
praifed by the King himfelf. I had never 
feen fo great a body together, and had no 
idea that it was potfible to charge at full 
gallop, and keep the N ranks and diftances fo 
exa&ly as they did. 

Upon the principle, that velocity is equal 
to weight, they endeavour to compenfate 
for the lightnefs of the horfes by the 1 
quicknefs of their motion. The huffars 
in the Pruflian army are taught, not only 
to harafs a retreating army in detached 
parties, but to charge like heavy cavalry 
in a large body. The late General Seid- 
litz, who had the reputation of being the 
bed officer of cavalry in Europe, brought 
the Pruflian dragoons to a wonderful de- 

K 3 gree 
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gree of perfection ; arid it is faid that he 
gained the battle of Rofbach by one brilk 
charge. Ever fince, the King of Pruffia 
has beftowed great attention on his cavalry. 
They are now habituated to charge in large 
bodies, and at full fpeed. 

« 

The cuirafliers are the flower of the 
Pruffian army. They are drefled in buff 
coats, and wear very heavy iron bread- 
plates, which coyer all the fore-part of the 
body, and have heeh tried by mufket-fhot 
before they are delivered to the mep. 

I negle£ted to mention, that the infantry 
were ordered to fh'out as they advanced to 
the attack on the village, and that this 
pra&ice is adopted by the Pruflians in a&uaj 

» 

fervice. The King, as I am infchrned, is 

* • • 

of opinion, that this keeps up the fpirits of 
the men, and prevents them from reflect- 
ing oathe danger of their fituation. Therp 
is. a greater proportion of drummers in 
the Pruffian fervicp than in moft others: 

a regu- 
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a regulation, in all probability, founded on 
the fame principle. 

The evening after the reviews, there 
were a concert and fupper at Prince Hen- 
ry's palace. The Queen was prefent, and 
the King's brothers, Henry himfelf, and 
Ferdinand, with their Princeffes ; alfo the 
Prince and Princefs of Pruffia, Prince 
Frederick of Brunfwick and his Princefs, 
and a numerous company. I here deli- 
vered to Prince Frederick the letter I had 
brought from his mother, who I found had 
before apprized him of my intention to go 
to Berlin. 

The King himfelf was not prefent. He 
feldom appears at feftivals. All his hours, 
not employed in bufinefs, he fpends in 
reading, or in the facie ty of a few people 
whom he efteems. The Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick is at prefent the King's moft 
conftant companion, a choice which does 
not more honour to the Prince than to the 
King's difcernment. 

K 4 Prince 
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Prince Henry's palace is one of the moft 
magnificent buildings in Berlin, No fub» 
je& of the King of Pruffia lives in a more 
fumptuous manner than this Prince, who 
keeps a numerous eftablifhment of fervarits, 
moftly handfonie young men, very richly 
drefled. The entertainment on this occ*» 
fion was remarkably fplendid. 
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Berlin. 



•T^HE day after the reviews, the King, 
attended by his nephew, the Prince of 
Pruffia, and the Hereditary Prince of Bruns- 
wick, fet out for Magdeburg, where there 
is a camp of 15,000 men. He afterwards 
will proceed to Silefia, and his new ac- 
quired dominions in Poland, and is not ex- 
pe&ed at Potfdam for fix weeks at lead. 

His Majefty makes the fame circuit 
twice every year.— ^Surely no King in Eu«* 
rope can have fuch a thorough knowledge 
of his dominions and fubje&s as this mo- 
narch. — His abfence from Berlin has made 
but little relaxation in the duty, and none 

* 

in the difcipline, of the troops. The re- 
views 
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views were fcarcely over, when field-days 
began. There are 1500 or 2000 of the 
troops belonging to this garrifon exercifed 
in the park almoft every morning, befides 
thofe who appear on the parade for the or- 
dinary guards. 

A review, fuch as that which I endea- 
voured to defcribe, is undoubtedly one of 
the fineft (hows that can be exhibited : but 
when . a fpedator of fenfiliility reflects on 
the means by which thefe poor fellows are 
brought to this wonderful degree of accu- 
racy, he will pay a feyere tax for this fplen- 
did exhibition*-— The Pruffian difcipline on 
a general view is beautiful j in detail it is 
{hocking. 

.When the young ruftic is brought to; 
the regiment, he is at firft treated with a 
degree of gentlenefs ; he is inftru&ed by, 
words only how to walk, and to hold up 
his head, and to carry his firelock, and he 
is not punifhed, though he fhould not fuc* 

ceed 
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ceed in his eaflieft attempts : — they allow 
his natural awkward nefs and timidity to 
wear off by degrees : — they feem cautious 
of confounding him at the beginning, or 
driving him to defpair, and take care not to 
pour all the terrors of their difcipline upon 
his aftonifhed fenfes .at once. When he 
has been a little familiarifed to his new 
date, he is taught the exercife of the fire- 
lock, firft alone, and afterwards with two 
or three of his companions. This is not 
entrufted to a corporal or ferjeant ; it is the 
duty of a fhbaltern officer. In the park at 
Berlin, fevery morning may be feen the 
Lieutenants of the different regiments ex- 
ercifing, with the greateft affiduity, fome- 
times a fingle man, at other times three or 
four together ; syid now, if the young re- 
cruit (hows , riegledt or remiffnefs, his at- 
tention is roufed by the officer's cane, which 
is applied with augmenting energy, till he 
has acquired the full. command of his fire* 

lock. 
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lock.— He is taught fteadinefs under arms, 
ju»d the immobility of a ftatue y — he is in- 
formed! that all his members are to move 
only at the word of command, and oot at; 
his own pleafure :— -that fpeaking, cough- 
jqg, fneezing, arp all unpardonable crimes j 
and when the poor lad is accomplished to 
their mind, they give him to underftand, 
that now it is perfectly known what he can 
do, and therefore the fmalleft deficiency 
will be punifhed with rigour. And al- 
though he fhould deftine every moment of 
his time, and all his attention, to cleaning 
his arms, taking care of bis clothes, and 
pra£tiling the manual exercife, it is but 
barely poflible for him to efcape punifh- 
ment ; and if his Captain happens to be of 
a< capricious or cruel difpofition, the ill- 
fated foldier lofes the poor chance of that 
poflibility. 

As for the officers, they are not indeed 
fubje&ed to corporal puniflxment, but 

they 
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they afS obliged to beftow as unremitting 
attention on duty as- the men. • The 
ftbaltef nS are almoft cdnftantly on guard, 
or exercifing the recruits : the Captain 
knows, that he will be blamed by his Co- 

* • • * * « _ 

lonel, and can expe& no promotion, if his 

• ^ 

company be not as perfett as the others: 
the'Cdlonet entirely lofes the King's favour 
if his regiment fhould fail in any particular : 
the General is anfwerible for the difciplinc 
of the brigade, or garrifdn, under his im* 
mediite command. The King will not be 
Tatisfied with the (General's report en that 
ftibje&, but muft examine every thing him- 

felfy fo that from his Mfrjefty, down to the 

« 

tonimon centirtel, every individual is alert. 
And as the King, who is the chief fpring 
and primum mobile of the whole, never 
relaxes, the faculties of jpvery fubordinate 
perfon are kept in conftant exertion : the 
confequence of which is, that the Pruflian 
army is the beft difciplined, and the readied 

for fervke at a minuted warning, of auy 

now 
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now in the world, or perhaps that ever was 
in it. Other monarchs have attempted to 
carry difcipline to the fame degree of per- 
fedion, aild have begun this plan with 
aftonifliing eagerne fa. But a little time • 
and new objeds have blunted their keen- 
nefs, and divided their attention. They 
have then delegated the execution to a 
commander in chief, he to another of in- 
ferior rank, and thus a certain degree of 
relaxation having once taken place* ibon . 
pervades the whole fyftem ; but the-perfe*- 
verance of the King of Pruflia is without 
example, and is perhaps the mod remark- 
able part of his extraordinary character. ■ 
That degree of exertion which a maa 
of a vigorous mind is capable of making 
on fome very important occafion, the King 
of Pruflia has njade for thirty years at a 
ftretch, without permitting pleafure, indo- 
lence, difguft, or difappointmeiit, tb inter- 
rupt his plan for a (ingle day* — And he 
has obliged every perfon through the va- 
rious 
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rious departments of his government to 
make, as far as their characters and 
ftreftgth could go, the fame] exertions,— I 
leave you to judge ia what manner fuch a 

man muft be ferved, and what he is capable 
of performing. 
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LETTER LXVl. 



Berlin. 



T^fO condition in life can be more adtive, 
and at the fame time have lefs va- 
riety in it, than that of a Pruflian officer 
in the time of peace. He is continually 
employed in the fame occupation, and con- 
tinually occupied in the fame place. There 
is no rotation of the troops as in the Britifli 
fervice. The regiments which were placed 
in Berlin, Magdeburg, Schweidnitz, and 
the other garrifons at the conclufion of the 
war, remain there ftill. It is dreaded, 
that if they were occafionally moved from 
one garrifon to another, the foreigners in 
the fervice, who are exceedingly prone to 
defertion, might then find opportunities, 
which according to the prefent plan they 
cannot : for however dcfirous a Pruflian 

7 foldier 



r 
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foldier may be to defert, the thing is al- 
moft impoflible* The moment a man is 
miffing, a certain number of cannons are 
fired, which announce the defertion to the 
whole country. The peafants have a con- 
fiderable reward for feizing a deferter, and 
are liable to fevere penalties if they har- 
bour, or aid him in making his efcape, and 

parties from the garrifons are fent after him 
in every dire&ion. 

As none of the foldiers are eVef allowed 
to go without the walls of the town, it re- 
quires great addrefs to get over this firft 

difficulty ; and when they have been fo 
far fortunate, many chances remain againft 
their efcaping through the Pruffian domi- 
nions j and even when they arrive fafe in 
any of the neighbouring ftates, 

Nunc eadcm forcuna viros tot caffibus aflofl 
Iftfeqiiitur ** 

• The fame fate awaits theifa there, after all the dai&* 
Jeti they have efcaped. 

Vol. IL t For 



t 



* 
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For there they will probably be obliged td 

inlift again as foldiers ; fo that, on the 
whole, however unhappy they may be, it 
is abfurd to attempt -defertion in any other 
way than by killing themfelves, which me- 
thod, as I am told, begins to prevail. 

" In confequence of their remaining con- 
ftantly in the fame place, converfing always 
with the fame people, and being employ- 
ed uniformly in the fame bufinefs, the 
Pruffian officers acquire a ftaid, ferious ap- 
pearance, exceedingly different from the 
gay, diffipated, degag^ air of Britifli or 
French officers. Their only amufement, 
or relaxation from the duties of their pro- 
feffion, feems to be walking on the parade, 
and converfing with each other. The in- 
ferior officers, thus deprived of opportu- 
nities of mixing in general fociety, and not 
having time for ft udy, can have no very 
extenfive range of ideas.. Their knowledge, 
it muft be confefTed, is pretty much con- 
fined to that branch of tadics in which 

they 
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they are fo much employed ; and many of 
them at length feem to think, that to (land 
firm: and fteady, to march ere&, to wheel 
to the right* and left> and to charge and 
difcharge a firelock, if not the fole ufe of 
human creatures, is at leaft the chief end of 
their creation. 

The King, as I have been informed, 
has no inclination that they fhould reafon 
on a larger compafs of thought, which 
toight poffibly lead them to defpife their 
daily employment of drilling foldiers, 
counting the buttons of their coats, and 
examining the ftate of their fpatterdafhes 
and breeches. For as foon as men's minds 
become fuperior to their bufinefs, the bufi- 
nefs will not be fo well performed. Some 
application to other ftudids, and opportu- 
nities of mixing with a more general fo- 
ciety, might make them more agreeable 
men, but not better captains, lieutenants, 
*nd adjutants. 

L 2 His 
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His Majcfty imagines he will always find 
a fufficient number of men of a more liberal 
turn of mind, and more extenfivc notions, 
for officers of great truft and feparate com- 
inands, where the general muftad according 
to emergencies, and the light of his own 
underftanding. He believes alfo, that this 
general fyftem will not deprive him of 
the advantage of particular exceptions, or 
prevent genius from being diftinguifhed* 
when it exifts in the humbleft fpheres of 
his fervice. As often, therefore, as he 
obferves any dawnings of this kind ; when 
any officer, or even foldier, difcovers un- 
common talents, or ah extenfive capacity, 
he is fure to be advanced, and placed in a 
fituation where his abilities may have a 
full power of exertion ; while thofe muft 
ftand ftill, or be moved by a very flow gra- 
dation, who. have no other merit to depend 
on for promotion but afliduity alone, which, 
in the Pruflian fervice, can never conduit 

to 
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t& thfrt rank in the army, where other qua* 
iificatiQn$ are waited 

As to the common men, the leading 
idea of the Pruffian difcipline is to reduce 
them, in many refpe&s, to the nature of 
machines ; that they may have no volition 
of their own, but be a&uated folely by 
that of their officers ; that they may have 
fuch a fuperlative dread of thofe officers as 
annihilates all fear of the enemy ; and that 
they may move forwards wh$n ordered, 
without deeper reafoning or more concern 
than the firelocks they carry along with 
them. 

Confidering the length to which this 
fyftem is carried, it were to be wiihed 
that it could be carried dill further, and 
that thofe unhappy men, while they re-> 
tained the faculties of hearing and obey- 
ing orders, could be deprived of every 
other kind of feeling. 

The common ftate of flavery in Afia, 
or that to which people of civil profef- 

Ja 3 fions 
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fions in the moft defpotic countries are 
fubjeft, is freedom in comparifon of this 
kind of military flavery. The former are 
not continually under the eyes of their 
tyrants, but for long intervals of time may 
enjoy life without 'Teftraint, and as their 
tafte dictates; but all the foreign foldiers 
in. this fertfice, and thofe of the : natives, 
who are fufpe&ed of any intention to de* 
fert, and :confequently never allowed fur- 
loughs, are always under the eye of Tome- 1 

» > 

body, who has the power, and too often 
the inclination, to controul every action 
of their bodies, and every defire,of their 
hearts. 

Since fuch a number of men all over 
Europe are doomed to this ftatg of con* 
ftraint, it is much to be lamented that, 
from the nature of the fervice, the doom 
fhould fall on the ufeful, induftrious pea- 
fantry, who, when uncontrolled by cruel 
and abfurd policy, pafs their days in cheer- 
fulnefa, tailing every real pleafure without 

tbe. 
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the naufea of fatiety, or the flings of re- 
morfe, and perhaps, of all mankind, have 
the greateft enjoyment of life. The fum- 
total of happinefs, deftroyed by removing 
men from this fituation into a date of mi- 
fery, muft be infinitely greater than if 
many of the ufelefs, wealthy^ ^nd^Juxu* 
rious could be t ran dated into the fame 
ftate. This would not be annihilating 
happinefs, but only Shifting the fcene of 
the wretched. Such recruits would only 
be harafled by the caprices of others in- 
ftead of their own ; — plagued with the 
manual exercife, inftead of being tortured 
by peevifhnefs and difguft ; — laid up in 
confequence of running the gantlet, in<- 
ftead of being laid up with the gout; — 
and, finally, knocked down by a cannon- 
ball, inftead of being killed by a fit of the 
apoplexy or a furfeit. 



L 4 
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TNSTEAD of troubling yoq with any 
more obferyations of my own, on the 
nature of the Pruffian difcipline, or the 
principles on which it is founded, I (hall 
give you the fubftance of fame conven- 
tions I have had on that fubje£fc with a 
Pruffian officer of character. 

Walking one morning in the park, we 
faw a poor fellow fmartly caned, for no 
other reafon, but becaufe he did not re- 
turn the ram-rod into his piece with fo 
much celerity aa the reft of the platoon* 
I turned away with indignation from the 
fight, which the officer obferving, faid, 

You think the punifliment too fevere for 
the crime I—There was no crime, faid I,: 

' the 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, *c. »s 3 

the ram-rod ilipt through his fingers by 
accident, and it is not poffible to imagine, 
that the man had any intention to perform 
this important motion lefs rapidly than 
his comrades. Every thing mud be con- 
fidered as of importance by a foldier, re- 
plied my Pruffian acquaintance, which hi$ 
officer orders him to do. In all probability, 
the fault was involuntary ; but it is not al- 
ways poffible to diftinguifh involuntary 
faults from thofe that happen through ne- 
gligence. To prevent any man from hop- 
ing that his negligence will be forgiven a* 
involuntary, all blunders are puniffied, 
from whatever caufe they happen; the 
confequence of which is, that every man 
Is more attentive and alert than he would 
otherwife be. I remember, added he, that 
it was very ufual on field-day* for the dra- 
goons to have their hats blown off. Nobody 

fufpeded that they had bribed the wind to 
play this trick ; yet a general officer being 
put out of Rumour by the frequency of the 

4 accident, 
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accident, gave orders to punifli every man 
to whom it fhould happen; and fince that 
order was put in force, the hats have been 
much feldomer blown off. 

I then mentioned a fa& which appeared 
to me (lill more extraordinary. > A huffar, 
at the lad review, had fallen from his 

horfe at full gallop, and was fo much 
bruifed, that it was found necefTary to carry 
him to the hofpital ; and I had been aflured, 
that as foon as the man fhould be perfedly 
recovered, he would certainly be punilhed 
for having fallen. Now, continued I, 
though a man may be a little carelefs about 
his hat, it cannot be imagined, that this 
huflar was not ferioufly inclined to keep his 
feat ; for by falling, he might have broke 
his neck, or have been trod to death : Or, 
even if you chufe to fuppofe that he did 
not ride with all the attention he ought, 
yet, as he received one fevere punifhment 
by the fall, it would be cruel to inflift an- 
other. I have nothing to oppofe to ths 

foliditjr 
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folidity of your argument, replied the Priif- 
fian, but that General Seidlitz, who was the 
beft officer of cavalry in the world, firft 
introduced this piece of cruelty, fincc 
which it is certain, that the men have 
not fallen fo often. The King imagines, 
continued the Pruffian, that difcipline is 
the foul of an army ; that men in the dif- 
ferent nationfe of -Europe are, in thofe 
qualities which are thought neceflary for 
a foldier, nearly on a par ; that in two 
armies of' equal numbers, the degrees of 
difcipline will determine how far one is 
fuperior to the other. His great objeft, 
therefore, is to keep his own army at the 
higheft poffible degree of perfeSion in this 
eflential point. If that could be done by 
gentle means, undoubtedly he would pre- 
fer them.-^He is not naturally of a cruel 
difpofition.— His general conduct to officers 
of rank proves this. — Finding that the 
hopes of promotion, and a fenfe of ho- 
nour, are fufficient motives to prompt 

them 
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them to their duty, be never has had re- 
eourfe, except in cafes of treachery, to 
any higher punifliment than difmifling 
them. In fome remarkable inftances^ he 
has difplayed more mildnefc than is ufus^l 
in any other fervice. Some of his Geoe* 
rals have allowed towns of the greateft im* 
portance to be taken hy furprife j other's 
have loft intire armies ; yet he never* wa& 
influenced by popular clamour, or by the 
ruinous condition of his own affairs in 
confequence of thofe loflfes, to put any of 
the unfortunate generals to death. And 
when any of them have been fufpended 
for a certain time, or declared, by the 
decree of a court-martial, incapable of a, 
military command under him, he has neve? 
aggravated the fentence by any opproc 
brious commentary, but has rather' al- 
leviated it by fome claufe or meflage, 
which fpared the honour of the condemned 
general. 

The 
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The common foidiere cannot be kept to 
their duty by mild treatment. Severe and 
immediate corporal punifliraent is found 
ttbfolutely neceflary.^Not to ufe it at 
all, or to ufe it in a degree incapable 
of producing the full efFe£t, would he 
weaknefe. Soldiers are fometimes puuUh* 
ed for Hips, which perhaps all their atr 
tention cannot prevent; beeaofe, though 
it is impoffible to afcertain, that any par* 
ticular man could have avoided them, yet 
experience has taught, that, by punching 
every blunder, fewer are committed on 
the whole. This fufficiently juftifies the 
practice of what you call cruelty, but 
which is in reality falutary difcipline ; for 
an individual fuffering unjuftly is not fo 
great an evil in an army, as the permitting 
negligence to pafs unpunifhed. To allow 
ten guilty men to efcape, rather than rifle 
the puniihmeht of one innocent perfba, may 
be a good maxim in morality, or m civil 
government, but the reverfe will be fpund 
preferable in military difcipline. 

When 



# 
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I When the Pruflian had finiflied his dif- 

I courfe, I faid, You feem to negleft all 

: thofe incitements which are fuppofed to 

' influence the minds of foldiera ; the love 

oF glory, the love of country, you count 

as nothing. You addrefs yourfelf to no 

paffion but one. — Fear is the only inftn** 

ment by which you compel your common 

men to deeds of intrepidity.*~Never mind 

the inftrument, replied the Pruflian, but 

». . 

look to the effect. 

I am convinced, anfwered I, that Britifh 
foldiers, with that degree of difcipline 
which fubfifts\ in our army, which is not 
near fo rigid as yours, animated by their 
native courage, and the intefeft which even 
the common men take in all their coun- 

« 

try's quarrels, are at leaft equal to any other 
troops. 

• I hope, faid he, the experiment will 
not be .made foon, for I efteem your na- 
tion, and fhould be forry to fee your troops 

oppofed 
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oppofed to ours in the field : but till they 
are, you cannot be fure of the juftnefs of 
your aflertion. The advantages you gain* 
ed over the French in the late war rather 
makes for my argument, becaufe the French 
•army is more remifs in the article of dis- 
cipline than yours. 

I then returned to my old ground, the 
cruelty of harafling and tormenting men 
without intermifiion ; and afferted, that 
the advantages arifing from fuch exceffive 
feverity, even though they fhould be as 
great as he reprefented, could not form a 
fufficient reafon for rendering the lives of 
fo many men miferable. 

I do not know that they are miferable, 
replied he. — When men are but indiffe- 
rently fed, forced to perform very hard 
duty, certain of being feverely puniflied for 
the fmalleft faults, and fometimes even for 
their misfortunes, can you doubt, faid I, 
that thefe men are miferable ? — They do 

not 
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not feem miferable, replied he, they bctr 
it very well, ■ A nd would you, added f, 
have the left remorfe in tormenting men, 
becaufe they have the ftrength of mind to 
bear it well ? 

I then told him a ftory I had heard of 
an Englifh failor, who was tried for a rob- 
bery he had committed on the highway. 
While his doom was pronouncing, he rait 
ed a piece of rolled tobacco to his mouth, 
and held it between his teeth till he heard 
the Sentence of death paflfed on him. He 
then bit off a piece of the tobacco, and 
began to chew it with great unconcern. 
Sirrah, faid the judge, piqued at the man's 
indifference, do you know that you are to 
be hanged in a very (hort time? — So I 
hear, faid the failor, fquirting a little to* 
bacco juice from his mouth.-a—Do y<m 
know, rejoined the judge, where you will 
go when you die ? — I cannot tell indeed* 
ari't pleafe youf honour, faid the failon— • 

Why, 
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Why, then, cried the judge, with a tre- 
mendous voice, I will tell you: You will 

go to hell, you villain, and there be burnt 
to all eternity.— If I fhould} replied the 
.failor, with perfect tranquillity, I hope, my 
Lord, I fhall be able to bear it. 
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L'ETTER <LXVIII. 



Berlin. 

TJERLIN is certainly one of the moft 
beautiful cities in Europe. The ftreets 
are built in a very regular manner, and of 
a commodious breadth. In the new town 
they are perfe&ly ftraight. Frederick- 
ftreet is reckoned two Englifh miles and a 

half, or a French league, in length. Others, 
which go off at right angles from that, are 
a mile, or a mile and a half long. 

Some people affert, that Berlin coders 
as much ground as Paris. Thefe are not 
Frenchmen, as you will readily believe; 
neither am I of that opinion, but it cer- 



tainly approaches much nearer to Paris in 
fize than in number of inhabitants ; Ber- 
lin is undoubtcdljKnore than biff -flic' fize 

of 
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bf Paris, yet I am convinced it does not 
jcoptajn above a fifth of the-inhabitantjs* 

There are a few very magnificent buildr 
ings m this town. The reft are ne^t 
fcoufes, built of a fitie white free-ftone* 
Ijefier&Hy one, or at <*noft two ftories high* 

Here, as at Potfdam* the finiihing withuj, 

* • . « 

does not correfpond with the elegance of 
the outfide, and the foldiets are quartered 
on the ground-floor in rooms looking to, 
the firebti' The principal edifices are the 
3dngV palace, and that of Prince Henry* 

<Both : of thefe are ^efy magnificent* The 
'-atferial, which k A noble fttu&ure, is bpllt 
m the fc*m .ofa fquare. We wefe inform* 
^ed, that at prefent it contains arms for # 
200,000 men. I am convinced this is no 

'exaggeration. .:■... 

The new Roman Catholic Chtlrdh k«b^ \ [f 

1 

e fcr: :the moftu elegant place; nf w^ft'P » n 
ithe i%i The &ngj%jjfc;$h$ £t*fejfe*jff* 
•sifo of jsuetf f ehgi^Qi otirM ihis tkufe&i(W9* 
olie Jthidksci the ip&IAsfli . oontrottl ibvst SQ$ft[ s 

M a con* 
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confciences highly unjuft. He even has 
the delicacy not to influence them by his 
example, and offends no religion, by giving 
a preference to any one in particular. 

On the front of the opera-houfe, which 

is a very beautiful ftruftqre, is this in* 

* - « 

fcription: " •" 

^ , FRED&RICUS REX, APQLLINI ET MUSIS. 

After obferving the^inicriptions and or- 
naments of the palaces and other public 
buildings,. the new method of decorating 
the churches, the number of Mercuries, 
Apollos, Mtnervas, and Cupids^ that are 
to be met with m this country, a (tranggr 
might be led to fufpeft, that the Chriftian £ 

" 4 

religion was exploded from the Pruffian 
dominions, and old Jupiter and his family 
xeftorsd to their ancient honours. , ; 

/j There is aft equeftrian ftatue of William, 
tlie Great Elector, ton the new bridge over 
the* Spree; °T&is«' highly efteemedas a 
piece t>f fine-workmanfliip.-t«*In the corntr 

of 
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of one of the fquares* is a ftatue of Marfhal 
Schwerin., He is reprefented holding the 
enfign with which he advanced $t the fa- 
mous battle of Prague.— Perceiving his 
troops on the pjoiftt of. giving ipay> he 
feizedr this, from, the officer's hands whofe 
duty it ' w$s it*). * c*rry it, and- marched to- 
wards rhe ertda&y, Calling dut, Let, all but 
cowards follow m<e. - The troops, afhtypaed 
to abandon their general,- charged '♦ncc 
more, and turned the fortune. of- tbsrday**** 
But the brave old Marfhal was killed*. Jtt 
the eighty-fourth ypar of his age. — Do not 
you think the t?roubJe ! of living fo long was 
amply repaid by fuch a death ? 

Inftead of faints or crucifixes, the King 
intends that the churches of Bejlm (hall be 
ornamented with the portraits of men 
who have been ufeful to the ftate. Thofe 
of the Marfhals Schwerin, Keith^ Winter- 
field, and fome others, are already placed in 
the great Lutheran church, 

M3 The 
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■ Th<* foctety inttf whrch ftrangera ifiap 06 
admitted in this capital; u not vanbtis' er 
eitehfive. The PrirfTian offices of [iifie 
higher ranks, whofe time is net enfiteljF 
erigrdTed, like that df their inferior, by 
the duties of their profeffioti, live -'sftoflfy 
with their own families, or with eaeh "-iifcWy 
Excldfivfe of dther reafons which might de- 
iermine theoi to this* it fe fctfdsrftodHl, that 
tfae King does not approve of their forming 
Intimacies with foreign niintftets, or- With 

fttatigers* 

- The Puke of Hamiltoit followed the King 

to Magdeburg to fee the revibws there, stnd 

* 
has fince made a tour els far as Leipfic, with 

two EngliOi gentlemen. My connexion A 

with him, and the letter I brought from * 

the Puphefs of Brunfwick, have procured 
xne invitations, which I flibuld other- 
wife have had but 4 fmall chance of re- 
ceiving. 1 faffed a day lately at a very 
pleafant villa, abotit fix miles from Berlin^ 
Wpnging to the Kind's brother, Prince \ 

Ferdinand ^ 



• 



E«diaand_ Hf M twm^ r t9 z a, fitter bjj 
the Princefc oi I3Wfe,Caflei'a.** the Prin- 
cefi of Pruffia was there at the fame time. 

' • ' • • » iv< i 

wd Prince Frederick of Qropfwick *yith 
hit Princefs,. whp is rem^rkabjy pretty* 
I hare . the. honour of topping fometimes 
with Prince Frederick, who live$ conft^ntl* 
at Berlin. To the fpirit and vivacity com* 
moa to ail his family, he add? 3 tafte for 
poetry, and h$s cpjnppfed fome dramatic 

pieces in the Ifrencfy language which hav$ 
b*en repFeftutcd oa a , little theatre in hip 
Qwa boufe, and in private focietjes *t JJerlia, 
— There has been a continued xquvA cf 
feftfting .all the lad week* 
£ . The Princcfs of Pruffia gave a breakfafjt 

# 4t a garden ia the Park, to which a large 

company was invited. There was dancing, 
which continued all the forenoon. Upon 
all thefe occafions, I faw none. of that ft^tfe 

and ceremony of which the Germany are 

* # 

accufed. TJjofe of the higheft. rank he- 
hayed yf ith the ^grcateft eafe and affability 

M4 to 



* 



to every perfon'prefent, and joined* fn Aid 
country-dances, 4 without K bbferving • ' ahy 
form or etiquette. 

The mihifter, Count Finkenftein,' gav£ 
a great dinner and ball, on account of the 
marriage or ohe of his fons. The Count 
Keufe, and fome others, have alfo given 
entertainments j ' but ' the chief and perma- 
nehf fociety 1ft to be found at the holifes of 
the foreign 4 niiriifters whb refide here. I 
have been introduced to all of them by- Mr* 
Harris, his ' Majefty's erfvoy extraordinary, 
WhoKvfeVfifere in! a'ftyle /tfhich does hoftour 

• * 

\6 his country and himfelf.- 5 ' > 

* We have received very great civilities alfo 
from Baron Van Swleteh/minifter from- ^m 

the Court of Vienna/ a" 4 tiian of wit 'arid • 

erudition^ fie is fon ' to ' the celebrated 
phyfician, wheife works are fo highly 
efteemed all over Europe.' There are tw*> 
or three general officers who are "pretty 
pfteri at the houfes of thefe minifters; an$ 
entprtain ftrangers occasionally at home.~ 

Befides^ 



J* 
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Betide* thofe I have named, there are very 
few- of the King of Pruflia's ifervants who 
have any conne&ion with the ftrangers that 
come to BeilitL I haveTha£ the happinels 
of forming an acquaintance here with two 
very agreeable French gentlemen, the Mar- 
cus de Lava?, ffea of the Puke of that ndme, 
and the Count de Clermont, grandfon of that 
Monf. de Saint Hillaire, whofe arm was car- 
ried off by the famebullet which killed Mar- 
flial Turenne; You remember the fentimeqt '? 
tehich St. Hiilaire exprefled to his fon, who 
lamented his wound — A fentiment which 
proved, that his magnanimity was equal to 
that of the hero whom h^ fo greatly prefer* 

f fed to himfelf* ■ • • 

* * Adieu. 



/ 
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LETTER LX1X. 

■A 

9CFJH}* 

TT7HEN we arrived here firft, the Queen* 

lived at Mont Bijou, a fmati palace 

jtift without the gates. Her Majefty bad 

a public day twice a week while flic re-* 

* 

mained there ; but ihe has lately removed 

to Shoenhaufen, another palace, fituated 

two leagues from Berlin, where flie pafle* 

the fummer. Here fhe has a public day 

*>nly once a week. The Princes, the no«* 

bility, the foreign minifters, and ftrapger% A| 

generally attend on thefe occafions at five 

in the evening. After her Majefty has 

walked round the circle, and fpoke a few 

words to every one, (he fits down to cards. 

There is a table for the Queen, and one 

for each of the "iMncefles, all of whom 

choofe their own parties. The reft of the 

company 
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empktif prefect theittfeiites for a few mi- 
AUtes at eich of thefe c^rd- tables, after 
which the duty of the day is over, and they 
' walk m tfojei garden, or form parties at cards 
in the other apartments, as they think pro- 
£er, add rfetUrd to Berlin when it begins to 
§>row dirk. Oh fome particular nights, her 
Majefty invites' a confiderable humber of the 
company to fvpper, who then remain till 
foidnight 

The Quieen^s Court refembles the other 
Courts of Europe ; whereas that at Sans- 
Souei is upon quite a new plan. No . 
Grangers are received there, nor any other 
• perfohs except fuch as have real bufinefs 
£ With the King, There his Majefty is em- 

ployed in his affairs from morning till even- 
ing, and fpends the hours he'deftines for 
relaxation in the company of two or three 
men of letters, and a few officers, who 
dine with him daily. — When he has bufi- 
inefs wkh any of his fervants, or with the 
fcreignmiqifters, which cannot be executed 

by 
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by letter, they attend him at Sana-Souci, 
and come away as foon as that, bufinefs is 
tranfa£ted. 

Thofe affcmblie6 at Shoenhaufen are the 

« 

only gftahli&ed amufement for the ladies 
of qitality ;at Berlin during the fummer ; 
but you. have frequent opportunities of 
meeting with the court ladies at the houfes 
of the foreign minjfters. .. . , 

The French manners and turn q£ think- 

ing certainly prevail very little among the 

• ** ... 

Pruffian officers ;. but the ladies of the 
court of Berlin have more the air of French 
women than thofe of any coujx \ have 
feen. v Mademoifelle de Hartfield^ firft lady 
of honour to the Queen, with an infinite 
deal of wit, has all the eafe and elegance 
which diftinguifh the ladies of the court of 
Verfailles. 

His Majefty very feldom appears at the 
Queen's court, or at any place where 
women form part of the affembly. When 
he inclines to unbend, his amufements are 

of 



* 
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of a nature h* which fjiey 'dtatokfetio fliarei 
Itonceiard toalady^crf. \&s Court, ^hact; it 
wad a pity ftfe Majefty ^id not lore wornem 
>*-<tonfidering his titteroMift) iaid-iH^ -we 
coulddiJfbmxfe with his love ; but it is hard 
that he saiinbt endure us. r : !: 

Notwithstanding this* humour oF.the 
King's, ;the ladies here : are by no means 
tiegleded ^ferjr .the men in general. :-Mapy 
of the married women particularly^ have 
-avowed admirers, who aitend. tbeaxr\tih , all 
jQccafioDs^ anivinvit^ ^?ij& jhgipa to a\l en- 

tertainineftte, ifit ,qsxt c . tfeem at tables and 
.whom the .faafter or ijfiftrefs of the r feaft 
takes care to 4 place ia tjafi fjmie party with 
them at cards. . W{>en r ,a; lad# is> not- pro- 
vided whh aa ; attepdaat of- this :kiod,~ hqr 
feuftfand^ &ft; well as herfelf, is generally a 
little .«ut..i)6:fi«|tn|tenafjv?j|, s «i<l both feem 
<iatber in.rfn ftabffsr&fcuttiqn,; tilltfcis ne- 
ceffiuy eiinftrtil^fttxbe/ftw^rfj , ,--,; 
.*:i A- mis&rtiiira voferfc jytfry^rujift . mature 

happen^ 'la/teiy td))*-/ce©tftM> »^fideraan 
/ here; 



«■ ■ « 
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here ; inftcad cf jcx^reffing concern about 

him or hit wife, (for he was a married 

man,) every body fyenpathized, in tjie tear 

cdereft manner, wkh another lady, betMMa 

wkm and this unfortunate gtomteman the 

mod intimate connection was thought to 

fubfift: they faid ihe was one of the 

worthieft women in the would, and of- fuch 

delicate feelings, that her health .might be 

'injdred by the impreffion tfhe gentleman's 

^misfortune would make .upon her mmdvw- 

Being forprifed that no mention was made 

of his wife all this time, I aiked if fhfe 

-might not alio be in fome metffure affe&etl 

'by her hufband's difafter ?— I was told, that 

~fhe: was otherwife occupied, and that any 

thing which could happen to her hu&ahfd 

was of little or no importance to hot lib en 

enquired if {he and her huiband lived joh 

bad terms; 1 was informed* that on the 

contrary, they were on the 4wft ' footing -in 

the worfd, for \ that he? was ' much attached 

r roanott^r woman-Kthe yeryJady tfceyfo 

'. - T • greatly 
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greatly lamented) and that bU wife was 
entirely devoted to another maa: fo the 
account between them being perfedly ba^- 
Mnced^ tbey rJi wd free of all ^omeftic de- 
bates, in va ftate of mutual neglect, au4 
gngrofied with feparate- paflioaa. ' vi 

K . In this > country , wiien both 'parties are 

nviHingV and when there are no children, 

» . • • « • 

"a divorce may be obtained With very little 
•trouble of eifcpence ; : we are '"frequently in 
companies, Where a lardy, hetprefent iatrtl 
%rnfter hufoatitfi afe at'tibte, and all'partie's 
^itfhave^ntWtnoft pofite and friendly man- 

"ner to each otntr. 

t > j » • 

I have heard of one gentleman, who 
toing lived in a ttate of domeftic jarring 
^frhn his wife, "gttt her * per fuaded to con- 
cur with him in applying for a divorce.— 
'This^as^fx^ 'bbtaind^He thenar. 
3 iie ; d i&othfeV woman, with whom ne Was 
vialentfy ta 'fovej ind 'eipeaed, as uftfal, 
'eterhat ! ha^pih^fs. 'After marriage^' flow- 
ever, 
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ever,' this paflion cobled father fodner than 
common, and within a few months he' 
became the profeffed admirer of his firft 
wife. He now faw a thottfabi' charms i4 
her perfon and cohverfation, which had 
entirely efcaped his notice, while the bonds 
of wedlock fubfifted. He alio . difeovered, 
that certain peculiarities ia her mannec, 
which... he had formerly thought exceed- 
ingly awkward, were in reality .gracpfaj. 
He S^grefied his remorfefpr his. former 
bli,nda^fs in the moft pathetic terms :, the 
lady was ibfteoed, and at length gave the 
moft perfect marks of forgivenefs ; and it 
was univerfally thought^, that he thus 
contrived >to live, in ^dulteqr; ^rjth tfce rvery* j 

woman to whom he had been lawfully 
married* 

• \ 

, Here jealou.fy i&held ixi^ualx^empt 
and deteftation, jmd fcandal is rvery iittle 

with their, own priv^e affairs,; tt}at, they fel- 

dora 
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dom ^rouble their heads about the. bufinefs 
of their neighbours. If, in the courfe of 
converfation, an intimacy of a particular 
kind is hinted at between people of differ- 
ent fexes, it is mentioned accidentally as a 
fad of no importance, and without the 
fmalleft blame or ill-natured refie&ion on 
either of the parties. One reafon of this 
may be, that there is fcarce fuch a thing (I 
am allured) as an old maid in his PrufTian 
Majefty's dominions. 

The moft fafhionable walk in Berlin, is 
in the middle of one of the principal ftreets. 
— Before the houfes on each fide there is a 
caufeway, and between thefe two caufeways 
are fine gravel walks, planted with lime- 
trees. — Tents are pitched under thefe, and 
ice, lemonade, and other refrefhments fold. 
The bands of mufic belonging to the regi- 
ments pra&ife here in the fummer.— -The 
company generally are in the greateft num- 
ber in the evening, and often walk till it is 
very late. 

Vol. II. N ■ , -Nunc 
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■ N unc et campus, et areae, 



Lenefque fub no&em fufurri, 
Compofita repetantur hora *. 

• Beneath the grateful evening (hade, 
The public walks, the public park, 
Are affignations duly made, 

With gcntle-whifpers in the dark. 
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LETTER LXX. 



Berlin. , 

* 

^T O T H I N G furprifed me more, when 
I fir ft came to Berlin, than the free- 
dom with which the people fpoke of the ></,•><>*/ / 
meafures of government, arid the conduct 
of the King*, I have heard political to- 
pics, and others which I fhould have 

thought ftill more ticklifh, difcuflfed here 

> 

with as little ceremony as at a London 
coffee-houfe. The fame freedom appears 
in the bookfellers' (hops, where literary 
productions of all kinds are fold openly. 
The pamphlet lately publifhed on the di- 
vifion of Poland, wherein the King is very 
roughly treated, is to be had without 
difficulty, as well as other performances, 
which attack fome of the moil confpicuous 

* r 

chara&ers with all the bitternefs of fatire. 

N 2 A go- 



r 
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A government, fupported By an army 
of 180,000 men, may fafely difregard the 
criticifms of a few fpeculative politicks, 
and the pen of the fatirift. While hip 
Majefty retains the power of difpofing *of 
the lives and properties of his fubje&s as 
liis wifdom fliall* dfteft, he allows them 
the moft perfedfc freedom to amufe them- 
felves with as maAy remarks or jokes on 
his conduft as they pleafe. 

The mind of this ihonarch is infinitely 
fuperior to that goflipirig difpofition, by 
which the defpicable race of whifperers 
and retailers of fcahdal thrive at fonfie 

r 

\ 

courts. Convinced that the fame perfidy 
which can betray a real converfation, may 

invent a falfe one, he liftens to no little, 
malicious tales of what has paffed in pri- 
yate companies, or during the hours of 
convivial mirth. Any perfon who fhould 
attempt to repeat anecdotes of this kind 
to him, would be driven from his prefence 
with difgrace. He treats with equal con- 
tempt 



1 
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tempt all anonymous letters,, and every kit^d 
of injurious information, jphien the informer 
declines appearing openly in fuppa^t of his 
affertions. . - - V 

This greatJPrince is* fo.perfe&ly deyoid 
of fufpicion and perfonal fe^ that he r§- 

fides at SansrSquci without any guard 
whatever. An, orderly • ferjeant, ,or cq$- 
poral only, attends there in^ .the day-tinje 
to carry occafional orders to the garrifon 
at Potfdam, whither he always returns in 

I • / „» . . J / i I i • .»t 

the evening. In this, boufe, where the 
King ileeps every nighty there are npt 
above ten or a dozen pejfons, the Servants 

. < , ■ • * * * . • • • • I 

included. When you recollect that Sans- 
Souci is( a folitary manfion, about half a 
league from Potfdam, whcpe all the guards 

are fhut upu and therefore could be of no 
manner of uf$, in cafe , of any attejmpt on 
the King's perfon during the night j when 
you confider that he, who lies thus -de- 

, » - . . ' . . . J « * 

fencelefs and expofed, is a defpotic mo- 
narch, who governs by the di&ates of his 

N 3 own 
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own will and underftandirig, without mind- 

* • * 

ing the ill-humour or difcontent of any 

* 

man, or any fet of men, and who, no 
doubt, has many inveterate enemies, you 
inuft confefs, that all thefe*circumftances 
'argue great magnanimity; 

r • 

1 Berlin, though not a fortified, is cer- 

» * 

tainly a very military town. When all the 
foldiers of the* garrifon are prefent, they 
amount to 30,000. In their general conduct 
they are quiet, and the police 6f the town is 
pretty well 'regulated.'' Yet there are fome 
kinds of irregularities which prevail in the 
Irigh eft degree. 'Public courtezans are more 
numerous here than in any town in Eu- 
rope, in proportion to the number of iji- 
habitants. * THey appear openly at the 
windows in the day-time, beckon to paflen- 
ge'rs as they walk in the ftreets, and ply 
for employment in any way they pleafe, 
without disturbance from the magi ft rate. 



It 
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It feems to be a received opinion here, 
that the peace and happinefs of the com-* 
m unity are not interrupted by this fpecies 
of licentioufnefs ; or perhaps it is believed, 
that an attempt to reftrain it would be at- 
tended with confequences worfe than the 
thing itfelf. Therefore nobody is allowed 
to molcft or abufe thofe who have chofen 
this for a trade, and as little attention is 
paid to cuftomers, who frequent the cham- 

bers of thofe ladies, as if they ftept into 

» 

any other houfe or fliop, to purchafe any 
other commodity. 

Another fpecies of debauchery is faid to 
prevail in this capital.— -I" imagine, -how- 
ever, that what is related on that naufeous 
fubjedfc is greatly exaggerated. 

The better kind of citizens and manu- 
facturers live entirely among thofe of their 
own rank, and without affecting the man- 
ners of the courtiers, or ftooping to the 
mean debauchery of the commonalty, main- 

N 4 tain 
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tain the dfeceftcy , plainnefe, and honfefty of 
rhc Gerthan charter* 

His Pruflian Majefty has applied his at- 
tention to no objedfc with fo much zeal, and 
fo little fuccefs, as to the eftabliihing of 
commerce in his dominions. All his ef- 
forts, in order to this, have been Tendered 
abortive by injudicious taxes, by monopo- 
lies, and other reftridtions. Commerce, 
like the wild commoners of the air and the 

r 

foreft, when confined or /hackled, imme- 
diately droops and dwindles, or being 
alarmed, like Love, 
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at fight of humar) ties, 



Spreads its light wjngs, and in a moment 
« flies/' 
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LETTER LXXI. 



Berlin. 

T THANK you, Sir, for the poem and 
pamphlet : you fent me by — r— . I 
own I do not think the. former a very ca- 
pital performance ; yet am not furprifed at 
the great run it has had. For though it 
had contained ftill a fmaller proportion of 
wit, it would have been a good deal re- 
lifhed otr account of the malignity and 
perianal abufe with which! it abounds* 

The Englifh nation have always had a 
great appetite for political writings; but 
thole who.«cater for them have of late 
ferved up fuch meffes of mere politics, as 
feem at length to have turned their fto- 
machfi. A little wit or perfonal fatire is 
now found neceflary to make even a news- 
paper 
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paper go down. The firft is not always 
at the command of the caterer ; he there- 
fore ufes the other in its place, which an- 
fwers his purpofe as well. 

I never had any- deKjght in contemplat- 
ing or expofing the dark fide of human 
nature ; but there are fome (hades fo obvi- 
ousi that you cannot; open your eyes with* 
out obferving them* The fatisfa&ion that 
many people enjoy in reading iibels, where- 
in private charters are traduced, is of 
that number. If to be abufed in pam- 
phlets and news- papers is confidered as 
adverfity,' the truth of. Rochefoucault's 
maxim is. uncontrovertible : — Daqs l'a'dver- 
fite de nos meilleurs amis, nous trouvons 
toujours quelque chofe qui tie nous :depl£it 
pas. 

The common fcribblers of the age .have 
turned to their own account thi$ malevo- 
lent difpofition, which they perceive -to 
be fo prevalent among men.— Like the 

people 
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people who provide bulls and other animal's 
fo be baited by dogs fof the amufement of 
the fpe&ators, thele gentlemen turn out 
a few characters every week to be mangled 
and torn in the moft cruel manner in the 
public news-papers. 

It is the favage tafte of thofe who pay* 
for thefe amiifements, which keeps them 
in ufe. The writers of fcurrilous books in 
London often bear no more malice to the 
individuals they abufe, than the people at 
Paris and Vienna, who provide the other 

horrid amufement, bear to the boars, bulls, 

. * * '■**•. .' 

and other ahirfaals which they e£pofe to 

1 tfie fury of dogS. 

As for the fcribblers, they feldom have 
any knowledge of the perfons whofe cha- 
racters they attack. It is far from being 
impoffible, that the author of the fevere 
verfes you fent me, has no more acquaint- 
ance with the lords and gentlemen againft 
whom he writes with fuch bitternefs, 

than 



i88 



VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 



than the weaver who wove their pecket- 
handkerchiefs. The motive for the fa- 
bricatioa of the one ,as well as the other 
commodity moil probably was daily bread, 
and this poetafter has preferred fatire to 
panegyric, merely becanfe he knew the firft 
was moil to the tafte of his cuftomers. 

I remember once to have been in a eetv 
.tain boofcfeller's (hop, when a letter was 
delivered to him, incloiing a paper, which, 
after he had thrown his eyes over it$ he 
prefented to me, telling me it was ,a 
character of Lord 3 , which he in- 
tended to infert in a certain work then 
publifhing. — I fancy, added he, it will dp 
pretty well j the author is a (harp blade, 
I aflure you ; — none of my boys carry fuch 
an edge, or cut fo deep, as that little gla- 
diator. 

I faund this a mpft bitter inventive 
againft the above-mentioned noblemap, 
written with all the inveteracy of malice 

and 
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and perfonal eftmity, branding him as a 
procRgy of feiSfuality, and accufing hifti of 
every villainous difpofitio'n and propenfity 
tlUt ever tainted the moft corrupt heart. 

This, faid I,- h a touch more bafrmlefr 
production than is intended. The violence 
of this poifon will prove its own antidote. 
The moft voracious ftomach for flander 
and defamatiod will not be able to bear 
fuch a dofe, but inuft reject it with di£* 
guft. Every reader of common under-* 
fianding will clearly perceive, that all this 
abufe has been dictated by malice and per- 
fon^t refentment. v 

Then, replied the bookfeller, every reader- 
of comnion underftanding will clearly per- 
ceive what does not exift ; for the writer 

» 

of that paper, to my certain knowledge, 
never had the fmalleft intercJourie or con- 
tte&ion with Lord S " ■ * j never bore him 
any ill- will, and has not th* Utidft diftant 
wi(h to injure that noble Lord ; as a proof 
*< f 14 of 
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df which, added he, taking another paper 
put of his drawer, here is a character of 
the famte noblemaft, written by t the fame 
author, which is to appear about a week 
after the publication of the former, by way 
of anfwer to it. 

This fecond paper was a continued eu- 

logium on Lord S from beginning to 

end, in which the candid author, having 
compared him to fome of the greateft and 
mod celebrated men, and having polle&ed 
many of the brighteft flowers with which 
Plutarch has adorned his worthies, he 
forms them into one large wreath, which 
he very ferioufly binds round the Englifli 

nobleman's brow, concluding with this 

« 

obfervation, That as his Lordfhip refem- 
bled them in * their virtues, fo like them 
he had .been diflinguifhed by the moft vi- 

\ 

rulent attacks of envy and malice, which 
\vas a tax that had always been paid for 
fuperior talents. _ . { . 
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How come? my Lord $ , faid' I to 

k 

the bookfeller, to be fele&ed from his bre- 
thren of the peerage, and diftinguifhed 
fo remarkably by the obloquy and the 
praife of your ingenious friend ? 

Becaufe, replied he, that nobleman is at 
the head of an active department, and, is 
one of thofe vigorous and decifive charac- 
ters, which never fail to create a number 
of enemies and of friends. His enemies 

# 

are delighted to fee him abufed, and it is 
expected, that his friends will be charmed 
to heat him praifed ; and, between the 
two, my friend's productions will find a 
brifk fale, and I hope to make a tolerable 
job of his Lordfliip ; which, let me tell 
you, cannot be done with every man of 
rank. — Lord, Sir f there are fome of them 

of fuch mawkifh, water-gruel charac- 
ters, as to intereft ho mortal. There is 

-. f a man of fuch high 

rank and filch a known name, that I 

thought 
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thought fomething might have been made 

of him:— And fo I employed my little 
Dra wean fir for and againft him, and two 
very pretty pamphlets he produced ;-— but 
juftas I was going to fend them to the 
prefs, I happened to fhew them to a 
friend of mine, who is an admirable judgi 
in thefe matters. — Tbefe pamphlets,, fays 
he, are very well wrote ; but they'll n$ver 
pay the printing. The perfon who is the 
fubjed pf them is of fuch a cold, tame, 
civil, cautious difpoiition, and has ba- 
lanced fo exa&ly through the whole of 
his life, that he has never obliged or dif- 
obliged any one. He has neither friend 
nor foe in the world : — Every body fays, he 
is a good enough fort of a man ; but were 
he to break his neck to-night no human 
creature would feel either forrow or fatif- 
fa&ion at the event, and a fatire or pane- 
gyric on his grandmother would be as 

much read as thofe written on him. 

In 
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In fa;th* Sir, concluded the Bookfeller, 

I took the hint) and fo the pamphlets never 
appeared* 

Though I was a good deal entertained 
with my friend the Bookfeller's reafoning, 
yet I could not help feeling indignation at 
the literary bravo, who lived in this in- 
famous manner, by wounding and mur- 
dering, or at leaft attempting to murder, 
people's reputations. And thofe are not 
entirely free from blame, who, detefting* 
the writer, take pleafure in the writings* 
He has very poffibly the plea of neceffitous 
circumftances to urge in alleviation of his 
wickednefs :— -but the pleafure they take 
feems to proceed from a pure, difinterefted 
fondnefs of feeing others abufed. Many 
of thofe who cry £hame oni the ficentiouf- 
n$fs of the prefs, 'and exclaim againft the 
injuftice.and cruelty of tearing private cha- 
rafters to pieces in public papers, have the 
mod virulent of thefe prod u& ions ferved 
up every jnornirtg as regularly as their 

Vd§ IL O . toaft 
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toaft and butter. If they would forego the 
pleafure of reading the moft malicious of 
thofe compofitions, the evil they complain 
of would Cfeafe dire&ly. 

* » 

Rut it is ridiculous, and feerts ungrate- 
ful, for people to aflfedt an appearance of 
indignation agatnft thofe who provide for 
them one of the greateft enjoyments of 
their lives. To chuckle over fcandai all 
the forenoon with every mark of pleafure, 
and decry it in the evening with affe&ed 

anger, is as prepoflerous as it would be in a 
judge, firft to feduce a poor wench to for* 
nidation, and then puniih her for the fin. 

You may poffibly retort upon me, by 
putting me in mind of the admiration I 
exprefled . of the ftyle of certain celebrated 
letters, wherein fome eminent characters 
are differed, and tortured with the fcientific 
flrill of an anatomift, and the refined cruel- 
ty of an inquifitor. I anfwer^ that I ad- 
mired the wit and genius, but not the dif- 

■ 

pofitiott difplayed in thofe letters. 

wtalfce, 



MANNERS. IN FRANCE, ftc. 195 

Malice, when introduced- by genius 
and wit, is often toterat^d on account of 
the refpeS due to the introducers ; but 
when the wrirtch comes aloqe,;or is ac- 
companied by dulnefs, which often hap- 
peaSj*:ihe will be expelled with infamy 

ibanvall good company- ' 
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Bedin. 



THE Pruffian army at prefent, accord* 

ine to my information* con (ids of 

/ 180,000 men. If twenty, or even thirty 

thoufand are deduded from this account, 

on the fuppofition that it is exaggerated, 

ftill the remainder will be very great; 

and the expence of fuch an eftabliflunent, 
in time of peace, feems to many almoft 
incompatible with the King of Pruffia's 
refources. Although the revenues of this 
monarch are much greater than is general- 
* ly imagined, yet the armies he has fupport- 
ed, and continues to fupport ; the palace 
he has built, and other expenfive Under- 
takings which he has completed, are not 
fuch proofs of the greatnefs of his revenue, 
as of the prudence with which it has been 

dRnaged. 
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managed. Many other Princes have greater 
revenues, which, like water fpilt on un- 
cultivated land, and affifting the growth of 
ufelefs weeds, are diflipated, without tafte 
or magnificence, on the trumperyi of a 
court and their dependents. Perhaps it was 
, never known what miracles oeconomy and 
affiduity, through all the departments of 
government, could perform* till this mo- 
narch made it apparent. 

In the King of Pruflia's dominions, there 
are none of thofe pofts which enrich in- 
dividuals at the expence of the public; 
places fuited to the abilities and the luxury 
of the great, where the falary is large, be- 
caufe the application and talents requifite 
are fmall. If thofe who hold the moft lu- 
cratlve places in this court, can fupport a 
becoming dignity by the emoluments* of 
their office, and lay up a very moderate 
provifion for their families, it is the utmoft 
they ever exped. 

• O3 All 
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All commodities arc highly taxed in th* 
Fruffian dominions. At Berlin, though 
money is a great deal (career than at Lon* 
don or Parisi a ftranger will find very Httte 
difference in the ordinary expence of living. 
There are no means hy which his revenue 
can be augmented, which this K*>ng has iiot 
tried. He has taxed even the vanity of his m 
fabje&s, and drawn confidcrabie fupplies 
fince the beginning pf bis reign from that 
plentiful fource. The rage whicb the Ger- 
mans, above all men, have for titles, • 
\ prompts many of the wealthy citizens to 
purchafe that of fotne office about court ; 
and aLhough the King employs no perfon 

void of abilities, he never fcruples to per-, 
init this kind of traffic. The title, how- 
ever, is literally all that is fold, for with 
regard to the real bufmefs of the office, the 
purchafer has as little connection with 
it after the bargain as before. Though 
his Majefty fcarcely ever confults with 
any body, he has more nominal privy- 

comflellors 
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counfellbrs than any King in Chriften^ 
dom. 

The taxes in general are invariably fixed ; 
but methods are found of drawing contri- 
butions from the proprietors of the very 
great, eftates, which do not affect the 
fmaller landlords, or the reft of th6 fub- 
je&s. The fpirit of the government m 
not favourable to great and independent 
Lords. But both the great and the fmall 
landlords are prevented from fqueezing or 
oppreffing the peafants. As the foldiery 
are drawn from them, care is taken that 
they fhall not be deprived of the chief 
fource of health and vigour, and there is 
"ho peafantry in Europe better fed than the 
Pruffian. 

The army is chiefly compofed of pro- 
vincial regiments. The whole. Pruflian 
dominions being divided into circles or 
cantons j in each of thefe, one or more re- 
giments, in proportion to the fize and po- 

O 4 puloufnefs ' 
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puloufnefs of the divifion, have been ori- 
ginally raifed, and from it the recruits con- 
tinue to be taken ; and each particular re- 
giment is always quartered, in the time of 
peace, near the canton fronl which its re* 
ctuits are drawn. 

Whatever number of fons a peafant may 
have, they are all liable to be taken into 
the fervice except one, who is left to affift 
in the management of the farm. The reft 
wear badges from their childhood, to mark 
that they are deftined to be foldiers, and 
ready to ferve when the ftate requires them. 
If a peafant has only one fon, he is not 
forced into the fervice, except he has the 
misfortune to be uncommonly (lout and 
well-made. The King, however, endea- 
vours to fave his own peafantry, and draw 
as many recruits as he* can from other 
countries :-?-For this purpofe, there are 
Pruffian officers employed at Hamburgh, 
Frankfort, and other free towns of Ger- 
many. I have feen them alfo at Neufcha- 

■ tel, 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. sot 

tel, and at places near French garrifons, 
attempting to inlift men, and pick up de- 
fer ters. The recruits procured in this man- 
ner, remain continually with the regiments v 
in which they are placed ; * but the native 
Pruflians have every year eight or nine 
months of furlough, during which they 
return to their fathers' or brothers' houfes, 
and work at the bufinefs of the farm, or 
gain their livelihood in any other .way they 
pleafe. Here is at once an immenfe fav~ 
ing in the expence of the army, and a great 

gain to the ftate from the labour of fo many 
men. 

From this it appears, that the Prufllan 
army is neither more nor lefs than a (land* 
ing militia, embodied for two or three 
months every year, and then difperfed . to 
their ufual labours as farmers. 

I think this decides our old difpute on 
the fubjeffc of (landing armies and militia. 
I expert therefore that you will, by the re- 
turn 
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torn of poft, fairly and candidly acknow- 
ledge that I was in the right, and that att 
yoor arguments to prove, that a militia 
tould not he depended on in the time of 
a&ual fervice, are built on falfe principles* 
and that my opinion was juft and welt- 
fccmded* 

Before clofing this letter, I will inform 
y6o of a very fingular incident, the cit- 
cumftances of which I relate, not fo much 
with a defign to illuftrate the character or 
fentiments of the vulgar of this place in 
particular, as to furnifti you with a curious 
fa£t in the hiftory of human nature in 
general. 

I went a few days fince with Mr. Fortefcue 
to fee a man executed for the murder of a 
child,— -His motives for this horrid deed 
were much more extraordinary than the 
aftion itfelf. He had accompanied fome 
of his companions to the houfe of a fellow 
-who aflumed the character of a fortune- 
teller, 
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teller, and having difobliged him, by efc- 
preflihg a contempt of his art, the fellow, 
out of revenge, prophefied, that this man 
fhould die on a fciffold. — This feemed to 
make little impreffion at the time,, but af- 
ter wards recurred often to this unhappy 
creature's memory, and became every day 
more troublefome to his imagination. At 
length the idea haunted his mind, fa in- 
ceflantly, that he was rendered perfe&ly 
miferable, and could no longer endure 
life. 

He would have put himfelf to death whh 
his own hands, had he not been deterred 
by the notion, that God Almighty never 
forgave fuicide ; though, upon repentance, 
he is very ready to pardon every other 
crime. He refolved, therefore, to commit 
murder, that he might be deprived of life 
by the hands of juftice ; and mingling a 
fentiment of benevolence with the. cruelty 
of his intention, he reflected, that if he* 
murdered, a grown perfon, he might pofii- 

12 bly 
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hlj fend a foul to hell. To avoid this, he 
determined to murder a child, who could 
not have committed any fin which de- 
ferred damnation, but dying in innocence, 
would go immediately to Heaven. In 
conference of thefe ideas, he actually 
murdered an infant of his mailer's, for 
whom, he bad always {hewn an uncommon 
degree of fondnefs. Such was the ftrange 
account which this infatuated creature gave 
on his trial;— and thus the random pro- 
phecy proved, as in* many other cafes, the, 
caufe of its own completion. 

He was executed about two miles from 
Berlin.' As foon as he afcended the fcaffold, 
he took off his coat and waiftcoat ; — his 
ihirt was rolled down below his (boulders ; 
—-his night- cap was pulled over his eyes ;— - 
he was placed on his knees, and the exe- 
cutioner, with a fingle flroke of a broad- 
fword, fevered his head from his body. — It 
•was the firft time this executioner had per*- 
formed: — there were two others of the 

fame 
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fame trade on the fcaffold, who exhibited 
an inftance of infenfibility more (hocking 
than the execution. — While the man's head 
rolled on the fcaffold, and the arteries of 
the trunk poured out their blood, thofe men f 
with the gayeft air you can imagine, (hook 
their brother by the hand, wifhed him joy, 

« 

and clapped him on the back, congratu- 
lating him on the dexterous and effectual 
manner in which he had performed, his 

- * 

office. 
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Beilin. 



TTHE Duke of Hamilton having expreff- 
ed an inclination to vifit the court of, 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, I accompanied him 
thither foon after hrs return from Magde- 
burg and Leipfic. The weather being 
fulgry, his Grace thought that travelling in 
the night would be mod agreeable. We 
did not fet out therefore till about fix or 
feven in the evening. The firft poft-houfe 
is four German miles from Berlin ; but as 
great part of the road is through a large 
wood, and the night became very dark, 
the poftilions loft their way. In a fhort 
time we were perfectly bewildered, and 
without the fmalleft notion which direc- 
tion we (hould follow. After many in* 
effectual attempts to find out the path, we 

thought 
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thought it would be moft prudent to un- 
yoke the horfes, and allow them to graze 
around, while we flept in the chaife till day- 
break. This plan was literally followed: 
as foon as the fervants, by the light of the 
rifing fun, had difcovered the path, we 
proceeded by Oranienburg and Seidneek 
tQ Reiofburg, which is a magnificent caftle 
belonging to Prince Henry of Pruffia. 

The gardens here are very extenfive, 
and have been highly improved and orna- 
mented by this Prince, who has a good tafte, 
and a magnificent turn of mind. 

When we arrived at the town* of New 
Strelttz, we were informed that the court 
was at Brandenburg. The Ducal refidence 

» 

was formerly at Old Strelitz; but the 
palace there, with all the magnificent fur- 
niture and efFeds, was burnt to afhes about 

r 

fifty years ago. The fire having broke out 
in the night-time, the family themfelves 
had a very narrow efcape, 

A new 
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A new palace h^s been fince built at the^ 
diftance of two Englifh noiies from where 

the former flood, but in a much more 
agreeable fituation, being placed* on a gentle 
eminence near a fine lake ; and the town 
of New Strelitz has gradually arifen in the 
neighbourhood. 

After a fhort ftay at Strelitz, we pro- 
ceeded to New Brandenburg, which is fome 
leagues farther north, and within a fmali 
diftance of the Baltic. We arrived there 
in the morning of the third day after we 
had left Berlin, When the Chamberlain of 
the Court was informed of the Duke of 
Hamilton's arrival, we received an invitation 
to dinner} and a coach and equipage were 
ordered to attend his Grace. 

m 

The reigning Duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz is unmarried, as well as the Prin- 
cefs, his filler, who lives conftantly with 
him. They are both of a darker com* 
plexion than the .Queen of Great Britain, 

* 

and 
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andoekher df them fo'tallj nor hare they 
much external refemblance of heir Majeftyj 
except in the affability of thtir manner* 
The Duke is beloVed by his fubje&s* on 
account of the humanity and benevolence 
t>f his difpofition, which feem to be cha- 
rsdelriftiQ of the whole faiiiilyi-^After din- 
ner ]there : was a concert of rauficy and card* 
playing till fu^per, • " :--.. ! v'. \.r\ 

'The whale country of Mecklenburg tfras 
for many centuries under - the government 
of OAe Prince. In the year 1592^ dn ^He 
fleath of the Sovereign, it was divided vbd 2 
tween his- two fbns. The eldeft* retaining 
th'£ Duchy of Mecklenburg SchweriiV, which 

is" ctfnnderably the largeft fhare j the 
younger obtained 'the Duchy of, MecHen." 
burg -Strelitz. This laft btaneh Mb&attte 
extinct in the year 1695, arid-Dakd- Fre- 
deric William, of tlie eldeflKfcrao&&V ki& 
daifa to the inheritance of tftfc Duchy of 
StreKtr.- : But he wis oppofed by A36lphus 

* r * * 

Frederic, his fathers younger brother, add 
<■ Vol. II. P the 
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Ienburg, they ufe every means they ^can 
devife to feduce him into their matter's fer- 
fice. J — Complaint* are frequently made of 
thefe practices to his Pruffian Majefty, and 

rcdrefs will be given when it fhall pleafe th« 
Lord. 

The fecond day after Our arrival, we fpent 
the forenoon in viewing every thing worthy 
of notice in the town, and dined again at 
court, where there was a more numerous 
company than had been the firft day. - After 
dinner we accompanied his High nefs and 
fhe.Princefs to an affembly in thetown, and 
returned to fup at the court. During fup- 
*per there was a concert of vocal and. inftru? 
mental mufic. 

Having receive4 eyery mark of polite at- 
tention from this Prince, we took leave of 
him and the Prmcefs, and, left the town early 
next morning,, and .returned • by OldStre- 
litz,, which is/nQt in fuch, Jourifliing jcon^ 
ditipn, .ot Jituated in-jfoii^ ; a county, as 
.N§w Brandenburg. ;j While Britifh fubje&s 
.-• ,- c i<© pafs 
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pafs through tljts cburitry, they will na- 
turally refleft with gratitude and veneration 
on the chara&er of a Princ^fe whofe virtues 

are an ornament to the Britifti throne, and 
whofe amiable manners aqd prudent con- 
dud have united the affections of a people 
divided by party, and irreconcilable in Ten- 
timent on almoft every other fubjeft. 

On our return to Berlin, I found a letter 
from Lord Marechal, informing me, that 

the King 'was -expected at Potfdam within 
a very few d^ys j that great* preparations 
were making for the reception of {he Prin- 
cefs of Hefle and. the Duchefs of War* 
temberg, who were then both at Berlin,- 
and were to pay a vifit to the King at 
Sans* S one i ; that they wopM* be accompa* 
nied by the Princefs Amelia, the King's 
unmarried fitter, and his two' fifterwn-Jaw, 
for all of whom apartments were preparing 
$t the new palace, where his majefty alfd 
was to refide all the time that his ill uftr ions 
guefts ihouid remain. My. Lord added, 

P 3 that 
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that the celebrated Le K.ain, and a company 
of French comedians, were already arrived, 
and alfo a company of Italian adors and 
fingers for the opera ; and that both com- 
panies were to perform at the theatre with- 
in the palace ; that a great concourfe of 
company was expe&ed at Potfdam on the 
occafion ; that raoft of the apartments io 
the town were already befpoke, and, as he 
imagined we fhould incline to be there, he 
had engaged lodgings for us. 

The Puke was extremely plea fed with 
this obliging behaviour of Lqrd Marecha}. 
I afterwards fpoke to Mr. Harris on this 
fubjeft, and enquired if he intended to be 
at Potfdam on the occafion ? He told me, 
that as the plays, operas, and other enter* 
tainments, were to be given in the palace, 
nobody could attend them except thofe 
who had particular invitations ; that neither 
he nor any of the foreign minifters had been, 
or, as he underftood, were to be invited, nor 
did he hear that any Grangers were expe&ed ; 

•--and 
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—and that he imagined it would be unbe- 
coming the Duke of Hamilton to be at Potf* 
dam at that time, except he could with pro- 
priety attend the entertainments at Sjuis- 
Souci. 

His Grace, on Rearing this account^ de- 
termined to remain here; but fome days 
after, I received a letter from Count Fin- 
kenftein, acquainting me, that he had orders 
to invite the Duke of Hamilton #ndme to 
attend the entertainments to be given at Sans- 
Souci. This afforded us great fatisfa&ion, 
not fo much on account of the public enter- 
tainments, as becaufe it will give us oppor- 
tunities, which We could not otherwife have, 
of feeing the King of Pruffia, and probably 
in an eafier way than at Berlin. As for the 
ufual amufements and fplendour of courts, 
his Grace difplays more coolnefs about them 
than one would naturally imagine, confider- 
ing the manner in which he is received, his 
time of life, and his perfonal appearance. 

p ^ Nam- 
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-T7— NamqUe ipfa dccoram 
Csefariem nato genitrix, lunuenque juventse 
Purpurcum^ & laetos oculis afflarat honores. 

— * * \ 

« 

Since our return from Mecklenburg, we 
havepafled our time almoft conftantly with 
Mr. Harris, who accompanied the Puke 
yefter^ay on his laft vifit to Shoerihaufen ; 
for we ihall probably not return to, this 
place from Potfdam. Mr, Fortefcue fet out 
x few days ago for Frankfort on the Maine ; 
' his.ei.fy humbug and original turn of thought, 
make bb ahfence felt with pain by all who 
have tafted the pleafqre of hk eonverfatipij, 

Adicij. 
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' Potfdam, 

XX7E have been here about a fortnight. 
His Majefty arrived at the new pa-» 
lace of Sans-Souci about the fame time 
that we came to Potfdam. The Princefe 
Amelia, who is miftrefs of the ceremonies, 
was there to receive him. The company I 
formerly mentioned are all lodged in the 
palace, I will give you a fhort (ketch of 
what has pafled. 

There ha$ been a theatrical entertain- 
ment every fecond or third day. His 
Grace aqd I attend at Sans-Souci on 

V 

thefe days only. We drive from Potfdam 
about five in the evening. The company 
affemble in one of the apartments of the 

palace about tbtf time, and walk to the 

play- 
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playhoufe a little before fix. The theatre 
is very well contrived for the. accommo- 
dation of a fmall audience. There are 
neither boxes nor pit ; but femicircular 
benches in the front of the ftage. The 
foremoft bench is upon the floor ; the others 
rife gradually behind, that all the fpe&ators 
may fee equally well. 

A few minutes after the company are 
placed, the Royal Family, arrive. The 
Princefs Amelia is led in by Prince Fre- 
derick of Brunfwick, and the Princefs of 
Heffe by the King, The Duchefs of 
Wurtemberg, and the other Princeffes, are 
led in after: they, and the ladies their 
attendants, fit in the firft rows. The 
King generally feats himfelf in the third 
or fourth. The piece then begins, and 
is ufiially finifhed about nine, after which 
all the company return to the large apart- 
ment, where the King remains converfing 
in a familiar manner till fupper is ready. 
He then retires, and goes to bed at ten. 

Thofe 
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Thofe whom the Princefs Amelia orders 
to be invited, ftay to fupper ; and there is 
generally a pretty numerous company* — 
We have been at this repaft three or four 
times, and ufually get to our lodgings at 
Potfdam about midnight. 

Hitherto there have been no comedies 
a£ted, and I linderftand there aretobenone, 
becaufe Le Kain never a£ts in comedy ; and 
for another reafon, which is equivalent to 
a thoufand, — his Majefty loves tragedy 
better. 

Le Kain has already appeared in fome of 
his principal chara&ers, — You need not 
doubt of his exerting all his powers before 
fuch an audience — I might have faid^fuch an 
auditor. The King feemed pleafed with his 
a&ing, and of confequence the courtiers 
were in raptures, and vied with each other 
who fhould praife him mod. 

Tke tragedy of Oedipus is his Majefty's 
favourite piece. This has been reprefented 
twice, aftttl he feemed to epjoy it very 

much 
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much on both occafions j particularly when 
the following fpeech againfl priefts .was 
pronounced : 

Tandis que par vos foins vous pouvez tout apprendre, 
Quel be (bin que le Ciel ici fe fafle entendre ? 
Ces Dieux, dont le pontife a promis le fecours, 
Dans leurs temples, Seigneur, n'habitent pas toujours $ 
On ne voit point leur bras (i prodigue en miracles ; 
Ces autres, ces trepieds, qui rendsnt leur oracle*, 
Ces organes d'airain que dos mains ont formes, m 

Toujours d'un fouffle pur ne font point animes, 
Ne nous endormons point fur la foi de leurs pretres; 
Au pied du fanfluaire il eft fouvent des traitres, 
Qui nous affervifTint fous un pouvoir facre, 
Font parler les deilins, les font taire a leur gre. 
Voyez, examines, avec un foin extreme, 
Philocleve, Phorbas, & Jocafte elle-meme. 
Ne nous fions qu'a nous, voyons tout par nos yeur, 
Ce foot la nos trepieds, nos oracles, nos Dieux. 

And afterwards, when Jocafta pours forth 
another tirade of the fame kind, which ter- 
minates with thefe lines ; 

Nos Pretres ne font point ce qu'un vain peuplc penfe ; 
, Notre credulite fait toute leur fcienee ; 

I happened to fit next to the Abbe 
Baftiani, and, while the a&refs fpoke this, 

the 



\ 



^ 
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the King ftarted up, coughed, and laughed, 
with very fignificant geftures, to the eccle* 
fiaftic* 

But though thefe paffages y and fome 
others, feem at firft fight to be fevere 
againft priefts, . the tragtdy^ of Oedipus^ 
upon the wHale, does them great honour. 
For all that U faid againft them, turns out < 
to beunjuft,:and it appears that the Gran- 
de, which had been treated in fuch fevere 
terms, was true, and that the high-prieft 
had adted throughout like an honed and 
virtuous nian> It furprifes me, therefore, 
that Voltaire ♦ fliould have taken the plot 
of his play from the. Greek tragedy on 
this fubje&, which has conftrained him, 
like Balaam the foil of Barak, to do honour 
to thofe whom he would have been better 
pleafed taliave curfed.—And the King on 
Atis part (if I may prefume to fay it) could 
not have pitched upon a tragedy lefs a-pro- '. 
pos, if his intention was to turn the clergy 
inta ridels, . „ i 

I have 
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nifli them on that occount, were not capable 
of blufhing for any thing. 

A French tragedy and Italian opera are 

9 4 

reprefented at this theatre alternately ; the 
King attends the latter as pun&ually as 
the former, and difplays in his countenance 
that extreme fenfibilkyto mufic) which forms 
part of his character. I imagine this Prince 
would fucceed better in any thing than itt % 
fimulation, if he fhould ever think it worth 
his while to attempt that part of hypocrify, — 
his features are fo expreflive of his feelings, 
that the.firft would be conftantly in danger 
ci betraying the other. When there is no re- 
prefentation at the theatre, his Majefty has 
a private concert . in his own apartment, 
where he himfelf performs on the German 
flute, in which inftrument he has attained the 
higheft degree of excellence.— To thefe 
concerts no ftranger is admitted. 



* f 
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Letter lxxv. 

\ 

Potfdani. 

« 

VK7HEN we firft. arrived hfere, there 
was nothing I was fo eager to fee 

as the Pruliian troops at their exercife; but 

» » 

the reviews at Berlin have completely fa- 
tiated my curiofity. And though the gar- 
dens of the palace are juft oppofite to the 
windows of our inn, I hardly fever go to 
look at the guards, who are paraded there 
every forenoon. — A few days ago, how- 
ever, I happened to take a very early walk 
about a mile out of tbwn, and feeing fbme 
foldiers under arms, in 4 field at a fmall 
diftance from the rdad, I went towards 
them. An officer on horfeback, whom 1 
took to be the Major, for he gave the 
word of command, wad uncommonly ac- 
tive, and often rode among the ranks to 
Vol. II. Q^ reprimand, 
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t 

reprimand, or inftrudt, the common men. 
When I came nearer, I was much furprifed 
to find that this was the King himfelf. 
He had his fword drawn, and continued to 
exercife the corps for an hour after. He 
made them wheel, march, form the fquare, 
and fire by.divifions, and in platoons, ob- 
ferying ail th* morion, with infinite «- 
tention : and, _on account of fome blunder, 

• * * • 

put two officers of the Prince of Pruffia's; 
regiment in arreft. — In fhort, he feempd to 
exert himfelf with all the fpirit of a young 
officer, eager to attrafr the notice of his 
General by uncommon alert nefs. 

I exprefled my furprife to an officer pre- 
fgnt, , that the King was not willing to take 

4 

fome repofe, particularly from that kind of 
employment of which he had had fo very 
much of late, and that he could take fo 
much pains with a mere handful of men 
immediately after he had com? from exer- 
cifing whole armies. 

This 
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Thfe gentleman -told ft*, tUfa*,- 6'tf this 
particular day, the King hWd teen trying 
fome nfew e'vokttotts ; twrt thttugtf this Ha& 
not been the cafe, he might very poffibty 
have; been in ; the field :—*>&»* hi$- maSim 

/ 

was*,: that hi§ , troops *&<?i*kh #{playj<a$ 
gu#h Jjrifknefs on a comjq»a«;j^<Way *fr 
if .they wer$ to engage .jn.^ittejan^ 
therefore it w»p never known when he kkr 
tended to be.,prefent, or;j^jben.not;r--that 
as ..few: repofe r , he took it between ten ft 
night and four in the mqrniqg, and hU 
other hours were all devoted to a£tion t 
pithey of bpdy or mind, or. both ; an<J that 
the, exercife hchad jtift takei), w^s probably 
by way of relaxation after thr^e. hours, pr^ 

V 

vious labour in his cabinet. 

The more I fee and hear of this extraor- 
dinary man, the more %m I aftonifhed. He 
f€^0rtfde6 qualities which I ufed to think 
incompatible. I once was of opinion* that 
the mind, which ftoops tp very fmali ob-* 
J££ts a ,is[ incapable of embracing great ones $ 
m V . «* Qa —I am 



\ 



\ 
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\m* ' •» 



r~l am now- convinced, that he is an ex- 
reption ; far while few objedte are too great 
for' his gteniyp, none feem too fmall for his 
$ttemion« - - • 

I once thought that a man of much vi- 
vicity was riot capable of entering into the 
detail of bufinefe: — I now fee that he, who 
is certainly a man of wit, can continue 
methodically the neceflary routine of bu(i- 
nefs, with the patience and perfeverance of 
the greateft dunee that ever drudged in a 
compting*houfe. * 

Since my laft, we have feen the Italians 
perform ; but' neither the plays nor the 
operas, nor any part of the entertainments, 
interefl: me half To miich, or could draw 
me fo affiduoufly to Sans-Souci, as the op- 
portunity this attendance gives of feeing 
the King. r Other monarchs acquire im-J 
portance from their ftation ; this Prince 
gives importance to his. The traveller 
in other countries has a wifh to fed the 
King, becgufe^ie admires the • kingdom :— *- 
^ : - • v here 
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here the objed of curiofity i& reverfed : — : 
and let us fuppofe '" the palaces^ and thfe 
towns, and the country, and tfie^myof 
Pruflia ever fo fine, yet your chief intereif 
in them will arife from their belonging ttf 
Frederic the Second j— the fliati, who,- 
without an ally but Britain, repdled the 
united force of Auftria, France, ftuffia, and 
Sweden. 

* t 

Count Neflelrode, talking with me on 
this fubje£t, had an expreflion equally * 
lively and juft : C'eft dans Tadverfite qu'il 

brille, lorfqu'il eft bien comprime il a un 
reflbrt irrefiftible. 

The evening of the day on which I had 
feen the King in the field, I was at Sans- 
Souci; for I wifh to negledl no opportunity 

of being prefent where this monarch is, I 

k* 
e to (land near him, to hear him fpeak, • 

and to obferve his movements, attitudes, 

and mod indifferent adioris. He always 

» • 

behaves with particular affability to the 
Poke of Hamilton. One evening, before 

0^3 *« 
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tb e pky bpgan, |iia Grace and I were 
{fading accidentally with Count Fipkpni 
%io, in , ar roam adjcwipg to. the grea>t 
qpfurtxneat where the company were. Th$ 
$ing entered alone, when he was not ex;-> 

C i 

P ( edted, and immediately began a convert 
fation with jhe Puke* 

He ai^ed feveral queftipns relating to the 
Britifh conftitution; particularly at what 
age a pe?r. could take his feat in parlia- 
xnent? — When the Dukje replied, Attwenty* 
one — It is evident from that, faid the 
King ; that the Englifh Patricians acquire 
the neceflary talents for legiflation much 
fooner than thofe of ancient Rome, vjho 

* 

were not admitted into the Senate till the 
age of forty. 

He th^en enquired. about the ftafe of Lord 
Chatham's ; .health, and . esjpreffibd high, 
efteem for the character , of that rnqii^er.-^. 
He afkeckme, if I had .repaired; lcfte*? fry, 
the laft poft, and if- they, mentioned any. ? 
tiling of tte.aflairs in Ai^rjca?; E[g i*$i; 

there 
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there \*ere accounts frbni Hollarrd; that 
thfc Englifh troops had been driven; frbhi 
Bofton, add that thte Americatis were fit 

pdfleflioh of that plaefel -I »W him, tut 

ktters informed us, that the army had 
left Bofton to mate an attach with nidre 
eftec! elfetfhere. 

He fmiled, and faid — if you will riot 
allo# the retreat to have been an affair of 
neceflitjf, you will at leaft admit, that it 
was tout- a- fait a-propqs. 

He faid he heard that fome Britifh of- 
ficers had gone into the American fervice, 
and mentioned Colonel Lee, whom he 
had feen at his Courj. He obferved, that 
it was a difficult thing to govern men by 
force at fuch a diftance ; that if the Ame- 
ricans fhould be beat (which appeared a 
little problematical), ftill it would be next to 
impoffible to continue to draw from them 
a revenue by taxation ; that if we intended 
conciliation with America, fome of our 
meafures were too rough ; and if we in- 

Q^ 4 tended 
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tended its fqbje&ioq, they were too gentle* 
He concluded by facing, Epfin, MeJ}ieurs % 
je ne comptends pas ces chafes la; je nai 
point de colonie :—feJpere que vous vous tire- 
re* bien d * affaire \ mais elle me par ait un peu 
fyineuje : r- :— rHaving faid this, he walked 
into the Princefs's apartment, to lead her tQ 
the playhoufe, while we joined the com- 
pany already aflerobled ther?. — The tragedy 
of Mahomet was performed, which, in my 
opinion, is the fineft of all Voltaire's dra- 
matic pieces, and that in which Le Kaify 
appears to the greateft advantage. 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, *c 333 



LETTER LXXVI. 



Potfdam. 

VOU exprefs fuch an earned defire to 
be made acquainted with every thing 
which regards the King of Pruffia, that I 
am in danger of lengthening my defcrip- 
tions with a tedious rainutenefs. Yet I 
will rifk it, rather than give you reafon to 
complain that I have not gratified your 
cjiriofity as fully as is in my power. 

Do not imagine, however, that I pre- 
fume to draw a complete portrait of this 
monarch. That irfuft be the work of much 
abler painters, who haye feen him in a 
We familiar manner, and whofe colours 
c^n give an expreljion worthy of the ori- 
ginal. I Jhall only attempt to give a 
faithful fketch of fuch features as I was 

able 
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able to feize during the tranfient views I 
'myfelf had, or which I have learnt from 
thofe who have paffed with him many of 
the hours which he dedicates to free conver- 
fation, and the pleafures of the table. 

The King of Pruffia is below the middle 
fize, well made, and remarkably a&ive 
for his time of life. He has become hardy 
by exercife and a laborious life ; for his 
eonftitution origiftally feems to have been 
none of the ftrongeft. His look announces 
fpirit and penetration. He has fine blue 
eyes ; and, iri my opinion, his countenance 
upon the whole is agreeable. Some who 
have ken him are of a different opinion. 
All who judge from his portraits only, muft 
be foj for although I havg feeri many 

which have a little refemblaiice of him, 
and fome which have a great deal, yet 
none of them do him juftice. His feature 
acquire a wonderful degree of ariirfiatibii 
while he converfes.— This is' entirely loft 
upon canvas; 

He 
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He ftoops cofnfiderably, and inclines his 
h&& ^Imoft, cpnftantly to one fide. 

His toaaof voice is the cleareft and moil 
agreeable in cotrverfation I ever heard. 

He fpeak* a great deal ; yet thofe who 
hsar him, regret that he does not fpeak a 
great deal more. His obfervations are al- 
ways lively* very often jiift, and few men - 
poffefs the: tateat of repartee in greater per- 
fection. 

He hardly ever varies his drefs* which 
con£Es of a blue coat, lined and faced with 

* 

red, and a y«llow waiftcoat and breeches. 
He always wears boots, with huflar tops, 
which fall in wrinkles about his ancles, 
aad are oftener of a dark brown than a 
black colour. ^ ' > 

. His hat would be thought extravagantly 
large in England, though it is of the fize 
cpmmonly ufed by the Pruffian officers of 
cavalry. He generally wears one of the 
large fide- corners over his forehead and 
eyesy and the front cock at one fide. 

He 
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He wears his hair cued behind, and 
dreffed with a tingle buckle on each fide. 
From their being very carelefly put up 
and unequally powdered, we may natu- 
rally conclude, that the frifeur has been 
greatly hurried in -the execution of his 
office* 

He ufes a very large gold fnuff-box, the 
lid ornamented with diamonds, and takes 
an immoderate quantity of Spanifti fnuff, 
the marks of which very often appear on 
his waiftcoat and breeches. Thefe are alfo 
liable to be foiled by the paws of two or 
three Italian greyhounds, which he often 
cjirefles* 

He drefies as fbon as he gets up in the 
morning. This takes up but a few mi- 
nutes, and ferves for the whole day. — You 
have often heard that the King of Pruffia's 
hours from four or five in the morning, 
till ter> at night, are alldediqated methodi- 
cally to particular occupations,- either of, 
bufinefs or amufement, This is. plainly . 

true ; 
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true; and the arrangement* has not fuC 
tained fuch ah interruption for many years, 
as fince the prefent company came - to 
Potfdam. *•> ; i . f . .'» . 

Some who pfetend to more than common 

penetration aflert, that at prefent they can 

* » * • 

perceive marks of uneafme&ih his couhte- 
nance, ana feem convinced, ithat' there Will 
not be fucfr another company at Sans-Soucl 
during this reign. - ' * v 

All bufinefs with the King is tranfaded 
by letters. j Every petition or propofal 
riiuft be made in this form, whichis ad- 
hered to fo invariably, as I have been at- 

ftred, that if any of his Generals wifhed to 
promote a cadet to the' rank tf)f an enfign, 

he would not venture to make his propofal 
in any other manner, even though he had 

* 

daily opportunities of converfing with hjs 
Majefty. • •• ;_ •■ : 

The meanefl of his fubje&s may apply 
to him in writing, and are fure of an 
anfwer. His firft bufmels every morning 

is 
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is the perufing the papers addrefled to hint* 

A fmgle wcted wrote witk bis pencil m 
the margin, indicates the an&ver to b$ 
given, which is afterwards made out in 
form by his fecretari^s. — Thts^nwthfld af- 
fords the King time to deliberate on the 
juftice and propriety of every^ demand, and 
prevents the poffibility of his being, fur- 
priied into a proraife, which it might be 
inconvenient to perform. 

• 

He fits down to dinner precifely at noon. 
Of late he allows more time to this repaft 
than formerly. It is generally after thre$ 
before he leaves the company. Eight of 
nine of his officers are commonly invited ft 
dine with him. Since our coming to Potf* 
dam, Count Neflelrode, and the Abbd 
Baftiani, two men of letters, were the only 
company, befides the officers, who. dined 
with the King, while he lived in his ufual 
way: at.the Old Palace of Sans-Souci ; and 
thofe two were then of his party almoft 
every day* The Count has now left this 

1 5 Court j 
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Court; j the Abbe k9» 4R aptttnwnt. ia Xh& 
Palace. He is an Italian by birtb, a iqab 
of ^it> and an $xceHei|t cpi»£anwn> , 

At table,, the King : liksft that ^eveny, pet* 
fori, , ft)oul.d appear to be go ^footiog y ; add 
that the converfation (houlU be carried on 
with perfefi; freedoip, The thing, by the 
way* is- impoffible. Th^t confidf utial un* 
reftrained flow of the hearty which takes 
place in a, fociety of equals, is a pleajfurQ 
which a defpotic Prince can never tefte* 
Hpweyer, his Majefty defires th^t it may- 
be fo, and they make the beft o£ it they 
can. 

At one of thefe meetings, when the 
King was. in a gay humour, he {aid to Baf- 
tiani,— 7 When you fliall obtain the tiara, 
which your exemplary piety, muft Qne day 
procure you, how will you receive me 
when I arrive at Rome to pay my duty to 
your Holinefs ? — I will immediately give 
orders, replied the Abbe, with great re#H- 

nefs, S^uon fqjfc entrer Vaigle noir — quit 

me 
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me couvre defes ailes i mais — quil niipargnt 
dejbn bee. 

Nobody fayg itfote lively things in con* 1 
verfation than the King himfelf. Many of 
his boa mots are repeated here. I fhall 
-only mention one, which is at once ' an 
inftance of his wit, and greatnefs of mind, 
in rendering juftice to the merit of a mari 
who has caufed him more vexation than 
perhaps any other perfon alive. — When 
the Kihg of Pruffia had a perfonal meeting 
fome years fince witb the Emperor ; they 
always dined together, a certain number 4 
of their principal officers being with them* 
One day, General Laudohn was going to 
place himfelf at the bottom of the table, 
when the King, who was at the head, called 
to him, Vene% y je vous en prie % Monjieur 
Laudohn , placez vous ici. J 9 aime infini* 
ment mieux vous avoir de mon cote que 



vis-a-vis. 



Though all the cordiality of friend (hip, 
and the full charms of unreferved.fociety, 

cannot 
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cannot exift wb^re the fortune of every 
other individual depends on the will of one 
of the company j yet the King endeavours 
to put every one as much at his eafe as 

the. nature of the cafe toill admit, and I 

» 

have heard of his bearing fome very fevere 
retorts with perfedt good humour. He has 
too much wit himfelf, 2nd; is too fond of 
it in others, to repel its attacks with' any 
other ' weapons than* thofe which. ;it* fur-% 
nifties* None but the mod abfurd of dunce* 
could attempt to rally, without being .able 
to allow of raillery ; and only the. meaneft 
of fouls would think of revenging the liber- 
ties taken with a companion by th$ : po wep 
of a King* : 

A very ftriking inftance of the freedorfi 
winch may be ufed with him occurred a 
little ' before the late reviews, and what 
makes it more remarkable, it happened, 
not during the gaiety of the table, but on 
the very fcene of military ftriQnefs. 

Vol. II. R Twa 
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regiments weife ifl- th* fields That 
of Genera* was ooc of thenu This; 



officer is fond of com parry * and paffes mor& 
o| bis time in the: feciety ef ftrangersy and 

with tha Foreign rmmftersi than moil others. 
hi the Prtfffian fervice ~* Something, it i* 
probable, had chagrined the King tfrtX 
morning. While the regiment advanced 
in a line* ht (aid to the General, who flood 
nfear hl?m{ Vatre regiment n'eft pas align£ y . 
Mofiiieur ^ .i r i..^ et ce n'eft pas furprenant* 
vbus jouez. tant aux cartea. ThrGensraL 
called out inftantly with a loud voice to 
the regiment, Ak* ! and. t&ey immediately 
(topped : then, turning to the King, he faid, 
II n'eft pas queftion, Sire, d^ mes cattes — 
Mais, ay.ez la bonte de* regarder fi ce. re- 
giment n'eft pas aligne.*— The regiment was 
in a very ftraight line, and the Kiog mov- 
ed away without fpeaking, and feemingly 
difpleafed, not with the General, but. with 

himfelf.— rThis man]y officer never had 

* • « ' • jt 

reafon afterwards to believe that the King 

&ul taken his freed oj* amifs. 

I have 
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I have already faid, that k is abfolutely 
knpofEble . for any man to enjoy aa cflkc 
in the King oS ; Pruffia's fervicc * witfhout 
performing the duty of it. He i¥ himfetf 
a&We and a&duous, and he* ttiakes it i 
point that all hit- mhriftera and fertSttfs 
fhall be fo too. But to thofe who khbvfr 

v ....... » 

their bufinefs,"and perform it y exa<3t1y, h6 
is an eafy and equitable mailer. 

A gentlemen, who has been many years 
about his perfon, and is now one or his 

1 ' , * l 

aid-de-caibps, alTured me of this':— The 
King underftands what ought to "be" dbnie i 
and his fervants are never expofed to the 
ridiculous or contradi&ory orders of igno- 
rance, or the mortifications of caprice. 

His favourites, of whatever kind, never 
were able to acquire influence over him in 
any thing regarding bufinefs. Nobody 
ever knew better how to difcriminate the 
merit of thofe who ferv$ hith in the im- 
portant departments of ftate, from theirs 
who contribute to his amufement. A man 

R 2 who 
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who; perfbrnts the* dirty of hrs office with 
alcrtneffr and fidelity; has -nothing tto appre- 
hend from thfj KuigVbeifcg ;fohd of the 
compahyr and can^fatioh of; fyis eaerny* 
tet the' Oflerte .riegaljed ^:.thftI^ingV^J>|« 

tfitSf. 4*Jx: i^hile the ;: pth[ef new receives 
5t : fingl^ invitation ; . ye t the, , real merit of 
bpth isJcnown: — and if his adverfary fliould 
ever try to turn the, fine's favour to the 
purpofes of private hatred or malice, the 



at^eippt will be repelled with difdain, ai>4 
jfye evil <hp intendedrtp -another, will fall 
Pflbimftlfy. . . . ,. ... 
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'jPvN 1 'tire 'days- when 'there rs~ no* public 
-^ ; court at 8ahs-Sdt!ici, we generally dine 

with Lord"JM*arecr&v who' is always happy 
ttfW&et Duke c*" .ftamikdn, and is of 
gftt* tenia* to" ali !; BritHh fubjeks' white 
€nef remain r Bere or at tBerffii/ iEkcliifive 
of other 'reafotts he 'may navie' ftjf efVeemin| 
th^BiSKe, his Xordthfp Svidertfly difpiaya 
a^'kincF & { partiaMty' for- fus i Gra>e; is" 'the 
fireman' in point : of rank- belonging td'fcQ 
<edAJntfy. •' This appeW in : a : thfcufand ini 
ftaftfces jTfor tntK'very Hbcrkrreiftimdntt, 
and a mod benevolent heart, tHis : venerable 
foreman' ftill retain^ a few ' Caledonian 
jjrdjudites;- ; * ■■'• «iw- '' '.'iJ'i--i • ': 

R 3 He 



He afked one day of the Duke, If he 
reckoned himfelf a Scotchman ? Mod cer- 
tainly I do, replied his Grace. By fo 
doing you lie under a miftake, (aid my 
Lord ; for I can aflure ^fofc, and I am con- 
vinced the beft lawyers in England will 
do ithe fame/ that you have a much jufter 
claifn to all the privileges belonging *p 
yoiy Engliih title of $rpn.don, though fomie 
of them, I Tear, are ftill disputed. 

If if xp he hoped, jfeid the Duke^ *haf 
the Hpufe of Peers will nqt always «£We 
$9 ^p njy fanrily 7 juftice $-. qn 4 thorough 
examination of tjie pafe, 1#$ fatter jpyr 

/elf they will grapt nvp thofe privilege^ 
which have £ee* v , -f bj qo . .yalM reafon^ 

^rfuied <f tfty anceftors. , ,But in the mwft 
time, why will your Lor4Qup, more cr^j 
than the Feers t cfeoy } jay jb^tb-right as $ 
Scotchman ? / 

; Becaufr, ypuir ^rtjb/.giva you 119 fasJj 
right, replied the Earl ; for you MitsMtf 
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w^bttta Norih-Btitwn :— -trolefs your Grace 
can prove that yon were torn before 
•the Union* But, tcootinued he, with aft 
air of triumph, I am a real Scotchman : 

«— » adfeng a little after, with 
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a £gh, and m a plairttive accent 

and alrnoft the only one in the wprld 

<All *be Scots of in\y ;acquairita&cr lari now 
•dead, ; 

The good old Eafl ?fc infinitely fond of 
H&fldng of his ccmrttry, and of the days t>f 
former years. When I make any^nqaiiy 
about the King of Pruffia, or concerning 
"SpaSh or Itafy,'lfr which c^ntt^ he re- 
iided fo long, he' anfwefs witha&md of 
cbmpfaifant brevity, and immediately turns 
the' difcourfe back to Scotland, to which 

lA heart feems wonderfully attached. 

» 

In the time of dinner, one of his fer- 
varrts, a ftout highlander, generally enter- 
tains the company by playing on the bag- 
pipe, 1 have obferved, that thefe North 

R 4 Britons 
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Britons (to abide -by Lord Marechal's. :djf- 
tindion) who are the mod zealous rfor 
the intereft and honour, of their country, 
and who value themfelves on being born 
north of the Tweedp are particularly, if 
not exelufively, fond of this instrument. 
You will, at leaft, allow that your gallant 
friend, Lord Eglintouqy . is too exception ' to 
this obfervation ; and perhaps you will ad~ 
TOit, : that it requires a coqfider able . degree 
of patriotism, or amor .Caledonia, to have 

a . great relifh for the ; tnelody pf a .bag- 

» » » 

pipe.* •, . . ^ 

. f I flatted p^Lord.lV^areclia^ojiie ^p- 
^ooix, jul^ t as.ihe King had left him t for 

<the monarchy, without any form or r pre- 

• * 

r yjpus notice, foipetinxes walks through the 

garden, and pays a fhott. yifit to., his old 

friend, to whom he has an. unalterable - 

attachment, both from, perfonal regard, 

and on account of the high eftimation in 

which he hojds the memory of his brother 

Marechal Keith. 

Another 
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t Another day I was. witho the E*rl,\ jfehtn 
the Princefles of Pruffia and Hefle v ,witii 
Prince .,FretUric v pf , Brypfwic, ajl, ;en- 
tered > a$d Remanded cofijpe, which, my 
jLord immediately ordered with the- ad- 
/ditipo:^>£ ft couple pf mplptts j telling the 
PrincefTes, he, knew th$y n wQ»Jd nipt ft^y 
long enough With a.^man of T ,eigbty$ to 
give time for preparing , a better. , jrjepaft,— ^ 
Thqa . favoured, by- ^e .^cjnarG^^apdr-^ 
Ptfjncefs* you will not ' doubt that the:.pM 
Earl's frieadfl^ip is cultivated by tto reft -of 
•the couth 

The-liereffitary Fringe of >fr&ffife"|jMs 

\n -a fmaH hou(e in ; tfcfe -tbtorn $friPatf3an*. 
"His appointments do not admit 'of that 
"degree! of riiagnificerice^ which might be 
efcpedted iti 1 the HfciRof the Crown i^but 
he difplays a fpirit of hofpitality" fdc 
more obliging than'^magniikencec,? hnd 
doubly > meritorious, . cgoiidejiot^ the Vetf 
moderate revenue • allowed jhita^ Wp gef 

« 

\si ■ _ nerally 
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* 

ntrbtfyt Saf> : there two dr three times a 

This Prince is not dften of the King's 
parties* iibr is it imagined that fee enjoys 
a great (hare of his uncle's favour. Ill 
^hat degree he pofieffes the talents ©f a 
general is tibt lenowri, as be was too young 
¥6 have any command during the late 
"War. But he certainly has a* very juft tin* 
^derftanding, which has-been improved by 
ftiidy. He has taken fonve pains to ac- 
quire fiie Kngtiffh language, to tvhich he 
was induced by an admiration df feverd 
,£ngH{h . authors, /whofe works be diad read 
in Freiach and German. ; He is now able 
to re&d JEngtifli profe with tolerable faci- 
lity, and bfa been of late ftudyrng SMice- 
jfpear, ibaving aftu»Uy read two pr thTee of 
his plays, 

i took- the liberty (a obferve, that as 
f&aitefpear's genius had traced every la- 
byrinth, and penetrated into every receis 

of 
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of. the famqtn heart, his feimraeffts 4&ufd 
hot fail t$> plcafe his Royal Highnefe $ but, 
is his iaogoage ww Uncommonly bold and 
figurative, and full of allufions to national 
euftoras, *nd the manners of our ifiahd 
two c^tdries ago, the English fhe&felves, 
who had not made a particular (lady eff his 
works, did «»ot always comprehend their 
fofl -energy. I added, that to transfnfe the 
foul of Shakefpear into a tranfl&tion, was 
impofllbte; and to tafte all his beauties m 

the original, required fuch * knowledge 

, • • "■ » 

of the EngKfh manners and language as 
few foreigners, even after a long refidence 
in the capital, *cou?d tattain. 

l*he Prince faid, he was aware of a'H 
this ; yet he was determined to ftruggle 
hard for fome acquaintance with an au- 
thor fo much admired by the Englifh na- 
tion ; that though he fhould never be able 
to tafte' all his excellencies, he was con- 
vinced he fhould underftand enougtvto re* 
compence him for his trouble ; that he had 
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tlready^-ftudied jbnpfe' dptachfed . poets, which 
he : thought jfu perior ' ta; anything h e » had 
pver : n>ct witlj- ijx the wotkj- of aajrjQther 
Poet-- 

[ ,.I$is Roysib Highaefe attends to military 
bufmtfg v with, as ^n%tfch, affiduifcy as moft 
officers of ^hfi.ifftjnfesank in. th^arroy;; for' 
ia the Pruflian fervice, no degree of emi* 
nence in the article, of birth can^excufe a 
remiflion in the duties of that profeffiqn. 
He is .much efteemed by the army, -and 
confidered as an. exceeding good officer* 
To jthe. frank nefk of .a foldiqr he jpins ttjp, 
integrity of a Qqrjnan, and is beloved by. 
the public in general, ' on account of his 
good-nature,, affability, and .humane turn 
of mind. 
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♦ .ill r- - s I s « • in. j v • ,: r, • I ( .pbtjtfam.- -* 

T AM-afrkicI 701? will' tfonk 1 the anecdotes 
* arid •'cdnfvfeifation'^hiifh 3 .fomefiritei 

* - •■ ♦ 

fendt'you arc rather ted«Mi& 1 Ybur curiofit^ 
fcbd\rt certain : cfh'af a&eis fetes ' 'led me' - ; mto 
this pra&ice; : for I choofe to give yduop^ 
portUnities of forrriing an opinion of you* 
own, rather than^o trouble you with Yninel 

My bpinion might? very probable b*e errb^ 
neous; the apcdunts I gW of what 1 have 
feen ©tf'hefifrd are afwayfc true. >Abd,"tl6t-' 
withstanding that the, anions %nd converfa* 
tions I relate may;* be- apparently of fmal| 

* 

importance^ dill, las the perfohs in fame 
riieafiwft defcribe: ftemfelves, an under-, 
ftandin^like yours -will.ta able from thence 
to draw jufter ideas of character than I 
could have given. 

In 
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In a former letter I mentioned the great 
difficulty of deferting from a Pruffian gar- 
rifon, and of what importance it is thought 
to prevent it. An accident which happen- 
ed a few days fince, will give you a ftronger 
idea, of this than any general account. 

Two foldiera of the Prince of PrnjEar's 
regiment got ever the wails in the night- 
time, with a? intention to deiert j but, un* 
luckily for .th#9t, this town fta&ds on 4 
peniafuku formed by the river, and tb* 
9*ek of land is guarded in fuch % mannc* 
that k is aim eft impofBble to pafe that way 

without permHEon. Thefe men could not 
fwiob,; and they durft not prefect them- 

(elves at any of the ferric, beciaufe th$ 

« 

boatmen . *re forbad, .under the fevered 
penalties, to connive at the efcape of any 

* 

deferter^ and ftridlly ordered to affiftr in 
apprehending them* A reward is^dfo of* 

fered, as a greater inducement to tms piece 

6f iervice. • • * • 
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AH ihdk drcaroftances being known its 
the garrifon, it was imagined, that, as noiwf 
of the pea&atsi would ia:all probability* ven- 
ture to harbotfr, them,, they, wete ftttl flculbr 
irtg ia Jher ieWs, fcmong qhe ftanding corn* 

Oa th^ fuppdfition, jtotties of men Vrerc 
employed for three days? futceffi vely in tea- 
verfing- th»e. .^eld$, ?nd beating. the buflies, 
as if they had been in chafe of a hare. Great 
numbers „of the officers of this regiment,, 
fome of the higheft rank, rode about for 
three pr four hours every day, all employed 
ia the fame manner- But; not finding the 
men, they were # laft convinced that they 
had by fome means or other got out of the 
peninfula* and all further fearch was givea 
Up as unnejpeflary. 

On the morning of the fourth day, thefe 
two unfortunate men came and furrender- 
ed to the guard at one of the gates; Find- 
ing it impra<aicaWe to eflefit their ^c^pe, 
tad ng\ daring. t& eater a houfe, they wort? 

at 
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at: length, compelled, by hunger and fatigue, 

to deliver thetnfclves up. 

Before I clofe this letter, I will give you 

an account of an adventure of an aflefting 

BatureX f which happened in the King's 
' family^at the time when all thefe refearches 

were* m^de for tfte- two deferters; > 

THe' King's principal valet- de-chambrt? 
was a maft confiderably refpe&ed.' Having 
conftant opportunities of being J abotit the 
Kings* pfcjfon, and having enjoyfcd his ap- 
probation for fcVef at years, people of the 

firtt rink 4 paid : him Tome degree of atten-* 

» » • 'j 

tloftV * H'e was liked 7 by his acquaintances, 1 

as I haveheen told, on account : 6f 'his per- 

fbnai qualities, and had accumulated a little 

fortune by the perquifites of his office. He 

had by ilt alhoufe heir that: of \ my L6rd 

Marechal v and kept a. coach for' the ufe > of 

his miftrefs. 

• « 

* It was this man's tnisforturit to difobllge 

&*"K|Bgt probably- by foroe negled of 

U duty ; 
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duky J or it mights poffiblyiic ;famething: 
worfe :~I never could hear exa&ly how thisL 
had happened :— Bat while the Princeflei 
were at the new Palace, the King had blamed-' 
him in very fharp terms; and not being" 
fatisfied with the excufes the man made, he 
told liim, that as foon as. the company was* 
gone, he fhould be taken care of. 

When the Princefles went to Berlin, hir 
Majefty returned i& his old palace iat San** 
Souci ; and the day after, he fent for an 
officer of his guards, and ordered him to 
conduct this man to Potfdam, and place him 
in the quality of a drummer in the firft regi- 
ment of foot-guards. 

The poor man endeavoured to pacify his 
matter by prayers and entreaties, but with-' 
out fuccefs.— 'He then faid to the officer, 
that there were fome things in his room 
which he wiftied to put in order before he 
went, ;and defired that he might be allowed 
a little time for that purpofe. The officer 
teadily aflented, and a^ foon as this defperate* 

:Vql. II. S man 
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man bad entered his own apartment, h« 
feized a piftol, which he had prepared from 
the time the King had threatened him, and: 
immediately (hot himfelf through the head. 

The report of the piftol alarmed the King 
and the officer, — They both went into the 
room, and .found the poor creature expiring* 
Though the King certainly had no idea : 
that his valet would £hoot himfelf; and 
though it is moil probable, he would not 
have allowed hiqi to remain long in the 
fituation to which, in a fit of refentment, 
he had condemned him ; — yet there is fome- 
thing exceedingly harfli in dafhing a man at 
once from a fituation of eafeand refpefl:, into 
a fphere of life fp very different. — Such an 
qrder was more becoming the fury of an in- 
temperate defpof, than the dignity of fp great 
and fo wife a monarch as the King of 
Pruflia. 

I converfed with a perfon who had been 
at Sans-Souci immediately after this me- 
lancholy event.— He faid the King feemed 

~ • - - * :~ ' ' tO 



Af AtiNEftS Of FRANCE, &c. 259 

to be very much afFe&ed. — If he felt it 4s 
he ought, he was an object of companion ; 
if he did not, he was ftill more fo 9 for no- 
thing can be a greater misfortune to a man 
than to want humanity. 
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, Drcfden. 

T Believe I negle&ed to mention in any 
of my letters from Berlin, that when I 
vifited the manufactory of porcelain, I was 
fo much ftruck with the beauty of fome 
of it, that I ordered a fmall box for you. 
But as I take it to be a matter of indiffe- 
rence, whether you fip your tea out of the 
china you have already, or. this, you may 
fend it as a prefent to the female you love 
and efteem mod, If by this direction it 
fhould not go ftraight from you to Mifs 
— — , pray let me know to whom you fend 
it. The factor at Hamburgh will give you 
notice when he fhips it off. 

I did not imagine that this manufactory 
had arrived at fuch a ^egree of perfe&ion 

as 
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as it ha'sHii'. federal fMces'ih Ge*faatoyj par- 
ttculariy •. at • Bru»fwic£ «A&>lkfllft' --tTieP 
parcel I have ordered ; fdr yeu, is'"rf?ought : 
equal. io . tl|e finteftjnadtt fat Dr ( efdeqi- ■ 

r The >tey we kft Potfdatri wei -dified: ^rit^ 
good Lord Marechal, who took MSve o£ 
tire Duke' witte an! <asdtfoli which* at drice 
rffefcfajd h& icgSfd ibr*&s*6ra^pa4id hi/ 
fea¥i'^athe OKMilfc'AeW fee hTm'iag^.' ' 

*•" i $l7w«re ftroSgly-Kf a 1 hifmW FdF tfeTdrip* 

l$on,-our jourhef tK&ugh 1 th'fe nitfft b&Wttf 

ftflfea ! iibft-firftite , t9Sfe of G'e'Ma'iiyVB'uiy 
aftbYS 5 ^ af^'o^parUitii'tyi-"! tiof 3ri$ 

ebuldf rih ! g'o>'er ,I t& WhoTe^fttt^'b^bba^ 
Ai^dbw^/kvefs 3 ,' knd' rtiou'titaiW^MHh drops' 
of grain; flavftbiceo.aMnfepsV f' might 
animal the'' laOTcapWwith- 4 t#ft<fl& oreed 1 
©f^brtek.'^ac^^JWeV flieepVWHa boars, 
and SftitfoH, : a«fl ^^e'd&WJpfiorJ wittf 
the tn'atble, predi&iP'i&nes; ' '&$ Waft of 
iead;%pper,- if ^am^lve^Whia^sfeoriy' 

cbn&nVwlthuY Jrffe^ili" Y^ir^ 

"' ,, S3 men, 
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men, th^t abound in this country, formed 
of the fineft clay io Germany,, et tres jbli- 
roent travaillees j — but'I aria long .fince itircd ; 
of description, and therefore Beg leave: to; 
convey you at once, from .Fotfdam Tto 
Drefden. ' r \ '- , . ■ ' ; ,r- v-.rr 

Having been prfefeitfed to the Eleftof; 
and Ele&rd* by Mr. Oiborp, the $rfofo( 
Minifter here, we bail i,he [honour of 4mw&\ 
with them the fame day. The Elej&rffeis 
young, tall, well-made*, and lively,,*--; Wc* 
were afterwards predated to thejp$ftreip 
Dowager, and to the; P^incefs Eli,zabe$i f 
the Ele&or's aunt;, to tb£ JPrJqpete, his fifter* 
and tp his. three brothers,, the eldcft of, whom 
has loft the. ufe of iji^legf, and is moved 
about the room in a ch^ir.wjth wheels. 

The* court was nuqi^rous and fpleqdid, 
in the evening these .was {£ard-playing for 
about two hours. The Duke of Hamilton 

\ 

was of tl>e Elp&refs's party, while I fllayed 
two robbers at whift vyifh one of the Prin- 
cefles, agaipft the Ele$fef$ c Dowager and 

the 
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the Princefs Elizabeth. — I hav^ never feea 
deep gaming at any of the German courts* 

4^What has -approached neareft*to it, has 
baeaat mafquerades, or where the Sovereign 
was not prefent. .•■" .'!,•! * 

"Drefden, though "not one off the largeft, 

• - ■ » 

is certainly one 1 of the m oft agreeable cities 

• * 

in : Gfermany, whether «we confider its fitu- 
atiorc, the magnificence of its palaces, ot 
the beauty and convenienfcy of the houfes 
and fireers. This dty is built on both fides 
of the Elbe, which is of ia'confiderable 
breadth here. The magnificent and ebm- 
medians manner iti 1 which the wo oppofite 
pRrts of the town are joined, ~atfds gTeatly 

• - 

to ite beauty. '• ; ' 

There is an equfterian ftatue of King 
Atiguftus, in a kind of openptace'or fquare, 
betWeert the old city^and : the new. "T^fife 
Vorkftianftiip is but indifferefrt ; however, 
T\vas defired by our Cicerone 1 ^ admire this 
vcr)rmuch, becauffe — i—~i£w&s fcoade by a 

conSmtta fmith; T 1 begged to be excufed, 

S 4 telling 
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felling, bim tlurt I coultfndt admire it, had it 
beea made; by Michael Angela \i 

t F^wJPrihoes in Europe are fo magni- 
ficently lodged as the Eleftor of Saxony* 
The Palace and Mufeum iave been, often 
defcribed.**— The. la# : was begun by the 
Elector Auguftua, and ftilhretain* the native 
pfthe Green Room, thQugh it now confifts 
of feveral apartments, all painted green, in 

imitation of the firft.. I will not enume- 

* . * • 

rate the prodigious number of curiofities, 
natural and artificial, to be feen there.. Spa*? 
.of the laft are curious, only becauJfe: they 
are invifihje to the hpman eye. Of. this 

Xiumber, i$.a cherry-done, upon which, by 

... 

the help of a microfcope, above a hundred 
face? maybe diftinguifhed. t Undoubtedly 
thefe titjfc. mechanical ; whims difplay the 
Jabour, . gef feyerance, .*md minute attention 
of the workman ; but I cannot tbinkthey 
are propfs jjf the wifcjqpa of thofe^^o 
$ ould employ- ^rtifts-Jo, ,fo little pnrpofe. 
JLet th£ aftonifhing ipiijutise of nature b$ 
I . ... admired 
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admired tKraogtr micrafcopes •;• but furely 
nothing is a proper work for .the hands df 
man, which cannot be feen by the imaidbd 
human eye* 






A work of the jeweller Dinglinger, which 
reprefents the celebration of the Moguls 
birth-day, is much admired, The;Mogul 
fitting on his throne, his graijdees and guards, 
with a great many elephants, are all exhi- 
bited upon a table about an ettfquare. This 
work employed Dinglinger, and fome affiQ> 
ants, above ten years* . Do not you think 
this was leaving fo ingenious an artift 
a little too long in the Moguls fervice ? 

A fimple lift of every thing valuable and 
curious in this Mufeum would exceed the 
bounds of orie of my longeft letters ; I (hall 
therefore pafe them all oven in filence, ex* 
cept the ftory.of the prophet Jonah, which 
it would be impious to< dmit. The? fhip* 
the whale, the prophet, and the fea-fhore, 
are all reprefented in pearl * but the fea &n<! 
rotks are in a different kind of ftdne,'thoiigh,- 



m 
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in my opinion, there was. no occafion to vary 
the materials : for furely there is as great a 
difference between a prophet* and a whale, 
as between a whale and a rock. So that if 
th^-firft two couH be reprefented with the 
fame materials, I tto net think it was worth 
while to change the compofitioqL for the 
third* 

The gallery of pi&ures is highly efteem- 
ed. To enumerate the particular merits 
of each, would fill many volumes, and re* 
quires a far greater knowledge of painting 
than I can pretend to. The moft valuable 
pieces are by Qorregio and Rubens. There 
are three or four by the farmer, and of his 
mod capital works ; and a very ponfiderable 
number of the latter. The.ftrength and 
expreiTion of this great artift's pencil, the 
natural glow of his colouring, and the fer- 
tility of his fancy, deferve the higheft en- 
comiums. Yet one cannot help regretting, 
that he had fo violent a paffion for fat wo- 
men. That kind of nature which he had 

fee a 
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feen early in life in his own country, had 
laid fuch hold of his imagination, that it 
cQuld not be eradicated by all the elegant 
models he afterwards Jtqdigcl JQ Italy. Some 
of his female figures in this gallery are fo . 
much of the Dutch make, and fo fat, that 

t * 

it is rather oppreflive to look at them in this 
very hot weather. ' . 

In the Mufeum, within the Palace, there 
is a moft .complete colle&iorj, of prints, from 
the .commencement of fhe $rt,of engravings 
till the prpfent time. 
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Dipfdch. 

NOTHING feems clearer /to me, thaq 
r that a fortified town fhould have no 
palacps within it, and no luburbs without.. 
As the city of Drefden has txftK, it would 
have been well for the inhabitants, during 
the laft war, that the town had* beferi en-* 
tirely without fortifications. In the year 
1756, when the King of Pruffia thought 

it expedient to invade Saxony, he made 

himfelf mafter of this city, and kept 

peaceable pofleflion of it till 1758, when 

Marechal Daun, after the battle of Hoch- 

4 

kirchen, threatened to befiege it. The 
Pruflian General Schmettau began his de- 
fence by burning part of the fuburbs. 
The Saxons and Auftrians exclaimed at 
this meafure, and Daun threatened to 

make 
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gigk? tbe ggviemoc anfwtrftbte, jn his . qwn 
perfon^ for f\ieh {tefpenite proceedings 
Count ?chmettau was totally regardlefs $£' 
jheir exclamations and threats, and feemc^ <■ 
attentive pn\y to th? orders of the Kilig 
bis < matter. He gave Marechal Daun to 
vpderfond, that the remaining fuburbs 
would (hare the fate of thofe already de* 
ftroyed, if he perfifted in attacking the town, 
The King ^pp^firing foon jfter, the Auftri- 
aqs retreated intp Bohemia* 

The inhabitants of Drefden t and all Sax- 
Qny* were now in a very difmai fituatiofy 
and found their hard (hips increafe in pro* 
portion to the fuccefs of their friends ancj 
ajilies ; for whatever exactions were raifed 

ip the King of Prnffia's dominions by the 

, * 'i 

Auftriajis an^ Ruffians, the like were im- 
pofed by way of retaliation on the miferable 
Saxons. A people muft be in a deplorable 
ft ate indeed, when the fuccefs of their ene- 

• . • • ' r •. • *' ■'' '; 

mies is the mod fortunate thing which can 

befai them. 

In 
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In 1759, after the dreadful battle of Cu- 

nerfdorf, near Frankfort on the Oder, the 
King of Pruflia being neceflitatQfl to repair 
the Daughter of that day, withdrew the 
Pruflian garrifon from Drefden, which then 
fell into the hands of the Imperialifts. 

But the calamities of this city did not end 

* • * 

here ; for his Pruflian Majefty having de- 
ceived Marechal Daun by a very mafterly 
feint, while he feemed to bend his courfe 
for Silefia, he wheeled fuddenly about, 

** * ' ' - 

and threatened Drefden, which Marechal 
Daun had abandoned, in the full convic- 
tion, that the King had marched to the 
relief of Schweidnitz. While the Auftri- 
ans hurried on by forced marches into Si- 
lefia, the King attacked Drefden, which 
was refolutely defended by General Mac- 
quire. 

Every poflible effort was made to reduce 
this city before Count Daun fhould return 
to its relief; — and the wretched citizens 

were 
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were expofed to a continued cannonade and 
bombardment. This perhaps was judi- 
cable by the laws of war, as long as there 
were hopes that the town might be brought 
to furrender by fuch means. — But the 
enemies of his Pruffian Majefty afiert, 
that the bombardment was continued, 
and churches, fine buildings, and whole 
ftreets, laid in afhes, even after Marechal 
Daun's return ; and when thefe vindidive 
proceedings could only tend to the ruin 
and deftru&ion of private people, without 
contributing in the fmallefl degree to the 
reducing the town, or being of any ufe 
to the public caufe. 

Many of thefe houfes ftill lie in rub- 
bifh; but the inhabitants are gradually 
rebuilding, and probably all the ruined 
ftreets will be repaired before a new war 
breaks out in Germany. While they re- 
build the houfes, I cannot help thinking 
it would be fortunate for the proprietors, 

that 
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fbat ifcey were allowed to deftroy the forri-r 
fications, which perhaps, might b( placed 
with more advantage around forne towns on 
the frontiers. 

The curious mariufa&ory of porcelain 
fuffered confiderably by the Pruflian bom-* 
bard m en t. The Ele&or has a complete col- 
lection of the fineft pieces, from the firft 
attempts made here in this elegant work, to 
the lateft improvements. This, indepen- 
dent of the beauty of many of the pieces, is 
a matter of real curiofity, as it marks the 
progrefs of ingenuity and invention* 

Our morning-walk is in the gardens of 
the late Count Bruhl, fituated on the high 
banks of the Elbe. Nothing can be ima- 
gined more delightful than the view from 

* 

a lofty terrace in thefe gardens. The 
Count's magnificent houfe is now ftript 

of many of its greateft ornaments* The 
fine colle&ion of paintings has been fold 
to the Emprefs of Ruffia for 150,000 rix- 

r . 14 dollars. 
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dollars. The library, which is iti the gar- 
den, is two hundred and twenty Feet long. 
I am not certain, whether it was abfo- 
lutely neceflary to have fo large a room 
for containing this nobleman's books j but 
it muft have required one of that fize at 
Ieaft for his wardrobe, if the account that 
Is given of it be juft. They tell us, that 
the Count had at leaft three hundred dif- 
ferent fuits of clothes ; each of thefe had a 
duplicate, as he always fhifted his clothes 
after dinner, and did not choofe that his 
drefs fhould appear different in the after- 
noon from what it had been in the morn<- 
ing. A painting' of each fuit, ^vith the 

» 

particular cane and fnufF-box belonging to 
it, was very accurately drawn in a large 
book, which was prefe.nted to his Excel- 
lency every morning by his Valet de Cham- 
bre, that he might fix upon the drefs in 
which he wifhed to appear for the day. 
This mjnifter was actufed of havtag accu- 
Vol. II. T mutated 
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mulated a great fortune. * The reverfe of 
this, however, is true. His houfe and gar- 
dens belong now to the Eledfcor. 

The Saxon troops make a very fine ap- 
pearance. The men in general are hand- 
fome and well made. Neither they nor 
their officers are fo very upright and ftiff 
in their manners as the Pruflians. Hav-* 
ing been fo long accuftomed to thefe laft, 
this difference ftruck me very ftrongly at 
firft fight. T t he uniform of the guards is 
red and yellow ; that of the marching re- 
giments white. The foldiers, during the 
fumtner, wear only waiftcoats, even when 
they mount guard; and always appear 
extremely neat and clean. The ferjeants, 
bfcfides their other arms, have a large piftol. 
This is fo commodioufly fattened to the . 
left fide, that it gives no trouble. The 
band of mufic belonging to the Saxton 
guards is the mod complete and the fineft I 
ever fa w. 

I do 
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I do not expe# to receive any accounts 
from you till we arrive at Vienna ; but I 
(hall probably write again from Prague ? 
for which place we intend to fet put (g* 
morrow. 



T a 
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. LETTER LXXXI. 

Prague. 

T5 0HEMIA, though by no means fo 
fertile, or fo fine a country as Saxony, 
does not deferve the bad chara&er which 
fome travellers have given it. I thought 
many places very beautiful, and varied with 
the mod agreeable rural obje&s. 

Prague, the capital of Bohemia, ftands 
in a hollow, furrounded on all fides with 
hills. Thofe neareft the town, and which 
command it, are comprehended within the 
fortifications* It is a very large town, re- 
taining fome marks of former fplendor, but 
many more evident fymptoms of prefent 
decay — Symptoms which naturally attend 
thofe places which once have been .the refi- 
dence of royalty, and are fo no more. 

AU 
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» • 

All the hotifes, with any appearance of 
magnificence, are old, ^nd it is not pro- 
bable that any hew ones will be built m 
.that ftyle : for the Bohemian nobility, who 

• 

are in circumftances to bear fuch ah ex- 
pence^ live at Vienna j and the trade and 
manufactures of this, town. are not fufficient 
to enable any of the mercantile people to 
build fine houfes. ; 

In whatever; dogbee this city may have 
.dwindled in wealph a$d magnificence, the 
piety of the inhabitants certainly flourifhes 
as jmuch as ever. I do not recoiled to 

. » * 

have feen fo many glaring ,marks of devo- 
tion in any place. The corners of the 

-■ ' r * • % 

ftreets, bridges, and public buildings, "are 
all ornamented with crucifixes, images of 
the Virgin of all fizes and complexions, 
and ftatues of £>airits of every country, coa- 
dition, age, and fex. People are to be 
feen on their knees before thefe ftatues in. 
every part of this city, but particularly on 
the large bridge over the Moldaw, where 

*T 3 there 
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there is the greateft concourfe of paflen- 
gers. This brieve is Co profufely adorned 
with the ftatu.es of Saints, that* crofting over ' 
it* you have a row of them on each fide, 
-like two ranks of mufketeers. 

: - Travellers, dpeciklly fiich as arrive dl- 
*e<31y from BerKn, ffluft be aftonifhed at 
the people's devotion in this city, and in a 
particular manner at the vehemence with 
•which it is exprefldd by thofe who exhibit 
i)cfore the Saints upon the bridge. 

Not contented with kneeling, t faw fomfe 
jproftrate themfelves on their faces, kifling 

r 

the earth; and Others, who offered their 
petitions to thefe Saints with fuch earnefl;- 
nefs and fervour, that, if their hearts had 
iiot been of ftone, they muft have pai$ 
more attention to the petitioners than they 
feemed to do» 

. There is one faint who has more votaries 
than all the reft put together — Saint Ne- 
pomuc, t think they call him : — As my 

acquaint* 
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acquaintance with Saints is not extenfive, I 
never heard of him tux I came hither, 
but his reputation is very great' in this 
town. This faint, it feems, was ordered 
by fome cruel tyrant, to be thrown over a 
bridge ; his neck was broke by the fall, 
notwithftanding of which, he is fuppofed to 
retain a particular affe&ion for bridges ever 
fince; an efFedt fomething different from 
what was to have been expe&ed from the 
caufe ; however, the people here "are per- 
fuaded, that fo it happened* to Saint Ne- 
pomuc ; and to put the fa£t beyond con- 
troverfy, he is at this moment the tutelar 
Saint of bridges ; — almoft; all thofe in Bo- 
hemia are dedicated to him. He htfs' alfo 
the reputation of excelling every Saint in 
heaven in the cure of barrennefs in women. 
—How hie character for this was efta- 
bliflied, I did not enquire. 

Jt is a melancholy refle&ion, that the 
wealthy are more careleft about religious 
duties than the indigent, and that poverty 

T 4 and 
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and piety are fo often linked together. I 
. often obferved, %hen we flopped at any 
town or village, which had fymptoms of 
great poverty, that the inhabitants feemed 
alfo unufually devout. 

It would appear, that hope is a more 
powerful fentiment in the human bread: 
than gratitude, fince thofe who ought to 
feel the greateft thankfulnefs to Heaven, 
difplay the lead. 

We found an acquaintance at Prague 
when we feaft etfpedted it ; for as the Duke 
of Hamilton and I flood talking in the 
ftreets, a prieft, who belongs to a feminary 
of learning in this town, overheard . us ; 
upon, which he flopped, and after looking 
at us very earneftly for- fome time,, he at 
length came up, and add re {fed us in thefe 
words:-— I do aflure you now, I am an 
Irifhman too. This eafy kind of introduc- 
tion foon produced^ a degree of intimacy ; 
I alked, how he K&ew fo readily that we 
were.Irift*? Am I not after hewriag you 
• . fpeak 
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fpeak Engliih, my dear I replied the honeft 
prieft, for he really was a very honeft ob- 
liging fellow, and the moft ufeful and en- 
tertaining Cicerone we could have had at 

Prague. 

After having viiited the royal apart- 
ments, they fhewed us the window in the 
fecretary of ftate's office, from whence 
three noblemen were thrown in the year 
1618. This was rather a violent mode of 

■ 

turning out the people in power ; but it is 
probable the party in oppofition had tried 
gentler means in vain. 

As one great ufe of hiftory is to furnifh 
leflbns and .examples, by which pofterity 
in al.l ages may profit, I do not think it 
would be aniifs tp remind your friends in 
adminiftration of this adventure, that they 
may move off quietly before their op- 

ponents take defperate meafurc§. For it 
has been oftferved, that the enemies of tot- 
tering ftatefmen are much more adtive than 

10 their 
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their friends, who, when things come to 
the laft pufh, are apt to (land aloof* 

Like people ^viewing, at a diftance, 

Three men thrown our of a cafcment, * , >*; 

.-' ■ ♦. 

I Who never ftir to their affiftance, '-*- *} 

But juft afford them their amazement* 

In cafe however a fimilar outrage fliould be 
threatened in England, it is to be hoped 
that Apollo (as he was wont of old when 
any of his friends were in danger) will in- 
terpofe with a cloud, arid fave the Mi* 
nifter; for, in the ptefent fcarctty of wit 
and good humour, it' would be a.thoufand 
p ities to lofe a man fo much diftinguifhed 
for both, at one defperate throw. 

We walked over the heights, from which 
the Pruffians attempted to carry the town, 
immediately after the defeat of Prince 

Charles of Lorraine and Count Brown. 

< 

The bombardment of this town was .a 
more defenfible meafure than that of ,Dref- 
den ; for while the army within were 

under 
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under the dejection natural after the lofs 
of. a* battle, . and unprepared for a fiege, 
it might be fuppofed» that the confufioii 
and terror produced by the bombardment 
joined to the vaft confumption of provi- 
iions by fuch a numerous garrifon, would 
induce the befieged to furrender. But al- 
though the King's humanity has not beea 
called « in queftion for his conduct here, I 
have heard many military men cenfure him, 
for want of prudence, particularly on ac- 
count of his-- defperate attempt at Kolin, » 
when, leaving the half of his army to con* 
tinue the blofckade of Prague, he marched 
with little more than thirty thoufand men, 
and attacked an army of double that num- 
ber, ftrongly fituated, and commanded by 
one of the ableft generals of the age. 

After all, it is more than probable, that 
the King had very good reafons for his 
conduct. But as the attempt was unfuc* 

cefsful, and as the fad reverfe of the Pruflian 
affairs may be dated from that epoch, the 

voice 
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voice of cenfure has been very loud in 
blaming an a&ion, which would have been 
exalted to the fkie$ had it been crowned 
with fuccefs. If Hannibal had by any ac- 
cident been defeated at Cannae, it is very 
poflible, that hiftorians would have found 
out many reafons why he fhould not have 
fought that battle, and would have en- 
deavoured to prove, that his former vic- 
tories had been gained by chance, and that 
he was a mere ignoramus in the art of war. 
Adieu, my good friend; I wifh you good 
luck in all your undertakings, that you may 
continue to be reckoned by the world, a 
man of prudence. 
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' Vienna. 

/"\N arriving at Vienna, the poftiliona 
drive diredtly to the Cuftom-houfe, 
where the baggage undergoes a very fevere . 
femtiny, which neither fair words nor 
money can mitigate* As nothing contra- 
band was found among our baggage, it 
was all carried dire&ly to our lodgings, 
except our books, which were retained to 
be examined at leifure, and were not re- 
ftored to us till fome.time after. The Em- 
prefs has given ftrift orders, th^t no booksr 
of impiety, lewdnefs, or immorality, fhall 
be allowed to enter her dominions* or he 
circulated among her fubje&s; and Maho- 
met himfeif dares as foon appear publicly 
at Vienna as any one of them. 

Uufortu- 
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Unfortunately for us, Sir Robert Keith 
is lately gone to England, and is not ex- 
pected back for feveral months. We have 

* 

r£afon to regret the abfence of fo agreeable 
and fo worthy a man ; but every advantage 
we could have received from him as a mi- 
nifter, has b6en fupplied by his fecretary, 
Mr.*Erneft j who has introduced us to the 
Count Degenfeldt, ambaflador from the 
States-General. This gentleman furnifhed 
us with a lift of the vifits proper to be made, 
and had the politenefs to attend the Duke 
of Hamilton on this grand tour. 

The firft day we waited on Prince Kau- 
nitz, we were invited to dine, and found a 
Very numerous company at his houfe ; 
many of whom, as I afterwards underftood, 
had been prepoflefTed in our favour, by the 
polite and obliging letters which the Baron 
de Swieten had written from Berlin. 

Some of the principal families are at' 
their feats in the country, which we fhould 
b»ve more reafon to regrat, were it- not 

for 
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for the politenefs and hofpitality of the 
Count and Countefs Thune, at whofe houfe, 
or that of their fitter the Countefs Walftein, 
there is an agreeable party every evening; 
among whom is the Vifcount de Laval, 
brother to the Marquis, whom I had the 

honour of knowing « Berlin. The vif- 

count has been a6 far north as Peterfburgh, 
and intends to make the tour of Italy before 
he returns to France. 

The city of Vienna, properly fo called, 
is not of very great extent ; nor can it be 
enlarged, being limited by a ftrong fortifi*- 
cation. This town is very populous : it is 
thought to contain above feventy thou&mi 
inhabitants. The ftreets in general are 
narrow, and the hpufes built high. Soqif 
of the public buildings and palaces are 
magnificent ; but they appear externally to 
no great advantage, on account of the nar* 
rownefs of the ftreets. The chief are the 
Imperial Palace, the Library and Mufeum, 

the palaces of the Princes Xachtenft^in, 

Eugene, 
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Eugene, and fome others, which I know 
you will excufe me from enumerating or 
defcribing. 

There is no great danger that Vienna 
will ever again be •fuhjedted to the incon- 
veniencies of a liege. Yet, in cafe the 
thing fhould happen, a meafure has been 
taken, which will prevent the neceflity of 
deftroying the fuburbs : No houfes with- 
out the walls are allowed to be built nearer 
to the glacis than fix hundred yards ; fo 
that there is a circular field of fix hun- 
dred paces broad . all round the town, 
which, exclufive of the advantage above 
mentioned, has a very beautiful and falu- 

/ 

tary effect. Beyond, the plain, the fuburbs 
are built. — They form a very extenfive and 
magnificeat town, of an irregularly circular 
form, containing within its bofom a fpa* 
tious field, which has ;for its centre the 
original town of VieanaA. ■ . 

„ :.Thefe magnificent 'fuburbs, and the town 
together, oje faid tp contain above three 
. hundred 
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hundred thoufand inhabitants; yet the 
former are not near fo populous, in pro-* 
portion to their fize, as the town ; becaufe 

r 

many houfes of the fuburb^ have extenfive 
gardens belonging to them, and many fa- 
milies, who live during the winter within the 
fortifications, pafs the fummer months ia 
the fuburbs. 

Monfieur de BreteuiL the French am- 
baflador, lives there at prefent. The Duke 
and I dined at his houfe a few days ago* 
This gentleman was attached to the Due 
de Choifeul, and had been appointed am- 
baflador to this court, in which chara&er 
he was about to fet out from Paris, when 
that minifter was difmifled by the late King 
of France; upon which M. de Breteuil, 
inftead of Vienna, was fent to Naples. 
But fince the new King's acceffion, he has 

been eftablifhed at the, court for which he 

was originally intended. He is a man of 

talents, and not calculated for a fituation in 

Vol.. II. U which. 
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which talents have little or no room for 
exertion. 

About a week after our arrival at Vienna, 
we had the honour of being prefented to 
the Emperor. The Count Degenfeldt ac- 
companied us to the palace between nine 
and ten in the morning. After walking a 
few minutes in an adjoining room, we were 
condu&ed into that where the Emperor was 
alone. His manner is affable, eafy, and 
gracefully plain. 

The fame forenoon we drove to Schon- 
brun, a palace about a league from- Vienna, 
where the Emprefs refides at prefent. I had 
no fmall curiofity to fee the celebrated Maria 
Therefa, whofe fortunes have interefted Eu- 
rope for fo many years. Her magnanimity 
in fupporting the calamities to which the 
early part of her life was expofed* and the 
moderation with wHich fhe has borne pro- 
fperity, have fecured to her univerfal appro- 
bation. She alfo was alone when we were 

prefented. 
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prefented. She converfed for fome time 
with the Duke of Hamilton in an eafy and 
cheerful manner, and behaved to all with 

an affable dignity. She now pofieffes but 
fmall remains of that beauty for .which fhe 
was diftinguifhed in her youth ; but her 
countenance indicates benevolence and good- 
humour. I had often heard of the fcrupu*- 
lous etiquette of the Imperial court, but have 
found every thing dire&ly oppofite to that 
account. 

Prince Kaunitz haying feen a young Eng- 
lish gentleman fcarcely fourteen years of 
age, whom the Duke of Hamilton patro- 
nizes, and who has accompanied us on .thi$ 
tour, the Prince defired that he alfo might 
be prefented to the Emperor and Emprefs, 
which, was accordingly done, and they both 
received him in the moil gracious manner* 

I mention this circumftamte as a ftrong 
proof how far they are fuperipr at thi* 
court to triflipg pun&ilios, and how greatly 

U 2 they 
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they have relaxed in ceremony fince th$ 
afceeffion of the Lorrain family. 

Two or three days after this, we were 
prefented, at a full court, to the two un- 
married Arch-ducheffes, their fitter the 
Princefs Albert of Saxony, and the Prin- 
cefs of Modena, who is married to the 
Emperor's brother. The laft couple are 

lately arrived from Milan on a vifit to the 
Emprefs. 

The Imperial family are uncommonly 
VrelHodking, and have a very ftrong refem- 
blance to each other. They are all of a fair 
complexion, with large blue eyes, and fotne 
of them, particularly the Arch^duke, are 
diftinguiftied by the thick lip fo long re- 
marked in the Auftrian family. The bcau^ 
tiful Queen of France is theiiandfomeft of 
this family, only becaufe fhe is the y oungeft ; 
fome people think that her lifter the Prin* 
tefs Albert has dill die .ad vantage. 

One 
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One of the unmarried Arch-duchefles, 
who formerly was thought the moft beau- 
tiful, has fufFered confiderably by the fmall- 
pbx. — A lady of the court told me, that,' as 
foon as this Princefs underftood what her 
difeafe was, fhe called for a looking glaft, 
and with unafFedted pleafantry took leave of 
thofe features Ihe had often heard praifed, 
,and which flie believed would be greatly 
changed before fhe flifculd fee them again. 
The diminution which the fmalUp&x has 
madejn the beauty of this Princefs, has not 
in the fmalleft degree, impaired her good- 
humour, or the eflential part of her cha- 
ra&er, which by every account is perfectly 
amiable. 

When the King of Pruffia fa w his army 
defeated at Cunerfdorf, after he had written 



to the Queen that he was fure of .vi&ory j 
or when any of thofe monarchs, of whom 
hiftory gives examples, were dafhed from 
their thrones to a ftate of dependence or 
captivity, unqueftionably it required great 

U 3 flrength 
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ftrength of mind to bear fuch cruel reverfes 
of fortune : but perhaps it requires more in 
a woman, whofe beauty is admired by one 
half of the human race, and envied by the 

* 

other, to fupport its lofs with equanimity 
in all the pride of youth. — If thofe veteran 
beauties, who never had any thing but their 
faces to :give them importance, whom we 
fee ftill withering on the ftalk, and repining 
that they cannot retain the bloom of May 
in the frQft of. December, had met with 
fuch an accident, it would probably have 

killed them at once, and faved them many 
years of defpifed exiftence* 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 295 



LETTER LXXXIII. 



Vienna. 



T Never pafled my time more agreeably 
than fince I came to Vienna. There is 
, not fuch a conftant round of amufements as 
to fill up a man's time without any plan or 
occupation of his own; and yet there is 
enough to fatisfy any mind not perfectly 
vacant and dependent on external objects.-— 
We dine abroad two or three times a week. 
We fometimesLfee a little play, but never 

any jteep gaming. At the Countefs 

Thune's,~where I generally pafs the even* 
ing, there is no play of any kind. — The fo- 
ciety there literally form a converfazione. 

I dare fay, you will be at a lofs to imagine 
how a mixed company, fometimes pretty 
numerous, can pafs feveral hours every 

U 4 evening, 



» 



s 
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evening, merely in converting, efpecialljr 
when you are told that the converfation is 
not always fplit into parties and tete*£«?t£tes ; 
but is very often general. You will fufpcdfc 
there trtuft be many melancholy paufes, 
which, after a certain length, are prolonged, 
from the reluttance of people to be the firft 
breakers of a very fclemn filence j or you 
may think that fometimes there will be fo 
many tongues moving at once, that nothing 
can be heard diftindly ; and you may pof- 

fibly figure to yourfelf the lady of the houfe 
at other times endeavouring, by formal ob- 
fervations 'on the weather, or politics, to 
keep alive a converfation which is juft ex- 
piring in all the yawnings of death. 

Nothing of this kind, however, happens. 
The Countefs has the art of entertaining a 
company, and of making them entertain one 
another, more than any perfon I ever knew. 
With a great deal of wit, and a perfect 
knowledge of the world, (he poffeffes the 
moft difinterefted heart. She is the firft to 

difcover 
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difcover the good qualities of her friends^ 
and the laft who fees their foibles. One of 
her greateft pleafures is to remove preju- 
dices from amongft her acquaintances, and 
to promote friendfhips. She has an ever- 
lafting flow of fpirits, which fhe manages 
with fuch addrefs as to delight the gay, with- 
out difplcafing the dejedted. I never knew 
any body have fuch a number of friends* 
and fo much generous friendfhip to beftow 
on each : She is dalily making new ones, 
without allowing her regard for the old to 
diminifli., She has; formed a lit tje fyftem of 
happinefs at her own hoiife, herfelf heing 
the centre of attraction and union. Nobody 
is under the leaft neceflity of remaining a 
moment in this fociety after being tired. — 
They may retire when they pleafe. — No 
more notice i§ taken of the entries or exits 
of any pprfon who has been once received, 
than of a fly's coping in or going out of 
the room. — There is not the fhadow of re» 
ftraint. — If ydu go every night, you are 

always 
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always treated with equal kindnefs ; and if 

you ftay away for a month, you are received 

on your return with the fame cheerfulnefs 
as if you had been there every evening. 

The Englifli who come to this place are 
in a particular manner obliged to this fa- 
mily, not only for the polite reception they 
generally meet with, but alfo for the oppor- 

tunities this affords them of forming an 
acquaintance with the principal people at 

Vienna. And I imagine there is no city in 

Europe where a young gentleman, after his 
univerfity education is finifhed, can pafs a 
year with fo great advantage ; becaufe, if 
properly recommended, he may mix on an 
eafy footing, with people of rank, and have 
opportunities of improving by the converfa- 
tion of fenfible men and accomplifhed wo- 
men. In no capital cpuld he fee fewer ex- 
^mples, or have fewer opportunities of 
deep gaming, open profligacy, or grofs de- 
bauchery. He may learn to pafs his time 
agreeably, independent of a continued round 

of 
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of amufements. — He may be gradually led 
to enjoy rational converfation, and at length 
acquire the blefied faculty of being fatisfied 

with moderate pleafures* 

To the politenefs of the Countefs Thune, 
and the recommendation of the Baron 
Swieten, 1 am indebted for the agreeable 
footing I am on with Prince Kaunitz, who 
at prefent lives at Laxenberg, a pleafant vil— 
lage about ten miles from Vienna, where 

there is a fmaH palace and very extenfive 
park, belonging to the Imperial family. 

Prince Kaunitz has lately built a houfe 
there, and lives in a ftyle equally hofpitable 
and magnificent. He is not to be feen be* 
fore dinner by any but people on bufinefs ; 
but he always has a pretty large company 
at dinner, and (till greater numbers from. 
Vienna pafs their evenings at Laxenberg ; 
not unfrequently the Emperor himfelf makes 
one of the company. This minifter has 
enjoyed the favour of the Emprefs for many 
years. He was her envoy at the treaty of 

Aix- 
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Aix-Ia-Chapelle in 1748, arid has been of* 
- her cabinet council ever fince. At prefent 
he is minifter for all foreign affairs, and is 
fuppofed to have greater influence with her 
jhan any other perfon. 

Me is certainly a man of knowledge, 
genius, and fidelity, and the affaire of thi* 
court have profpered greatly under his ma- 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he thews great difcern- 

meat in discovering and employing men of 
taleots. He is the friend and patron of 
Monf. de Swieten. It is fuppofed that he 
adviftd and negociated the French alliance, 
yet he has always had a ftrong partiality in 
favour of the Britifh nation. — He has forae 
Angularities ; but as they do not affedfc any 
eflential part of his cbara&er, they need not 
be mentioned. 



I * 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 



Vienna. 

* 

T Had the pleafure of yours by the laft poft^ 
wherein you inform me that our ac- 
quaintance C talks of fetting out for 

Vienna very foon. As nothing is fo tire- 
fome as the company of one who is conti- N 
nually tired of himfelf, I fhould be alarmed 
at your information, were I not abfolutely 
certain that his day here will be very Ihort, 
come when he will, 

C — called at my lodgings one morning 
the fummer before I had left London.— I 
had remained in town merely becaufe I had 
no particular bufinefs elfewhere j — but he 
aflured me, that the town was a defert ; — • 
that it was fhameful to be feen in the 
Greets j — that all the world was at Bright* 

helmftone.— 



c * 
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helmftone. — So I allowed him to condu& 
me to that place, where we had remained 
only a few days, when he told me, that 
none of the people he cared for were there ; 
and as I had nothing particular to detain 
me, he begged as a favour that I would 
accompany him to Tunbridge. — We went 
accordingly, and to my great fatisfa&ion 
1 there found Mr. N 's family. C— - 

remained pretty quiet for about four days ; 
—he yawned a good deal on the fifth ; — 
and on the fixth, I thought he would have 
diflocated his jaws. As he perceived I was 
pleafed with the place, and would take none 
of his hints about leaving it, he at laft pre- 
tended that he had received a letter which 
made it abfoiutely neceflary for him to fet 
out for London : — and away he went. 

I ftaid three weeks at Tunbridge. — On 
my return to town, I underftood tfiat C— * 
had taken a genteel furniflied houfe for the 
fummer in Yorkfhire, where he had already 
pafled a week, having previoufly engaged a 
!3 female 
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female friend to go along with him. — He 
left word in town, that he was not to be 
expedited till the meeting of parliament. 
Though I never imagined that he would 
remain quite fo long, yet I was a little fur- 
prifed to fee him enter my room two days 
after I had received this account. — He told 
me, he was quite difgufted with his houfe, 
and more fo with his companion :-and be- 
fides, he had taken a violent fancy to go to 
Paris, which you know, added he, is the 
mod delightful place in the world, efpecially 
in fummer ; for the company never think 
of rambling about the country like our 
giddy fools in England, but remain toge- 
ther in the capital as fenfible people ought 
to do. 

He then propofed that we fhould pack 
up a few things, — take poft, — pafs over,-*- 
and fpend a couple of months at Paris. 
Finding I did not relifli the propofal, he 
wrote an apology to the lady in Yorkfhire, 
with an inclofed bank bill, and fet out next 

day 



^ 
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day by himfelf. I heard no more of him 
for fix weeks, but at the end of that time, 
happening to be at Bath, I faw my friend 
C— enter the pump-room. — 'Egad, faid he, 
you are wife to ft ay at home : — Paris is 
become the moft infipid place on earth : — I 
could not fupport it above ten days. — But 
having heard a good deal of Holland, I even 
took a jaunt taAmfterdam, which, between 
friends, I found very little more amufing 
than Paris ; two days after my arrival, 
finding an Englifh fhip ready to fail, I 
thought it would be a pity to let the oppor- 
tunity flip. So I ordered my trunk aboard. 
< — We had a difagreeable paflage : — How- 
ever, I arrived fafe a few days ago at Har- 
wich. After this fketch of poor C — 's turn 
of mind, you fee I have no reafon to fear 

* 

his remaining long with us, if he ihould 
come. 

Foreigners aflert that the Englifli have 
more of this reftlefs. difpofition than any 
other people in Europe. 

ill 
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. Ilfaut que votre/ville de Londres foitui^ 
trifte fejour.— I afked the perfon who made 
this remark to me, wherefore he thought fo? 
*— rarceque, anfwered he, tous vos jeunes 
gens que je vois en France s'ennuyent; a la 
lAort. — -But, fakJ I> there are a great many 
of your countrymen ki London.— *Affure-* 
ftieilt, arifweted he, with polite infolence, 
Cela fait une difference. - "> 

Our climate is acciifed of producing this 
ennui. If I rightly remember^ I formerly 
hinted feme reafons againft this opinion, 
aftd of late I begin to fufpedt that the excef- 
five wealth t>f certain individuals^ and the 
ftate of fociety in our capital, 1 are* 'the fole 
caufes of our having a greater (hare of that 
malady among us . than our neighbours* 
The common people of England fcnowi 
nothing of it :*— neither do the irfduftrioug 
of any rink, whether their ohj&& be: wealth, 
knowledge* or fame 4 ^ut in England there 
is a greater number than in any other cbun-^ 
try, of young men,* who cdme to the pot 

Vol. II. X feffion 
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feflion of great fortunes before they have 
acquired any fixed and determined tafte, 
which may ferve as a refource and occupa- 
tion through life. 

When a youth has acquired a habit of ap- 
plication, a third: of knowledge, or of fame, 
the mod ample fortune which can fall to 
him afterwards, cannot always deftroy dif- 
pofitions and paffions already formed — Par- 
ticularly if the paifion be ambition, which 

generally gives fuch energy to the mind, and 
occasions fuch continued exertions, as fuffi- 
cicntly ward off laflitude aad taedium ; for 
wealth casmot lull, or jpleafure enervate, a 
mind ftrongly infpired by that aftive prin- 
ciple* Such therefore are out of the prefent 
qjxjftior*. Btft when a full and uncontrolled 
command of money comes firft, and every 
objed of pleafure is placed within the reach 
of the unambitious all other purfuits are 

* * 

too. frequently defpifed ; and every tafte or. 
acconaplifturent . which could inform qc 
i flrengtfien 
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ftretogtheh the toind, and fill up the tedious 
intervals of life/ is neglefied. 

A young man in this fituation is prone to 
excefs ; he feldom waits the natural returns 
of appetite of any kind ; — his fenfibility is 
blunted by too frequent enjoyment ;— what 
is defired to-day, is loathed tOf morrow ; — < > 
every thing at a diftance, which bears the 
name of pleafure, is an objedfc of defire ;— • 
when prefent, it becomes an bbjeft of in- 
difference, if not of difguft. — The agitations 
of gaming are tried to prevent the horrid 
ftagnation of indolence :— AH amufements 
lofe their relifh, and ferve to increafe the 
languor they were meant to expel. 

As age advances, caprice, peevUhneft, 
and taedium augment :— The fcene is often 
changed ; but the fame fretful piece is con- 
ftantty a&ed till the curtain is dropt, or 
is pulled down by the impatient a&or him- 
ijflf before the natural end of the drama. 



X a 
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i D£>e$ not ay this' happen i» France actff: 
Germany ? — Doubtlefs ; but. not fo often as; 
in England, for the reafons already men- 
tioned. In France, a very froall proportion 
of young men have the uncontrolled pof- 
feffion of great fortunes. They have not 
the means of gratifying every defire, and 
indulging every caprice. Inftead of fpending 
their time in clubs or taverns with people 
of their own age, the greater part of the 
young nobility pafs their evenings with fome 
private family, or in thofe focieties of both' 
fexes to which they have the entree. There 
fhe decorum due To fuch company reftrains, 
of courfei the vivacity and wantonnefs o( 
their behaviour and convtrfation ; and ad- 
ventures . occur, which intereft and amtjfe, 
without being followed bythe naufea, Ian-, 
guor,. apjli remorfe, which- often fuccee4 
nights fpent at the. gaming* table, or the 
Hcentioufnefs of tavern fuppers. 

Nothing haa a better, influence on thft 
temper, difpofition, and manners of a young 
• - <■» * «'* perfon, 
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perfcti, than living much in the company 
of th&fe whom he refpe&s. i Exclufive of 
the improvement he may. receive frtnri their 
converted, he is habituated to felfrdenial, 
and Hauft relin^uifh many indulgences 
which lead td indolence and languor 
— The young Fretfch nobility, even al- 
though they flibuld KkVe no great*' ffeare of 
ambitidn, noMbre af ftudy, no particular 
turn for any ofthoft' higH^ f a<te6ihpliffi- 
ments which anaWte^tbetf to f$ft titti hours 
cof life indepeijd^fit "of other aiftff fern «ntsf; 

rye* they contrive "'Mt'ikeep tsedtom at a dif- 

. • 

Stance by efforts: of a different kind, by a 
'fpecles of activity peculiar to 'thdtafelvei : 
- They perceive, very early in life, the abfolute 
neceflity of pteafmg; this fentiment per- 
vades their general oondud, and goes a great 
way in the formation of their real character. 
* They are attentive and obliging to all, and 
particularly endeavour to acquire and retain 
the friendfhip of thofe who can aflift their 
fortunes j and they have a reliflx for life, 

X 3 becaufe 
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>becaufe it i* not always in their povtr~fc> 
-anticipate enjoyment* uor can tbey . cloy 
.their appetites by fatiety. Even the moft 
diffipated among them art unacquainted 
with the unbounded freedom of a taverji 
life, where all th* foafcs of 4 whjmfioal 
. mind, , and a capricious tafte, > may b§ in- 
dulged without J]efitatioUj apd which* #frer 
Jong indulgence* readers every oth$r Kmji 
«f fo^Sj inftppart4W(j. 
r;. WitlL regard to theJGferaaAs, there are 
v vtfy frteiranjtfgrfca* independent fortunes 
-among theft* ' The:li*tle princes, by whom 
the itches of the country are engrafted, 
: have, L&fpcO, their own difficulties to get 
-through life witl^ any tolerable degree of 
-fatisfe&ion* 'A* for their younger brothers 
and the middling gentry, they go into the 
. Army, and are fybje&ed to the rigorous and 
, unremitting attentions of military difcipline. 
This, of confequenee, forms a character, 
. in many refpe&s different from that of the 
Englilh pr French gentleman. 

4 But 
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But I have not yet mentioned the cir- 
cumftance which, of all others, perhaps 
contributes the moft to render London the 
trifte f<£jour which foreigners often find it; 
I mean, the eftablilhment of clubs, ' from 

which that part of the community are ex- 
cluded who have the greateft power to 

foothe the cares, and enliven the pleafurps 
of life. 
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r lT7B hadr*n iavit^tioxi 9 . Ia(dj ftom Mot*C 
de Breteuil to dine on the top of 
Mount Calenberg, a vf ry high mountain in 
the neighbourhood of this city. Common 
coaches or chariots cannot be dragged up ; 
but haying driven {o the bottom, we found 
chaifes of a particular conftru&ion, calcu- 
lated for fuch expeditions. Theft had beea 
ordered by the Ambaflador for the accom- 
modation of the company, and in them we 
were carried to the Turnout* where there is 
a convent of Monks, from which two 
landfcapes of very oppofite natures appear. 
The one confifts of a feries of wild moun- 
tains ; the other, of the town, fubiirbs, 

and environs of Vienna, with the various 

i ■*. « . « » 

branches 
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branches tif ' the Danube flowing through a 
rich champaign of botrndlefs extent. 

The table for dinner was covered in a 

field near the convent, under the (hade of 

fome trees. — Every delicacy of the feafon 

.' ».*'.»- 

was ferved- up. Madame de Matignon, 

a very beautiful and fprightly lady, daugh- 
ter of M. de Breteuil, did the honours. — : 

r » ■ 

Some of the fined women of Vienna, her 

companions, were of the company ; and 

. ■> » 

the whole' entertainment was conduced 

♦» 

with equaV tafte and gaiety. 

During the deflert, fome of the F^thejrs 
came and , prefented the company with 
balkets of fruit and fallad from their gar- 
den. — The Ambaflador invited them to fit. 
and the ladies pledged them in tokay. 
Monf. de Breteuil had previoufly obtained 
permiffion for the ladies to enter the con- 

vent;— which* they accordingly did, as 

fbbn as they rofe from table, attended by 
all the company. 

You 
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You will readily believe, that the ap* 
pearance of fo many handibme women 
would be particularly interefting to a com- 
munity which had never before beheld a 
female within their walls. — This indeed 
was fufiiciently evident, in fpite of the 
gravity and mortified looks of the Fa- 
thers. 

One lady of a gay difpofition laid hold 
of a little fcourge which hung at one of 
the Father's belts, and defired he would 
make her a prefent of it, for (he wiflied to 
life it when fhe returned home, having, as 
£he faid, been a great (inner. The Fa- 
ther, with great gallantry, begged fhe 
would fpare her own fair (kin, affuring her 
that he would give himfelf a hearty flog- 
ging on her account that very evening ;— 
and to prove how much he was in earned, 
fell dire&ly on his knees before a little 
altar, and began to whip his own fhoulders 
with great earneftnefs, declaring, that when 
the ladies fliould retire, he would lay it 

with 
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with the fame violence on hi6 naked body ; 
for he was determined ihe fhould be as 

free from fin as (he was on the day of her 
birth. 

This melted the heart of the lady. — She 
begged the Father might take no more of 
•her faulty tipon his fhoulders.— — She now 
allured him that her Hips had been very 
venial, and that (he was convinced what 
he had already done would clear her as 
completely as if he fhould whip himfelf to 
the bone. 

There- is fomething fo ludicrous in all 
this, that you may naturally fufped the 
reprefentation I have given, proceeds from 
/invention rather than memory. I allure 
you, however, in downright earned;, that 
the fcene paflfed nearly as defcribed ; and, 
to prevent farther mifchief, I put the 
fcourge, which the zealous Father had 
made pfe of, in my pocket* 



On 
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On my return to Vienna, I called the 
fame evening at the Countefs Walftein's, 
and foon after the Emperor cafoe there. 
Somebody had already mentioned to him 
the pious gallantry of the Father at the top 

* • « 

of Mount Calenberg. — He afkedfora fight 
of the whip, which he underftood I hail 
brought away :— I had it ftill in my pocket, 
and immediately fliewed it him*-r— -^He 
laughed very heartily at the warmth -of the 
Father's zeal, which he fuppofed had been 
augmented by the Ambaflador's tokay. 

You have often heard of the unceremo- 
nious and eafy manner in which this great 
Prince lives with his fubje&s. Report can- 
not exaggerate on this head. The Countefs 
Walftein had no expectations of his vifiting 

her that evening. When the fervant 

named the Emperor before he entered, I 

ilarted up, and was going to retire, — The 

> Countefs defired me to remain, for nothing 

was more difagreeable to him than that any 

company 
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company fhould be difturbed on his enter- 
ing. — The ladies kept their feats, fome of 
them knotting all the time he remained* 
The men continued (landing while he flood, 
and when he was feated, moft part of them 
fat down alfo.— The Emperor put Count 
Mathorif, the Spanifh ambaffador, in mind 
of his gout, and made him fit while him- 
felf remained (landing. 

This monarch converfes with all the eafe 
and afFaBility x>f a private gentleman, and 
gradually feduces others to talk with. the 
fame eafe to him. He is furely much hap- 
pier in this noble condcfcenfion, and muft ' 
acquire a moire perfect knowledge of man- 
kind* than if he kept himfelf aloof from 
his fa bj efts, continually wrapt up in hi? 
jwn importance and the Imperial fun 



» « , 



4 
> 



\ , 



318 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 



LETTER LXXXVI. 



Vienna. 

npHE manners of this court arc confider* 
ably altered fincc Lady Mary Wortley 
Montague was tare, particularly fince the ' 

acceffion of the prefent Emprefs, whofe > 

underftanding and affability have abridged 
many of the irkfome ceremonials formerly 
in ufe. Her fon'$ philofophical turn of 
mind, and the amiable and conciliating 
characters of her whole family, have no 
doubt tended to put fociety in general upon 

a more eafy and agreeable footing. & 

i 

People of different ranks now do bufinefs 
together with eafe, and meet . at public 
places without any of thofe ridiculous dis- 
putes about precedency, of which the. in- 
genious Eoglifh lady has given fuch lively 

defcriptions. 
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defcriptions. — Yet trifling punctilios are not 
fo completely baniffied, as, I imagine, the 
Emperor could wifh, he himfelf being the 
leaft punctilious perfon in his dominions : — 
for there is certainly ftill a greater reparation 
than good fenfe would direCt, between the 
various clafles of the fubjeCts, — The fenti- 
ments of a people change very gradually, 
and it takes a courfe of years before reafon, 
or even tfie exatople of the Sovereign^ can 
overcome old cuftoms and prejudices. 

The higher, or ancient families, keep 
themfelves as diftinCt from the inferior, or 
newly-created nobility, as thefe do from the 
citizens : So that it is very difficult for the 
inferior clafles to be in fociety, or to have 
their families much connected with thofe of 
the fuperior ranks. And, what is of more 
importance in a political fenfe, there are cer* 
tain places of high truft in the government, 
which cannot be occupied by any but the 
higher .order of nobility* 

* •»: . 

Would 
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Would you not think it difadvantageous 
for a government tfl keep a law in force 
which ena&s, that the offices in the ftatfc 
which require the greateft abilities, fhould 
be filled from that clafs of the community 
in which there is the leaft chance of finding 

them ?— Perhaps the ufage above mentioned 
is nearly equivalent to fuch a law. As for 
the peafants, who are entirely out of the 
queftion, they are, in many parts of the Em? 
peror's dominions, in a ftate of perfe<3f 
flavery, and almoft totally dependant on the 

• * 

proprietors of the land. 

The ideas relative to drefs feem to have 
entirely changed fince .Lady Mary's time, 
and if the drefs of. the ladies be ftill as ab- 
furd, it is at leaft not fo Angular j for they t 
like, the reft of Europe, have ,now adopted 
jhe Parifian modes. 

, . Thq prefent; race of Auftrian ladies can 

jJISer in nothing more than they do in looks 

from their grandn)*)th£r$*,who d if any of 

* them 
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them were ftfll ; aihre, may be as beautiful at 
this day' as they were when (he wrote ; for 
time itfdf could hardly improve that ugli- 
nefs, which, according to her, was in full 
bloom fixty years ago. I have not as yet' 
enquired what method the parents have de- 
vlfed to remedy this inconveniency ; but 
nothing is more certain than that it is re- 
medied very effe&ually ; for at prefent there 
is no fcarcity of female beauty at the court 
of Vienna. 

This being the cafe, ' it is natural to ima- ' 
gine that gallantry muft now be more pre-- 
valent than when her ladyfhip was here. ' 
But exdufive of any real 'difference, which 
may have happened in the fentiments of the 
ladies themfelves, they are obliged to obferve 

an uncommon degree of circumfpedion in : 

» 

that particular, as nothing is more heinous 
in the eyes of her Imperial Apoftolic Ma- 
jefty. She feems to think that the ladies of 
her court, like the wife of Caefar, fhoulcT 
not only be free from guilt, but, wnat is ? 

Vol. It Y ftill 
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ftjji mow &$6uir»fof &m firfpjcjo# * wt 

ftrongly m»rks by J^r flwaner, tb»t fl»e i* 
totf top well Jpfprnaed when »ny !pies& pf, 
fMfldt) cjreulafcee #? tb^'pfej^icc tf any of 
them, 
Witk Jfgwd (to -what kady Mary calb 

f$h*m*magtt, and 4f whieh (he has given 
fitch a curious account, I <k> not imagine 
tbcy hfc common at prefent, ra ell thft tot*- 
tude of her defcription. But it is not un^ 
common for married ladies here to avow 
th« greatfeft degree of ffieadfoip Had at- 
tachment to men vfho are not their hu£ 
hands, and to live with them in great 
intimacy, without hurting their repute- 
tipn, or being fufpe#ed> even by their own 
fe*> of Uatvipg deviated from the laws pf 
xp.pdefty. . . 

One evening at the C$unt Thn*iq\ when . 
ther* w?s a pretty -numerous company* I 
©bferved one lady uncommonly fact, and en- 
quired of h$r iptfoaiB friend, who happened 
tQ be lh$re alfp, if &e fcn?w {he cau£ of thi» 

■ - 



c 

\ 
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fadrieft?^I do, replied (he j Mr. tie ■ ' ■ • 1 - » 
whom fhe loves very tenderly, ought 16 travft 

« 

befen here £ rtionth ago ; and laft night fhe 
received k letter from hhh, informing her 
tft&t He dattnot be at Vienna for A month to 
come. But prayy faid I, do£s ydur friend's 
bufb*ndknoW of this violent paffion fhe hai 
for Mr. de ' •-•• ? Yes, yes, anfwered fhe, 
h6 tntrws i<, strtd ifttefs with the mod ten- 
der fyfftpafhy into her affliction ; he does * 
atH that can be expe&ed from an'affe&ionat* 
hufbaiid to Cbmfort and foothe his wife* 
afluring her that her love will wear away 
with time. But fhe always declares that 

fhe has no hopes of this, becaufe fhe feels 

it augment every day* — Mais, au fond, con- 
tinued the lady, cela lui fait bien de la peine, 
parceque malheureufement il aime fafemme 
a la folie. Et fa femme, qui eft la meil- 

leure creature du monde, plaint* infiniment 
fon pauvre mari ; car elle a beaucoup d'ami- 
tie et d'eftirae pour lui ; — mais elle ne fgau- 

Y 2 roit 
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roit fe defaire de cette malheureufe paffiott 

pour Monf. dc . 

I was not in the lead furprifed that a dis- 
appointment of this nature fhould afFe& a 
woman a little ; but I own it did aftonifh 
me that fhe fhould appear in public, on 
fuch an occafion, in all the oftentation of 
forrow, like a young widow vain of her 
weeds. Here this paflion was lamented by 
her friends as a misfortune : In England, if 
I rightly remember, fuch misfortunes are 
generally imputed to people as crimes. 



\ 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 325 



BETTER LXXXVII. 



Prefcurg. 

HP HE Vifcount de Laval having pro- 
pofed to me lately to make a Jhort 
tour with him into Hungary, I very rea- 
dily confented, and we arrived at this town 
yefterday morning. 

. Prefburg, which is the capital of Lower 
Hungary, like Vienna, has fuburbs more 
magnificent than itfelf. In this city the 
States of Hungary hold their aflerablies, 
and in the cathedral church the Sovereign 
is crowned. 

. The prefent Emprefs took refuge here 

*>when the Ele&or of Bavaria was declared 

Emperor at Prague, when fhe was abandoned 

by her allies, and when France had planned 

her {kftru&ion. Her own magnanimity, 

Y 3 the 
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the generous friendflup of Great Britain, 
and the courage of her Hungarian fubjedfcs, 
at length rcftored her fortunes, and fecured 

to her family the ipl^adl4 fitu^ion they 
now hold in Europe. ■ 

What politician in 1741 could have 
thqught, that in the courfe. of a few years 
the Eppr* ft WQUld he in drift allianoe w\th 
France and one of her daughters feated on 
the throne pf that kingdom N— ShouW a 
fqpthfayer of Boftofi prephefy, that Jpha 
Hancock, or his fon, will, fame tinpe hence, 

(tepMid in flfflpiagf a, (Uugfctcr'of England, 
— ?pray t dp ngf lay an vngpmtppn adds, 
tfct {he tiling qsill not happen. 

IVflpftf. <le Laval and I walked up this 
giorn^og to the caftle, which is a noble 
Gothic building, of a fquare form, with a 
tower at $ach corner. Tfes fQgtfft of Hun- 
gry, confining of thf q^ow« aa.4 fceptt* of 
ft. Stephen, the. firft king,, are 4@po.Mt 
Iper?. Thefe are carefully fe^ure^ by- Gjv^a 

Jocks, the keys^ $ yhfah y® fc«pt by tfao 



• Banners Iti franc*:, &c. 3 ^ 

feme mitn&er of Hungarian ndtoienreri. Kfo 
Prince is held by the populace as kgaftjr 
tfceif Sovereign* tilt $*e be crowned wfth the 
dferfedf 0f King SPepb^n ; and they have a. 
tiotioifr thatt the fkte o/ their rtafioft depsfidk 
effit this erown's *eitt*ihk?g in their poffef- 
lion, It ha9- therefore btdn always removed 
in times of danger to places of the greateft 

fefety; 

. The Turks, a:ware of the iftfluenfce of 
faeft a- prejudice in the veAads of the Vulgar 
teveV it is faid, iftade frequent attempts to 
ferae this Palladium. — The faK^of Htitagary 
feetns* now tto^be' prdtty mtfch dtocidstfj ft* 
tRat exclufive ofi the value rtiey puMipon the 
crotva, as a jpelic of confidbrable aADiqwky^ 
the &uttgatran&' need nor be; felicitous whe* 
ther it remains in this caftle or in the Ioti* 
periai palace at Vienna. 

By t?he conflSftition- of Hungary, the 
crown: fai flili held; to be ele&ive. This 
point is not disputed. AH that? is- infifted 
Ott ifi',- that the ttftir 06 the Hoiife of Au- 

Y4 ftria 
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flria {hall be eleded as often as a vacancy 
happens. 

The caftle of Prefburg is the ufual i;e- 
fidence of Prince Albert of Saxony, who 
x married one of the Arch-duchefles, a vety 
beautiful and accomplished Princefs. As 
M. de Laval and I entered one of the rooms, 
we obferved them at a window. We im- 
mediately darted back, and withdrew, being 
in riding frocks and boots. Monf. de La- 
val had feen their Highnefles a few days 
before at Schonbrun, and thought they had 
1 been there ftill. The Princefs fent a polite 
meflage after us by a fervant, who had 
orders to conduct us through every apart- 
ment of the caftle; (he herfelf ftept into 
another room, that we might fee that which 
ihe left. 

All the Princefles of the Auftrian family 
are diftinguifhed by an attentive and obliging 
politenefc, which is the more remarkable, 
as thofe who live much at courts often ac- 
quire a fptcies of politenefs which is by no 

means 
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means obliging. The fplendor and dis- 
tinctions of a court frequently rnfpire an 
overweening vanity, and have a peculiar 
tendency to {hake the fteadiriefs of the fe- 
male underftanding. Cotirt ladies in ge- 
neral, but particularly fuch as fubmit to be 
abjedt fycophants to Queens and Princeffes, 
lire apt to render' themfelves ridiculous by 
the arrogant airs they aflume to the reft. of 

the wofld^.and while they ufurp the im- 

1 

pbjrtance of royalty, fill the breafts of all 
who know them with as much deteftation as 
is confident with contempt. 

The view from the citadel is very es;- 
tenfive, commanding the/vaft and fertile 
plains of Hungary. 

Having dined at the inn, and regaled 
ourfelves, at no great expence, with tokay, 
we went to vifit a Villa at the diftance of 
four miles from Prefburg; belonging to a 1 
Hungarian" nobleman. This houfe is de- 
lightfully fituated, — the gardens laid out a 

little too methodically ; but the park, and 

13 fields 
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fields around, where lefs art ha* been itfed, 
difpby a vaft. luxnrancy of natural beauties, 
*~r-While wandering over thefe > we entered 
a little wood in a very retired plate \ a& vrs 
advanced into this, we faw a venerabte 
looking old man wrrh a long beard, wbo 9 
ftretching out his hand, feemed to invite 
us to an hermitage which we observed 
feard by. 

The Vifcount, impatient to cultivate the 
acquaintance of a perfon of fuch an heri- 
table appearance, ran; before me toward him j N 
when he got up to htm, he flopped {$101* as 
if furprifed, and then, to my utrer aftonifh- 
toent, he raifed his fpot with every mark of 
indignation, and gave the poor old hermit 
a violent kick. 

I do not remember that I was ever more 
ftocked in my life ; I was at the fame time 
quite confounded at an a&ion fo unworthy 
in itfelf, and fo incompatible with the cha- 
racter of Monf, de Laval. — I was foon re* 
conciled, hojwcver y to the treatment the old 

fellow 
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fellow had received, when I difcovered that 
this venerable perfonage waa not the honeft 
man we took him for, but a. downright iinr* 
poftor, made of painted wood, and dreffed 
in the rebes of a hermit to deceive ptffen* 
£rer s# * * * 

Over the door was an infeription from 
Horace 

Odi profanum vulgus *. 
On the infide of the door * 



Fata volcntcs ducunt, nolentes f . 

And in another part, within the hermit* 

» 

age 

Omnes eodem cogimur ; omnium 
Verfatur urna, ferius ocius, 
Sors exitura, tt nos in seternum 
Exilhirn impofitura Cymbse J. 

* } abhor the profane vulgar. 

f Fate leads the willing, and drags the unwilling, 

J Thus all muft tread the path of fete, 
Thus even (hakes the mortal urn, 
Whofe lot embarks us, foon or late^ 
Pn pharon's boat, ah, never to return ! 

Francis, 

There 
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. There were alfo feveral infcrlptions taken 
from Cicero, in favour of the foul's im- 
mortality, which I am forry I negleSed to 
Jtranfcribe.— We returned in the evening to 
this place, and are to fet out to-morrow 
for Prince Eftherhafie's. 
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LETTER 1XXXVIII. 



Vienna. 

« 

TJAVING left Prefburg, we travelled 
eight polls acrofs a very fertile pountry 
to the palace of Eftherhafie, the r^fideiice 
of the Prince of that name. He is the 
firft in rank of the Hungarian nobility, and 
one of the mod magnificent fubjeds in Eu- 
rope. He has body-guards of his own, all 
genteel looking men, richly drefled in the 
Hungarian manner. 

The palace is a noble building, lately 
finifhed, and fituated near a fine lake. The 
apartments are equally grand and commo- 
dious : the furniture more fplendid than al- 
moft any think I have Teen in royal palaces. 
In the Prince's own apartment there are 

fome 
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fbme curious mufical clocks, and one in the 

ihape of a bird, which whittles a tune every 

* » 

hour. 

Juft by the palace, there is a theatre for 
operas, and other dramatic entertainments ; 
and in the gardens, a large room with com- 
modious apartments for mafquerades and 

• > 

balls. 

At no great diftance, there is amothet 
- theatre exprefsly built for puppet-fhows* 
This is much larger and more commodious 
than mod provincial playhoufes, and I am 
bold to aflert, is the moft fplendid that has 
as yet been reared in Europe for that fpecies 
of a£tors. We regretted that we could not 
have the pieafure of feeing them perform j 
for they have the reputation of being the 
beft comedians in Hungary. 

We had the curiofity to peep behind the 
curtain* and faw Kings, Emperors* Turks, 
and Chriftians, all ranged very fociably to- 
gether. — King Solomon was obferved in a 

corner 
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coiner in a very fufptcious tete^a-t^tc with 
the Queen of Sfaeba. 

• Among other curiofities, there is in the 
garden a wooden houfe, built upon wheels. 
It contains a room with a table, chairs, a 
looking-glafsjchimney, and fire-place. Ttatef 
are alfo clofets, with many neceflary accom- 
modations.— -The Prince fometicaes enter- 
tains twelve people in this vehicle, all of 
Whom may eafily fit round the table, and - 
the whole company may thus take an air- 



ing together along the walks of the garden, 
and many parts of the park, which are as 
level as a bowling-green. , The machine, 
when thus loaded, is eafily drawn by fix or 
eight horfes. 

Prince Efterhafie having heard of M, de 
Laval's being in the garden, fent us an in- 
vitation to the opera, which was to be per- 
formed that evening ; but as we had brought 
with us no drefs proper for fuch an occa- 
fion, we were forced to decline this oblige 
ing invitation. The Prince afterwards fent 

a car- 
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a carriage in which we drove round the 
garden and parks, Thefe are of vaft ex-» 
tent, and beautiful beyond defcription ; ar- 
hours, fountains, walks, woods, hills, and 
valleys, being thrown together in a charm- 
ing confufion, — If you will look over 
ArioftoV defcription of the gardens in Al- 
cin&'s enchanted ifland, you will have an 
idea of the romantic fields of Eftherhafie, 
which are alfo inhabited by the fame kin J 
of animals. 

Tra le purpurcc rofe e i bianchi gigli, 
Cha tepid aura frefchi ognora ferba, 
Sicuri fi vedean lcpri e conigli : 
E ccrvi con la fronte alta c fuperba, 
Senza temer che alcun li uccida o pigli* 
Pafcono, e ftanfi ruminando l'erba : 
£ Saltan daini e capri fnelli e deftri, 
Che fono in copia in quci luoghi campeftn *. 

M, de 

• While 'midft the rofes red and lilies fair, 
For ever nurs'd by kindly zephyr's pare, 
The nimble hares, in wanton mazes played, 
And (lately flags with branching antlers ft ray M ; 
Without the fear of hoflile hand, they flood 

To crop, or ruminate their era fly food* 

The 
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M.de Laval Was in rapture* . with the 
garVtehs of Efteftiafie. In the . height of 
his admiration^ I'afked him, How they 
ftood in his opinion, compared with thole- 
<&' Verfiilles f ::::..': - 

Ah, parWeu ! Monfiefcr, anfwered he* 
Verfailles etoit fait expres pour in'etre com*, 
par^ a 'ricn.-^Hq adknowledged; however*: 
With? difficulty that, except ' Ftfahcej no< 
other country he had fecn was fp beautiful* 
as this. - : : ' "<*:■ 

Having wandered here matiy hours, we 
refiiftied to the* inn, where a ferirant wait* 

> » * 

ed with Prince Eftfertiafie's compliments, 
and a bafket containing two bottles of 
Tokays afi d the fame quantity of Cham- 

paign and of Old^ock. We lamented very 
fiiic6rely, that we could not have the ho- 
ndUr of waiting on this very magnificent 

Prince, and thanking him perfonally for 

• »\ . 

fo much politenefs. r 

- \- . * •« 

The wild goats frolick ; leap the nimble deer,. 
That in this rural place in troops appear*- - • 

Vol. If. . Z \ A con- 



i 
t 



A compMny of Italian finger? *n£ a$prs 

opera. @rpat : preparation^: .start;, fl&fckifig 
forthe errteilaiameflt qf tW ; Ennilrefe and 
all the Court, who are foon to make a /vifit 
qf federal ".days to'-.&tArhtLfi* -.. Tl^figh 
the Imperial family, and many of iheinor' 
bility y are to lodge in the paiaee, yet jevjeary, 
o©cnef of this large andjeonwfldLotts ir&Jifr 
ajready befpofce for the ;gtfn»j*aay WJafcH j»J& 
invited upon that occafion* % ;,; 

v Jlimgary. is a very J^p^.cpuptFy^^e 
land being . infinitely ferti^, and; fa„ fam$ 
places producing tht inqft jeft?pple4 g^apf 
ha Europe. It is beautiful, with- lakes, tfie 

which, flpw, into, that §m riyer, Jn tty? : 
woods of Hungary are bred. 3 ra.ee of horfej, 
the mod active, hardy, and fpirited, &r 
their fize, in the world. Theft have; heea 
found very ufeful in war, and the huflars* 
or light dragoons of the Auftrian army, are 

mounted on them. .>.-,. . . 

- • ■ '. 7 - ' The 
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The men iii Hungary are remarkably 
handfome and well-fhaped. Their appear- 
ance is improved by their drefs b which you 
know is peculiar^ and very becoming. 

* Lady Mv W. Montague afferts;, , that the 
Huhjjarian wdmen arfe far more beautiful 
than: the AUftrUh; For my pajrtj „ I think 
of women, as Mw\de Lafal ddSs of Vef- 
failtefe:-^i-tiiat;ttt&jD«rei nbt to be compared 
With any things not even with one and- 
then« : And r th«refbr4£ without presuming 
Id itake a comparative view of their beauty, 
k may be remarked in general, that where 
the. men are hahdfosne and Well- triad e, it 
is joaiural to fuppofe^ that the women .will 
poflUs the fame advantages ; for parents 
gcnferaBy befttiw as much attention to the 
making of their daughters as of their 
fofts?. : Iq cOnfif matiop of whfrcty do&rtne, 
I catf.affiire yo**$ that I have feen.as hand- 
foihe w&menj 3$ men, in Hungary, and 
©p£_of ; th$ .§>rettteft wqnjfcn, in my opinion, x 

Z 2 at 
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9 at prefent at the Court " of ' Vienna, Is a 
Hungarian. - 

1 None of the Emprefs s fubje&s ar6 taxed 
fo gently, or enjdy fo triany privileges, a$ 
the Hungarians. This is partly owing 7 to 
the .grateful remembrance (he has of their 
loyalty and attachment in the days of her 
diftrefs. . But although thii fentiment were 
hot fo ftrorfg^n her breaft. as iti ! eally is, 
there are political reafons for continuing to 
them the fame exemptions* and privileges!; 
for nothing can be mote dangerous than diA 
obliging the inhabitants of a frontier coun- 
try, which borders on an inveterate enemy. 
r*-Nor could any thing plcafe the Turks 
more, than to find the hearts of the Hun* 
garians alienated from the houfe of Au£ 
tria* 

4 

' I found this country, and the company 
of M. de Laval, fo very agreeable, that 1 
dould have been happy to have extended 
our excurfion farther ; but he is obliged to 
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fet out fooa for Chamberry to pay his duty, 
to the Comte d'Artois, who is expeded 
theire to wait on his future fpoufe, the 
Princefs of Savoy. We therefore returned 
by the dired road from Efterhafie to 
Vienna, 



.-> 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 



Vienna. 

Q7»>Jhf CO the fate of poor is finally decid- 

1 i ed, and he now finds, that to be ruined 

is not a matter of fo much indifference as 

» 

he ohce imagined. I neither fee the pof- 
fibility of his extricating himfelf from his 
prefent difficulties, nor in what mariner he 
will be able to fupport them. Accuftomed 
to every luxurious indulgence, how can 
he bear the inconveniencies of poverty ?— 
Diflipated and inattentive from his child- 
hood, how can he make any exertion for 
himfelf? — His good-humour, genteel figure, 
and pliant difpofition, made him well re^ 
ceived by all. — While he formed no ex- 
pectations from their friendfhip, his com- 
pany feemed particularly acceptable to fome 

who 



ifclftme at ^e&rirte powsr r^wfefttHer it 

witt be* fcqoally fo/>no^ wjicn be has no^ 
rthitag eWb to depend on, ia'itcfc be ,ttfeiL 
;Antf T. really think it as well for hitn 

that it be tried naw,/afr:fw© or >!ixryeate 
hence. . .•* • 1 \Si ' 

.'.; TKs calamity Has been long; forefeenvH* 
Wh&ft feemted «o be almoft a fteceflify thfct 
k 4&o*rid ; l^pett -fobfier br- litter ; "for Me 
Kad neither catttidn,'- plan,«fldr v obje£l iiilfire 
gattimg. — He continued if 1 froni'-BalSft 
Tlibae. ' Of air mankind, hWasMflfe ?e3ft 
tovetous of -exdeffivt 1 wealth }' irid exchifiVfc 
of gaming,' he r - always" livfcd^HttficPhi&'kki 

come, not fr<5m-a ; denfe of 1 facing tnoriey^ 
but merely oelcaufc he* had* nib itafte for grekt 
expertcC— Ho# often have jrf£ fceri bitft 
lofe iminenfe fumstbthofewho dbuW neWf 
have paid the half, had -he-happeri&rtd' 
win it: add to fome of whom he : had 
fent'tWe money which enabled 1 th&rP ttt 
ftake againft him ? : ' : 



• - * » • > J 1 • • >< 
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Tfiere are many e4rclefB , youfxg, men of 
great i fortunes, who game : in the, fame 
.ftyle, and from no other motives than 
thofe of oar unhappy friend. — Whit is 
the qonfequence ?-**The , money ctrcjuhues 
for a while among them, but remains 

finally with perfons of a : -very different 
chara£fcer.rr-J {hall not fuppofe/Jthatany^cif 

£he very fortunate gamefters « we have beeft 
acquainted with, haye.ufed thofe; mean* 
tg\ corred): ; fortune . which are ^generally 
Reckoned . fraudulent. I am .fully peiv 
iuaded, they are feldomer praftifed in the 
climbs in London^ than inanj other gamr 
iag fqfietifiS m; the wodd.— Let all flight 
of, hand, afl<J ^yery ; fpecies of downright 
(harping, be put put pf the . queftion j but 
ftill w$ may fijppofe, that among a great 
• Qpmber of carelefs inattentive people of 
fortune^ ^ few wary, copl, and fhrewd 
jnen ar£ mingled, vvho know how to con-* 
ceal real caution and defign ijpder, appa* 
rent inattention and gaiety of manner ;— ? 

v who 



. \ 
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who h^ave a perfefit com mane) of them- 
(elyes, pu(h their lucfc iphen fortune fiqiles, 
and refrain when (he changes her difpctfU 

tjkn :— who have, calculated the chances, 

> « 

and underftand every game where judg- 
ment is required. 

Jf there are fueh men, is not the pro- 
bability of winning infinitely in their fa- 
vour ?— Does, it not amount to alraoft as 
great a certainty as if they had a&ually 
Ipfcded the dice or packed die cards? — I 
know you live in the habit of intimacy 
with fotiie who anfwer to the above de~ 
fcri prion ; and I have heard you fay, that 
however fortunate they may have been, 
you were fully convinced that nothing 
can be! fairer than their mattner 6f playing, 
I aecufe them of taking no other advantages 

than thofe above-mentioned ; but I appeal 
to your own experience,— pray recolleft,— 

and I am greatly miftaken, if you will' not 
find, t|iat.by far the greater part of thofe 
who have made fortunes by play, and 

have 
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have kept tiiem? tvfteii made, "ate ifteft of 
cool, cautious, fhrewd, and 1 flslfifh - cfea- 



rafters* 



< ♦* 



If any of thefe very fcrtuflatfc peopfe 
tvere brought to a trial, and'exatnine^by 
what means they had accumulated 1 futH 
fums, while fo many others ha* entirely 
loft, or greatly impaired their' fortunes ; ''(tf 
tke-word e^pAt bef allowed- to iiriply that 
artful fuperiority> which belongs to theit 
«hara&ers), they might anfwer in the 
words, of the wife of Gontini; Marechal 
d'Ancre, when £be was aiked what charm 
fhe had made ufq of to fafcinate the mind 
of the Queen ? — De Tafcendant, fhe re* 
plied, qu'un efprit fuperieur a touj ours fur 
de$ efprits foibles. — Certainly there can 
be no greater weaknefs, than for a man of 
independent fortune to game in fuch ar 
manner* as to rifk lofing it, for the chanco 
of doubling or tripling his income: be* 
caufe the additional happinefs arifing from 
any fuppofable addition of wealth, carr 



never 
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aever be within a thou&nd degrees fa gneat, 
as the mifery which would be the confe* 
quence of his being ftripped of his original 
fortune. 

This confideratioa. alone, one woold 
imagine, might be fufficieat to deter any 
reafonable man from a conduct fo weak 
and abfurd : yet there are other consider- 
ations which give much additional weight to 
the argument :— the difmaj effe&s which 
the continued pra&ice of gaming has feme- 
times been obferved to produce in the dif* 
pofition of the mind, and the moft eflen- 
tlal parts of the character, deftroying every 
idea of oeconomy, engroffing the whole 
time, undermining the beft principles, per- 
verting the qualities of the heart, render- 
ing men. callous to the ruin of acquaint- 
ances/ and partakers, with a favage in- 
fenfibility, in the fpoils of their unwary 
friends* • > 

The 
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. The peculiar inftances with whkh yon 
and I are acquainted, where the long con- 
tinued habit of deep play has had no fuch 
effects, are proofs of the rooted honour and 
iategity of. certain individuals, and may 
ferve as exceptions to a general rule, but 
cannot be urged as. arguments agaioft the 
u&wl tendency of gaming. If m&n .of for*- 
tune and character adopted the practice of 
gapiing, upon £#y principle of reafoning, 

there ^flight be a greater probability of 
their .being reafoned out of it ; but moft of 
them begin to gams, not with ar>y yiew or 
£xed plan of increafing their wealth, bv{C 
pie rely as a falhionablp amiifement, or per- 
haps by way of flowing the liberality 
of tbeir fpirit, and their contempt fop 
money. 

I would not be very pofitiye, that, foroe 
pf them have not tjuftaken for admiration 
that furprife which is exprefled when any 
perfon has loft an immenfe fum. And this 

miftak$ 
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miftake may have given theitt lefs ftpbg- 

nance to the idea of becoming the obje&s of 
admiration in the fame way.. Afterwards 
endeavouring to win 'back what they had 
fo idly loft, the habit has grown by de- 
grees, and at length has become their fob 

xefource from the weariftefs which tliofe 
born to great fortunes) and who have not 
.early in life acquired' foiae faculty of r&mu* 
fing themfelves, are more pronfe to fail intd 
than others. Men born to no futh^x- 
pedations, whatever their natural dlfpofi- 
lions may be, are contiriually roufed from 
indolence! by avocations which admit of 
no delay. The purfuit of that independ- 
ence, for which almoft every human bo- 
fom fighs, and whoie value is unknown 
only to thofe who have always poffefled it, 
is thought a necefTary, and is often found 
an agreeable, employment to the generality 
of mankind; This, with the other duties 
of life, is : Efficient to engrofs their time 

and 
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and thoughts, and guard them frcrta tht 
fains and penalties ofidlenefu ♦ 

As the purfiiit of wealth is filperflubus 
in men of rank and fortune, fb it would be 
unbecoming their (ituation. Being de- 
prived of this, which is fo great an obje& 
and refource to the reft of mankind, they 
ftand in more need of fomething to fupply 
its place. I know of nothing which cad 
fi>* completely, and with fo much propriety, 
hare this effed, as a tafte for letters, and 
love of fcience. I therefore think theft 
are . more eflentially nece&ry to the happU 
nefs of people of high rank add great for- 
tune, than to thofe in confined eifcuffl* 
fiances. 

If independence be defired with uhitf&r* 
f*l ardour by mankind, the road of fcifthc^ 
i* ftekher the moft certain, nor the fltoftdt 
way to attain it. But thdfe Who are a!* 
ready in pofleflion of this, hive infinite 
need of the other to teach them;tq efijdy 

their 



* 

their independence with dignity and -fatifc. 
fa&ion, #nd tQ pre wot .ti^fc; gifts of fortune 
from becomihg fonrccs qf mifery inftead of 
happiod&t; If they axe ambitious, the cul- 
tivation of tetter?, by adorning their: minds^ 
and enlarging their faculties will Facilitate 
their plana/: and-render th*m amare fit for 
*hc iiigh fitttations toj : \fcfoich they afpiF£ 
Jf'jthey ^re.dsvfcid of .ftifthifion, they fcave 
$11 mor^ ocfiafion for feme jof the purfuk? 

of fcienc^, as ,refour«& ag^iaft ttye; languor 

* 

of reared ot iiu&ive l^few — Quod fi ooa hie 
tantus fru&us ofteoderetur, et .fi ex his ftudiis 
dele&atio fola peteretur ; tamen, ut opinor, 
hanc anVmi, remiflionem, humaniffin&am aa 
Jife'efal^oJamjudifiaretis., /. - ? 

-. ThlftloYC of letter*, wnfidered metely;a$ 
an amuftitfent, and to -fill up agreeably 
the vacant hotfrs pf life, I believe to^ 
more efleptrialjy neceflary. t0 m ^ n of g«at 
fqrtune than to thpfe who have none ; — to 
men without ajpbition, than to thofe who 
are animated, ,by that adive paifion: and to 

the 
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the'generality of Englifhmei* m<jre than id 
the natives of either Germtny or France.-^ 
The Germans require very little Variety; 
They can bear the languid uniformity of 
life always with patience, and often with 
&tisfaftioh. They drfplay an equanimity 
tinder difguft that is qtfite a(k)nifhing.-— 
The French, though not fo celebrated for 
patience, are of all mankind the lead liable 
to cfcfpondence. Public affairs, fo apt to 

diftufb the f epofe of many worfliipful citi- 
zens of London, never give a Frenchman 
Vneafinefs, If the arms of France are fuc- 
cefsful, he rejoices with all his heart ; — if 
they are unfortunate, he laughs at the com* 

— ■ , * 

manders with all his foul. If his miftrefs 
is kind, he celebrates her goodriefe, and com- 
inends her tafte ; — if fhe U cruel, he detidfe§ 
her foHy in the arms of another. 

•No people ever were fo fond of amufe- 
ment, and fo ealily amufed. It feems td 
be the chief object of their lives, and they 
Contrive to draw it from a thoufand fources, 



in 
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in which no other people ever thought it 
could be found. I do not know where t 
met with the following lines ; they are na- 
tural and eafy, and feem expreffive of the 
conduct and fentiments of the whole French 
nation.* 

M'amufer n'importe cortiment, 
l?ait toute ma philbfophie. 
Je crois ne perdre aucim mbmeht 
Hors le moment ou je m'ennuie j , 
j Et je tiens ma tache finie. 

Pourvu qu'ainfi tout doucement $ 
Je me defafle de la vie. 

« 

• Our countrymen who have applied to 
letters, have profecuted every branch of 

fcience as fuccefsfully as any of their neigh- 
bours. But thofe of them who ftudy 
mere amufement, independent of literature 

of any kind, certainly have not been fo 
happy in their refearches as the French; 
Many things which entertain the latter^ 
feem frivolous and infipid to the former. 
The Englifh view obje&s through a darker 
\ Vol. II. A a medium. 
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medium. Left touched than their neigh* 
boars with the . gaieties, they are more af* 
fc&ed by the vexatipps of life, under whicfe 
they are too ready to defpojxd. They feet 
their fpmta flag with the repetition of 

fcenes which at firft were thought . agreer 
able. This ftagnation of animal fpirits, 
from whatever caufe it arifes, becomes it- 
felf a caufe of defperate fefolutfons, and 
debating habits. 

A man of fortune, therefore, who can 
acquire fuch a relifh for fcience as will 
make him rank its purfuits among his 
ampferoents, has thereby made an acquifi- 
tioq of more importance to his happinefs* 
than if he had acquired another eft ate equal 
in valu? to his firft, I am aimoft con* 
vinced, that a tafte of this kind is the only 
thing which can render a ma,n of fortune 
(efpecially if his fortune be very large) to- 
lerably independent and eafy through life. 
Whichsoever of the roads of fcience he 
loves to follow, his curiofity will conti- 
nually 
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nually be kept awake. An inexhauftible 
variety of interefting objeds will open to his 

view, — his mind will be repleniflied with 
ideas,— and even when the purfuits of am- 
bition become infipid, he will ftill have 
antidotes again ft taedium, and (other things 
being fuppofed equal) the bcft chance of 
paffing agreeably through life, that the un- 
certainty of human events allows to man* 
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LETTER Xa 



i 



Vienna*. 



TN your Taft, you (how fuch a paffion for 
anecdote, and feem Co defircus of my 
infilling on manners and characters, that I 
fear you will not be pleafed with my laft 
long epiftle upon a fubjedt entirely remote 
from what you demand. But you muft re- 
member, that you were warned from the 
beginning of this correfpondence, that I 
would retain the privilege of digreffing 
as often as I pleafed, and that my letters 
fhould frequently treat of what I thought, 
as well as what I faw. However, this {hall 
confift entirely of fights. 

The firft I fhall mention was exhibited 
foon after our arrival at Vienna. This waa 

the 
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the f eaft of St. Stephen, at which the Em- 
peror dined in public with the knights. 

He was at the head of the table ; his 
brother and brother-in-law next him, and 

the other knights fat according to feniority. 
The Arch-ducheffes, with fome of the 
principal ladies: of the court, were at a 
balcony within the hall to fee this cere- 
mony.— The Emperor and all the knights 
were drefTed in the robes of the * order. 
The Hungarian guards, with their febres 
drawn* furrounded the table. 

. The honour of ferving the Emperor at 

¥ 

this folemnity belongs entirely to the Hun- 
garianst When he called for drink, a 
Hungarian nobleman poured a little of the 
wine into a cup and tailed it ; he after- 
wards filled another, which he prefented 
With one knee touching the ground. The 
Emperor often fmifed upon this nobleman 
as he went , through the ceremqny, and 
feqaed to indicate,, by tjie. whqle of his 

,Aa« behaviour, 
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behaviour, that he coniidered foch febtfiif* 

five bending* of one man to another, a* 
gready mifplaced, and that he fullered this 
mummery merely in compliance with an* 
cient cuftom. 

There was great crowding to fee AU 

feaft, and it was not without difficulty 
I got admtffion; though, after all* there 

was nothing to he feeri but fame welt* 
drefled men, who ate an exceeding good 
dinner with tolerable appetite. 

Since the feaft oL$t. Stephen, we hat* 
been witneflea to the annual ceremony in 
commemoration of the defeat of the Tqrkifh 
army, and the raifing the ftege of Vi- 
enna by John Sobiefki Riag of Pcilaad, 
The Imperial family, and the principal no* 

bility of both fexcs, walked in folemrt pro* 
ceffion,' and heard mafe at the church af 
St. Stephen on this- occafton. » In the 
middle of the ftreer,- leading from the 
palace to the church, a : platform wa* 

rkjfed, upon which the company, who 

fornped 



MAtttfEks iH ¥kktici, BcL j# 

fcrrfied ffie £rt<£ffi0i^ tomtf&^fhei fleets 
were fined with the Imperial guards* and 
the Windows and tdf>$ of th4 hritifts Were 

€f GWied withf fpeftatore.-^Ths Duke of Ha- 

mikoti arid I found 4 *Bf y >good ffttf&tforf at 
a window with the Venetian artibatffador. 

This ; cewrhotiy wcteld battel bden 4xro 
fMigttlhg for th€ Eaiprcfe :-M5fae therefore 
did ®ot atiettd :-— -The Btoptaor, the Atch- 
duk$s and i)a*heffifSy tofefr all the nol^ility, 

did. A p*d<Kgfc>as tfriki 6f M&opaj priefts, 
and ffltf nib, foltowed $ Srvd a tfumerotia band 
g£ iifttfia playtd ad they #eftt ilerfg. 

As this ii $ day of' rejofcing, the rtchefl: 
and! gif«& dteffeg sffe tffdught the 4»6ft ex- 
preflSte of the pious gratitude becoming 
ftieh ^n dccifiGB* The ladies difplayed 
fhei# devotion fev the nioft brilliant manner. 

Thdir minds, htiwtnr 9 vters fiot fo much 

t**)te#bf heav8nPy iofttemplatiohs, as to 
be abdtfe taking tfGtice of their eirthly ac- 
f^uaintairtces at thfc windows, whom they 

A a 4 regaled 
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regaled with fmiles and nods as they walked* 
along. 

i * 

Next day the Imperial family dined ir* 
public, and many people went to fee them, 
I was not of the number, though nobqdy 
can more fincerely wifh them the enjoy* 
mentof all the comforts of life. • I know 
not. on what principle the Royal Family 
in France, and other countries in Europe* 
have adopted the cuftom of eating in . pub-* 
lie. They cannot imagine, that tl\e fee- 
ing them chew and fwallow their vi&uals 
can create a vaft deal of admiration in the 
beholders. It would certainly be tafcn 
for granted, that they could perform thefq 
necelTary fun&ions, although a cloud of 

witnefles were not admitted to confirm th? 

» 

fad. If thefe exhibitions are defigned for 
the entertainment of the fubje§$,.ft thou- 
sand could be thought of more.amufing 
tp them ; for however interefting the part 
pf ?n ador at a feaft may. be, that of 3. 

fpedfcatw 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 361 

fpe&ator is furely one of the moft infipid 
that can be imagined. ^ 

But the, fame evening there was a grand 
mafquerade at Schonbrun, which, was more 
generally aruufing. — Four thoufand tickets 

were diftributed on this occafion.- A 

large party of dragoons were placed along 
the road from Vienna, to keep the coaches 
^n a regular line, and to prevent confufion. 
The principal rooms of this magnificent 
palace were fhrown open for tjie reception 
of the company. In three large halls on the 
ground-floor, tables were covered with a 
cold collation of all kinds of. fowls, ham, 
and confedions, with pine apples and 
every fort of fruit. Thefe, with Old Hock, 
Champagne, and other kinds of wine, were 
ferved with re^dinefs r and profufion to all 
who afked for them* 

At the end of the large dining-room, 
there was a raifed feat for the Emprefs, 
and fome ladies who attended her. Here 

p grand Ballet was danced by the Arch* 

■ » 

duke, 
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duke, the Arth«dttctotife*, th* Priitftfe of 
Modena* and fome of the chief fiftblHtyV Cd 
the number 6f twenty* four* The daacers, 
both male and female, wet»e df eflfed i» white 
filk, flounced with pmk*cok>wed ribatktoi 
and enriched with a vatt piofiafioa of 
diamonds. 

This Ballet was performed three time* 
at proper intervals. Thofe vtfhd had feett 
it once, pafled into the gallery, and other 
apartments, giving way to & new fet of 
fpe&ators. In the garden, on a rffiog 
ground oppofite to the pafece window, * 
temporary fabric was efedied m the ffern* 
of a large and magnificent temple. Thi$ 
was illuminated by an incredible number 
of lamps, and gare the appearance of a 
very extraordinary piece of arcMte&iire, 
which continued flaming through the Whoie 
night, and had a very fine eflfe&, viewed 
from Vienna, and • other places *t x gWife? 
diftance. 

The 
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Thti Etaperor mixed with die company 
without ceremony or dtftm&ioi*, taking no 
part himfelf but as a fpe£taton He was 
cohverfing in the middle of the hall, in the 
fftoft fanwfiar manner, with aa EagKfh 
gentleman, without obferving, that the 
third Baitet was going to be danced, when 
the mailer of the ceremonies whifpered him 
In the ear.-— The Emperor, feizing the Eag~ 
Kfhman by the arm, faid Allons, Monfieur, 
on nous chaffc — il faut fe retirer ; and im- 
mediately walked into another room, to 
give place to others who had not yet fpea 
the dauce^ 

This very fplcndid entertainment was 
given to the Arch-duke, and the Princefs 
of Modena, whofe ufual refidence is at 
Milan.— The Einprefs, thus furrounded by 
her offspring, appeared cheerful and hap- 
py. — rShe feemed to enjoy the vivacity, 
and fympathife with the gaiety, of the com- 
pany* — She is greatly beloved by her own 
pbildrpn, and by her fubje&s in general, 

whom 
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whom fhe alfo confiders as her children 

in a greater degree than is ufual for fove- 
reigns. 

It is an error to imagine, that great de- 
votion has a tendency to four the temper: 
Though it muft be acknowledged, that it 
has not always the power of fweetening 
the very auftere trunks on which it is fome- 
times grafted ; but in a character naturally 
benevolent, every good difpofition will he 
ftrengthened and animated by real piety. 
Of this I have feen a thoufand inftances, 
and I believe her Imperial Majefty affords 
one. * 
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LETTER XCI. 



' Vienna. 

OpHE Emperor, is of a middle fize, well- 
ma.de, and of a fair complexion* He 
has a confiderable refemblance to his fifter, 
the Queen of France, which, in my opinion, 
is faying a great deal in favour of his 
Iooks.~Till I faw fomething of his ufuai 
behaviour, I did not think it poflible for 
a perfon in fuch an .elevated fituation, to 
put every body with whom he converfed 
upon fo eafy a footing. 

• His manner, as I have often mentioned 1 , 
is affable, obliging, and perfectly free from 
the referved and lofcy deportment a {Turned 
by fome on account of high birth. Who- 
ever has the honour to be in company with 
"him, fo far from being checked by fuch 
;, ■ defpicable 
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defpicable pride, has need to be on hk 
guard, not to adopt fuch a degree of fami- 
liarity as, whatever the condefcenfion of 
the one might permit, would be highly 
improper in the other to ufe* 

He is regular in his way of life, mo- 
derate in his pleafures, fteady in his plans, 
and diligent in bufinefc.' He is fond of 
ids army, and inclines that the foldiers 
ihould have every comfort and necefiary 
confident with their fituation. He is cer- 
tainly an ceconomift, and lavishes very little 
money on,ufelefe pomp, miftrefies, or fa- 
vourites ; and it is, I fuppofe, on no better 
foundation than thfc, that his encsaics ao 
cufe him of avarice. 

I cannot help regarding oeconomy ae one 
of the moft ufeful qualities in a prince* 
Liberality, even when pulhed to an impru- 
dent length, may, in a private perfon, pro* 
ceed from a kind of greatnefs of mind, be- 
caufe his fortune is in every fenfe his owa> 
and he can injure nobody but himfelf by 

laviihing 



lavi&tfig it away.*r-He Jebowb. that whes It 
|s gone, nobody will, reUnburfe him % hi* 
{fsttfuraganc*.— -Re feeras therefore tp bay* 
t^ken th,e reftJntipj* to fubuiit t? the incaj** 
veniency of £uUW pawty, xiffax tb#fi re- 
nounce thf prefect happipefe of a#ing with 
a magnificent libewdity, an4 beftowing on 
other? more than he can afford. 

. This is not the ca£ with a prince»Trr 
What he fyuanders is not We owo, hut 
the public money. — lie knows tbftt. his 
pomp and fplendpur will be kept up, and 
that bis. fubje&s, not he, are to feel the 
inconveniencies of his prodigality. When 

I hear, therefore, that a Kipg has given 
great, fums of money to any particular pej> 
fon ; from the fym$ given, the pcrfon whp 
receives it, the motive for the gift* and 
Qthq: circuftanc^s, I can judge whether 
it b well qx ill difpofed of; but in either 
c#fe, it cannot b$ called generofity. 

The virtue of generofity confifts in a 
WftiM 4ep r i v i°^. birofelf of fozoething for 

the 
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the lake of another. There can be no ge* 
nerofity in giving to John what James 
muft replace the next moment What i& 
called generofity in Kings, very often con* 
lifts in bellowing that money on the idle 
part of their fubjeds which ' they have 
fqueezed from the induftrious. I have 
heard a parcel of fiddlers and opera dancers 
praife a Prince for his noble and generous 
behaviour to them, while men near his 
perfon, of ufeful talents and real worth, 
werediftreffed f&r bread .*— The Emperor cer- 
tainly has hone of that kind of generofity* 

His ufual drefs (the only one indeed in 
which I ever faw him, except at the feaft 
of the Knights of St, Stephen) is a plain 
uniform of white faced with red. — When 
he goes to Laxenberg, Schonbrun, and 
other places near Vienna, he genially 
drives two horfes in an open chaife, with 
a fervant behind, and no other attendant 
of any kind. — He very feldom allows the 
guard to turn out as he pafles through the 

15 g ate * 
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gat^^vNobody ever had a ftrongdr difpd^ 
fit ion to. judicious inquiry. — He is fond of 
converging* with ingenious people.— -When 
he hears of any perfon, of whatever rank 
or country, being diftinguifhed for any 
particular talent, he is eager to converfe 
with him, and turns the converfation to the 
fubjedt on which that perfon is thought to 
excel, drawing from him all the ufeful in- 
formation he can. Of all the means of 

knowledge, this is perhaps the raoft power- 
ful, and the mod proper that can be ufed by 
one whole more neceflary occupations do 
not leave him much time for ftudy. 

He Teems to be of opinion, that the va- 
nity and ignorance of many Princes are 
frequently . owing to the forms in which 
they are intrenched, and to their being de-< 
prived of the advantages which the reft of 
jnankind enjoy from a free comparifon 
and exchange of fentiment. He is con- 
vinced, that unlefs a King can oontrive to 
Ijive in fome focieties on a footing of eqiia- 
, : Vol. II. B b lity, 
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lity, and can weigh his own merit, without 
throwing his guards and pomp into the fcalfc, 
it would be difficult for him to know eithet 
the world or himfelf. 

One evening at the Countefs Walftein^ 
the converfation leading that way, the Emr 
peror enumerated fome remarkable and lu- 
dicrous inftances of the inconveniencies of 
etiquette, which had occurred at a certain; 
court. One perfon prefent hinted at the 

r 

effeftual means his Majefty had ufed to 
hanifh every inconveniency of that kind 
from the Court of Vienna. To which he 
replied, It would be hard indeed, if, be- 
caufe I have the ill- fortune to be an Em- 
peror, I fhould be deprived of the pleafures 
of focial life, which are fo much to my 
tafte. All the grimace and parade to which 
people in my fituation are accuftomed from 
their cradle, have not made me fo vain, as 
to imagine that I am la any effential quality 
fuperior to other men ; and if I had any. 
tendency to fuch an opinion, the fureft way, 

to 
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to get rid of it, ift the method I tak£, of 
mixing in fociety, where I have daily occa- 
sions of finding myfelf inferior iti talents to 
thofe I meet with. Confcious of this f it 
would afford me no enjoyment to affume 
airs of a fuperiority which I feel does not 
^xift. I endeavour therefore to pleafe, and 
to be pleafed ; and as much as the inconve- 
niency of my fituation will permit, to en- 
joy the bleffings of fociety like other men, 
convinced that the man who is fecluded 
from thofe, and raifes himfelf above friend* 
(hip, is alfo raifed above happinefs, and de- 
prived of the means of acquiring know- 
ledge. 

This kind of language is not uncom- 
mon with poor philofophers ; but I ima- 
gine it is rarely held by Princes, and the 
. inferences to be drawn from it more rarely 
put in pradtice, 

< 

A few days after this, there was an ex- 
hibiticm of fire-works on the Prater; This 

B b 2 is 
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is a large park, planted with wood, and 
furrounded by the Danube, over which 
there is a wooden bridge. No carriages 
being allowed to pafs, the company leave 
their coaches at one, end, and walk. There 
is a narrow path railed off on one fide of 
the bridge. Many people very injudici- 
oufly took this path, to which there is an 
eafy entrance at one end, but the exit is dif- 
ficult at the other j For only one perfon can 
go put at a time. The path therefore was 
very foon choaked up ; the unfortunate 
paffengers crept on at a fnail's pace, and in 
the mod ftraitened and difagreeable manner 
imaginable ; whilft thofe who had kept the 
wide path in the middle of the bridge, like 
the fortunate and wealthy in their journey 
through life, moved along at their eafe, 
totally regardlefs of the wretched circum- 
fiances of their fellow-paflengers. 

Some few of the prifoners in the nar- 
row paflage who were of a fmall fize, and 

uncom- 
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iincommon addrefs, crawled under the rail, 
and got into the broad walk in the middle ; 
but all who were tall, and of £ larger make, 
were obliged to remain and fubmit to their 
fate. An Englishman, who had been at 
the Gountefs Walftein's when the Emperor 
expreflfed himfelf as above mentioned, was 
of the laft clafs* The Emperor, as he 
paffed, feeing that.thofe of a fmall fize ex- 
tricated themfelves* while the Engltfhman 
remained fixed in a very awkward fituation, 
called out, Ah, Monfieur ! Je; vous ale 
bien annonce ccmbien il eft incommode 
d'etre trop grand. — A prefent vous devez 
etre bien de mon avis j — Mais comme je rie 
puia rien faire pour vous foulager, je vous 
recommende a Saint George* 

There are peQple, who having heard 
of the Emperor's uncommon affability, 
and of his total contempt of pomp and 
parade, of which the bulk of mankind are 
fo much enamoured, have aflerted, that 

B b 3 the 
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the whole is affe&ation. But if the whofe 
tenor of any perfon's words and adUons it 
to be con fide red as afFe&ation, I do not 
know by what means we are to get at the 
bottom of his real chara&er. Yet, people 
who have a violent tafte for any particular 
thing, are extremely ready to believe, that 
thofe who have not the fame tafte are af- 

fe&ed. \ 

I do not remember that 1 ever told you, 
that our friend R - » who loves his bot- 
tle above all things, and who, I believe, 
efteems you above all men, let me into a 
part of your character of which I never had 
the fmalleft fufpicion. 

One day after dinner, when a couple of 
bottles had awakened his fpendfhip, and 
laid open his heart, he took it into his head 
to enumerate your good qualities, and con* 
eluded the lift, by faying, that you wcrd 
no milk-fop. — I knoitf what that exprefi 
fion imports in the ihouth of Rr- — : I 

t r-r 

' - w .* therefore 
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therefore darted, and faid, I had feldom feen 
you drink above three glafles -at a time in 
my life. — Nor I, faid he j but take my word 
for it, he is too honeft a fellow not to love 
good wine, and I am certain his fobriety is 
all affe&ation. 



Bb 4 
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LETTER XCII. 



Vienna* 



T Returned very lately from Prince Lich- 
tenftein's houfe at Felberg in Auftria, 

where I paffed a few days very agreeably* 
The Lichtenftein family is one of the firft 
in this country, whether confidered in 
point of antiquity, wealth, or dignity. This 
Prince, befides his lands in Auftria, has 
confiderable eftates in Bohemia, Moravia, 
and that part of Silefia which belongs to 
the Emprefs. Like Prince Eftherhafie, he 
has body guards in his own pay. I believe 
no other fubje&s in Europe retain this dis- 
tinction. 

Felberg is a fine old manfion, about forty 
miles from Vienna. The apartments are 
large, convenient, /aijcl furnifhed in the 

magni- 
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magnificent ftyle which- prevails in the 
noblemen's houfes of this country. The 
company confided of the Prince and Pria- 
cefs, the Count Degenfeldt and his lady, 
a very accomplifhed woman ; the ' Duke of 
Hamilton, Mr. MUnes an* Englifli officer, 
another Englifh gentleman, and myfelf. 
Our entertainment was in every relpedl 
fplendid, particularly in the article of at- 
tendants. - Some of the Auftrian nobility 
carry this point of ntagnificence to a height, 
which could fcarcely be fupported by the 
beft eftates in England, where one footman 
is more expenfive than four in this country. 
The day after our arrival; breakfaft was 
ferved to the company feparately in their 
own apartments, as is the cuftom here: 
We afterwards fet our for another villa 
belonging to this Prince, at fix miles ds- 
ftance, where he intended to give theDukfc 
the amufement of hunting. The Princefi, 
the Countefs Degenfeldt, the Dttke, ztiA 

Captain Milnes, were in one coach; thfc 
: ' Prince, 
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Prince, the Count, and I, In another; tKs 
two young Princes, with their governor and 
the young EnglUh gentleman, in a thirdi 
with a great retinue on horfeback. 

As the day was well advanced when w$ 
arrived, I imagined the hunting would be- 
gin immediately : — -But every thing is done! 
with method and good order in this coun* 
try, and it was judged proper to dine in 
the firft place. This in due time being 
concluded, I thought the men would have 
proceeded dire&ly to the fcene of a&iori, 
leaving the ladies till their return. — But 
here I found myfelf again miftaken :— The 
ladies were to affift in the whole of this 
expedition. But as there was a neceffity 
to traverfe a large wood, into which coaches 
could . not enter, vehicles of a more com- 
modious conftru&ion were prepared. I foi*. 
get what name is given to thefe carriage^. 
They are of the form of bench es f > with 
{luffed feats, upon which fix or eight peo- 
ple may place themfelves one behind the 

other. 
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Other* They are drawn by four horfes, and 
Aide oyer the ground like a fledge, paffing 
along paths and tracklefs ways, over which 
ao wheel- carriage could be drawn. 

After being conveyed in this manner 
acrofs the wood, and a confiderable way 
beyond it, we came to a very large open 
field, in which there were feveral little 
circular inclofures of trees and underwood 
at wide intervals from each other. — Thb 
hunting had hitherto been attended with 
Yery little fatigue ; for we had been carried 
the whole way in coaches, or on the fledges, 
which are ftill eafier than any coach. In 
fhort, we had been perfectly paflive fince. 
breakfaft, except during the time of dinger. 

But when we arrived at this large plain, 
I was informed, that the hunting would 
commence within a very fhort time; I 
then expe&ed we fhould have fome violent 
exercifc after fo much ina&ivity, and 
began to fear that the ladies might be 
over-fatigued, when, lo i the Prince's fer- 

vants 
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taats began to arrange fome portable chairs 
at a fmall diftance from one of the thickets 
above mentioned. The Princefs, Counted 
and the reft of the company took their places p 
, and when every body was feated, they af- 
fured me that the hunting was juft going ta 
begin. f 

I owh, my curiofity Was now excited in 
a very uncommon degree ; and I was filled 
with impatience to fee the iflue of a hunt- 
ing, which had been conduced in a ftyle 
fo different from any idea I had of that 
diverficn. While I fat loft in conje&ure/ 
I perceived, at a great diftance, a long line 
of people moving towards the little wood, 
near which the company was feated. As 
they walked along, they gradually formed 
the fegment of a circle, whofe centre was 
this wood. I underftood that thefe were 
peafants, with their wives' and children, 
who,, walking, forward in this manner, 
roufe the game^ which naturally take fliel- 
ter* in the thicket of .trees and bufhes. ! * As 

foon 
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Toon as this happened, the peafants rufhed 
in at the fide oppofite to that where our 
company had taken poft, beat out the game, 
and then the maffacre began. 

Each perfon was provided with a fufil, 
and many more were at hand loaded for 
immediate ufe. The fervants were em- 
.ployed in charging as faft as the pieces 
were fired off: So that an uninterrupted 
• fhooting was kept up, as long as the game 
continued flying or running out of the 
wood. — The Prince hardly ever miffed. — 
He himfelf killed above thirty partridges, a 
few pheafants, and three hares. 

At the beginning of this fcene, I was a 
good deal furprifed to fee a fervant hand 
-a fufil to the Pfincefs, who with great 
coolnefs, and without rifing from her leat, 
took aim- at a partridge, which imme- 
diately fell to the ground. With the fame 
eafe, (he killed ten or twelve partridges 
and pheafants, at about double the number 
of fhots. — The execution done by the 

reft 
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reft of th$ pompany was by no means con« 
fiderablp. 

Though I had not heard of it before, J 
now underftood, that (hooting is not at* 

uncommon amufement with the Germain 
ladies : And it is probable, their attention 
to the delicacy of the fair fex, has induced 
the hardy Germans jto render this divejfion 
fo little fatiguing. 

The company afterwards walked to other 
little inclofures of planting, where fome 
game was driven out, and killed as before.-—* 
The following day, the Prince conduced us 
to another of his feats, where there is a 
very fine open wood, full of deer of every 
kind, fome of them the Urgeft I ever faw. 
There is alfo a great number of wild boars^ 
one of which, by the Prince's permiflion, the 
Duke of Hamilton killed. 

Nothing could furpafs the politenefs and 
magnificence with which the company 
was entertained during the whole of their 
flay. The Princefs is a woman of an ami- 
able 
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able charader, and a good underftan^ing ; 
educates her children, and manages her 
affairs, with the uttnoft prudence and pro- 
priety. 

This family, gnd many of the nobility, 
who have hitherto been at their country- 
feats, are now about to return to Vienna. 
The family of Monfieur and Madame de 
Pergen have been here for fome time. This 
lady is an intimate friend of the Countefs 
Thune ; and nearly the fame company, 
who form her fociety, now aflemble twice 
a week at the houfe of Madame de Pergen, 
who rivals the Countefs in good fenfe and 
many accomplifhments ; and, without raif- 
ing jealoufy or ill-will, divides with her 
the efteem of the beft company of this 
place. The agreeable footing on which 
fociety is eftablifhed here, and the number 
of refpe&able people with whom we are 
acquainted, fills me with regret at the 
thoughts of leaving Vienna ; but the Duke 
of Hamilton inclines to pafs the winter in 

Italy. 
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Italy, Indeed, if he did not,, he woUW 
be obliged to delay the journey a whole 
year, or fubmit to the inconveniencies of 
travelling in the fummer months, which, io 
fo hot a climate, is rather to be avoided* 



\ 
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tEfTER XCIII. 



Vienna. 

Y Kave not faid any thing of the Auftriam 
.army, having fome fufpicipn that I 
rather over-dofed you with military de- 
tails from Berlin, where the fubjeQ: of my 

• . - 

letters was continually before .my eyes. 
But the Emperor has very few of his troops 

in garrifon at Vienna. * They make a fine 

» '. . . * 

appearance, and the army in general are 
more jtidicioufly clothed, than any other I 
have feen. 

Inftead of coats with long fkirts, their 
uniform is a fhoit jacket of white cloth, 
with waiftfcoat and breeches of the fame ; 
and each foldier has a fur tout of coarfe 
grey cloth, which he wears in cold or 
rainy weather* ThU^rc* rolls up in a very 

Vol. II. Cc fmall 
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fmall bulk when the weather is good, and 
it is little or no incumbrance on a march. 
They have fliort - boots for fhoes ; and, in 
place of hats, they* were caps of very ftout 
leather, with a brafs front, which ufually 
ftands up, but which may be let down upon 
occafion, to prevent aeir eyes from being 
incommoded by the fun. 

, Except a very Tew Hungarians who do 
duty within the palace, there are ho troops 
in the Auftrian iervice with ihcreafed pay, 

and exclufive privileges, under the deno- 
ruination of oody-guafds j' the * marching 




the duty of guards by rotation. 

The infolence of the Prsetorian bands 

r 

at Rome, fo often terrible to their matters ; 
the frequent infurredtions of the Jahiflanes 
at Conftantinople, 'and the ' revolutiqns 
effected ty the "Ruffian guards at Pe- 
teffburgh, fufficien'tly point otit the danger 
of fuch^an iriftitutioh. Thefe examples 

8 may 
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Bxay^have influenced the Auftrian govern- 
ment to renounce a fyftem which feems to 
iren.der certain regiments lefs ufeful, and 
more dangerous* than the reft of the army* 
!\\it Auftrian army is calculated at con- 
fiderabty above two hundred thoufand ; 
and it is imagined that there never was 
a greater number of excellent officers in 
the.fervice than at prefent: fo that* in cafe 

' A <> . - t i * • ' » • . i . • ; . - 

of a war with Pruffia, the two powers will be 
more equally matched than ever. It would 

/ . . i 1> . ... . ' ' ( 

be unfortunate, for this. Court if it fhould 

j - . . ' - 

• * * - • »« . i , ' 

break out at, prefent: for there are fome 
commptions among the peafants in Boher 
mia, which occafibn a general difquiet, 

. ■ * * • 

and by which fome individuals have fiif- 
tained great loffes* One nobleman of the 

firft rank has had his houfe, and all the fur- 

• ■ 

niture, burnt to the ground, together with 
fome large out-houfes near his caftle. 

Thefe exceffes, according to fome, pro- 
deed from mere wantonnefs, and love of 

mifchief, in the people. Others aflfert, 

Cca that 
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that they arc excited by the tyranny of the 
lords, which has driven thofe poor men to 
defpair. Whichfoever of thefe accounts 
is true, it feems evident to me, that it 

■ 

would be much better for the lords, ad well 
as the peafants, that the latter, iriftead of 
being bond- men, were in a ftate of freedom. 

At prefent, they pay their rent by working 
a certain number of days in the week for 
their mailers, and maintain themfelves and 
families by labouring the other days on their 
own account. You will readily believe, 
that more real bufinefs will be done in one 
day when they work for themfelves, than 
in two days labour for their lords. This 
occafions ill-humour and blows on the. part 
of the matter, and hatred and revolt oa 
that of the peafants. 

If the eftates in Bohemia were let to 
free-men at a reasonable rent, freedom and 
property would excite a fpirit of induftry 
among thefe indolent people. They would 

then work every day with cheerfulnefs and 

good- 
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good-will, and I am convinced the land- 
lords' revenues would increafe daily. In 
confequence of this, the peafants would, in 
all probability, continue as much attached * 
to the ground from choice, as they are at 
prefent from neceffity. — 'Do we not fee fa- 
milies in Great Britain remain for many 
generations on gentlemen's eftates, though 
the matter has the privilege of changing 
his tenant, and the tenant his matter, at the 
end of every leafe ? 

In almoft ev^ry country in Europe, ex- 
cept England, the inhabitants are confined, 
by fome barrier or other, to the fituation 
in which they are born. The total want of 
education neceflarily obliges the greater part 
to gain their livelihood by bodily labour. 
National opinions prevent others from ever 
rifing above the level of their birth, how- 
ever fublime their genius, or however great 
their acquired knowledge. But in our ifland 
the door of fcience, and confequently the 
jroad to ambition, is open to almoft every 

C c 3 individual. 
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individual. Even in the mod remote vlU 
lages fome degree of education is beftowed 

on the pooreft inhabitants. 

■ r ■ 

This may be of little or no importance 
to ninety-nine in a hundred : and of the 
fmali number who, by improving this 

pittance of knowledge, raife themfelves 

■ » » 

above the ftate in which they were born t 
very few arrive at any degree of eminence j 
the reafon of which is, that great genius 
is a quality very fparingly dealt out to 
mankind. Though it muft be allowed, 
that much the greater part of, the inhabit, 
ants of the fame country and climate are 
born with nearly the fame natural abilities ; 
and that the degrees of education, and 
other opportunities of improvement, gra- 
dually form all the difference which appears, 
among them in after-life ; yet I cannot, 
with Helvetius, believe that genius is en- 
tirely the work of education. 

I am fully convinced, that Nature is 
continually producing fome individuals in 

every 
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every nation of a finer organization, . with 

^n infinitely greater aptitude, for fcience of 

• ' . • 'j ■ - • ' 

every kind, and wljqfe minds are capable 
of a more fublime and extenfive range of 
thought, than is attainable by the com-* 
xnon run of mankind with any pofljBle de- 

gree of culture. This natural fuperiority 
is what I call genius. Wherever a confi- 
deraWe fhare of this is lodged, a little cul- 
tivation will be fufficient, but fome is ab- 
folutejy requifite to make it appear. 
* When it does exift in the minds of pea- 

■ » v 

fants in Ruffia, Poland, and fome parts of 

. • • •• , >■'<.> \ 

-Germany, it remains dormant from neglefr, 
or is fmothered by oppreflion. But in Great 
JBqtpin, ,the degree ; pf education which is 
now univerfal, fmall as it is. will be fuf- 
ficient to roufe, animate, anfl. bring into 
a£Hon the fire of extraordinary genius, the / 
feeds of ^ich impartial Nature is as apt to 
place in the infant bread of a peafant as of 
a prince. The chance of great ami diftin- 
guifhed men fpringing up in a country, is, 

C c 4 therefore 
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therefore not to be calculated by the nunH 
ber of inhabitants, but by the number 
whofe minds receive that degree of culti- 
vation neceflary to call forth their latent 
powers. 

On the fuppofition, that one kingdom 
contains eight millions of inhabitants, and 
another triple the number, many more 
men of original genius, and great eminence 
in every art and fcience, may, from the 
circumftances above mentioned, be ex- 
pe&ed to appear in the firft than in the 
fecond. In Great Britain, for example, 
almoft all the natives may be included in 
the calculation ; but in the other countries 
which I have mentioned, the peafantry, 
who form the molt numerous clafs, muft 
be ftruck out. 
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LETTER XGIV. , 



Vienna. 

TT7HETHER it is owing to the ex- 
ample of the Emprefs, or to what 
other caufe, I (hall not take upon me to 

decide ; but there certainly appears a 
warmer and more general attachment to 
religion in Vienna, than in any other great 
town in Germany : There is alfo a greater 
appearance of fatisfadion and happinefs 
Jiere than in many other cities, where 
religious impreffions are more feeble and 
lefe prevalent: It is not improbable, that 
the latter may be a confequence of the 
former. 

Irreligion and fcepticifm, exclufive of 
the bad effects they may have on the 

morals 



/ 
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morals or future deftiny of men, impair 
even their temporal happinefs, by ob- 
fcuring thofe hopes which, in fome fix- 
ations, are their only confolation. In 
whatever fuperior point of view thofe men 
may confider themfelves, who deride the 
opinions which their fellow-citizens hold 
facred, this vanity is often overbalanced 
by the irkfome doubts which obtrude on 

their minds. Uncertainty with refoe& to 
the moft interring f all fubje&s, or a 

fixed perfuafion of annihilation, are equally 
infupportable to the greater part of man- 
kind, who fooner or later endeavour to put 
in a claim for that bright reverfion, which 
religion has promifed to believers. If the 
idea of annihilation has been fupported 
without pain by a few philofophers, it is 
the litmoft that can be faid ; fuch a ftate 
of mind can never be a fource of fatisfac- 
tion or pleafure. People of great fenfibi- 
lity feldom endure it long; their fond 

defire 
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<!efire of immortality overturns every fa- 
brie which fcepticifm had attempted to 
faife in their minds ; they cannot abide 
f>y a dodtrine which plucks from the 
lieart a deeply-rooted hope, tears afunder 
£11 thofe ties of humanity, affe&ion, 
friendfhip, and love, which it has been 
the bufinefs X)f their lives to bind, and 

' which they expert- will be eternal. Since 
^fenfibility renders the heart averfe to fcep- 
ticifm, and inclinable to devotion, we may 
naturally expedt to find women more de- 
vout than men ; very few of that delicate 
fex have been able to look with ftedfaft 
eyes on a profpe£t, which terminates in 
a difmal blank j and thofe few, who have 

had that degree of pbilofophical fortitude, 
have not been the moft amiable of the 
fex. 

None of my female acquaintance at 
Vienna are in this uncomfortable ftate of 
mind ; but many of them have embroidered 

fome 
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fbme fanciful piece of ftiperftition of their 
own upon the extenfive ground which the 
Roman Catholic faith affords. In a lady's 
houfe, a few days ago, I happened to take up 
a book which lay upon the table-^-a fin all 
pi£hjre of the Virgin Mary on vellum fell 
from between the leaves ; under the figure 
of the Virgin there was an infcription, 
which I tranflate literally ; 

#i This is prefented by — — — ; — to her 

u cfeareft friend — — , in token of the 

" fincereft regard and affedion; begging 
tt that as often as fhe. beholds this figure of 
M the blefled Virgin, fhe may mix a fenti- 
M mcnt of afFe&ion for her abfent friend, 
" with the emotions of gratitude and ado- 
" ration fhe feels for the mother of Jefus." 

The lady informed me, that it was ufual 
for intimatp friends to fend fuch prefents to 
each other when they were about to fepa- 
rate, and when there was a probability qf 

their being long afunder. 

» 

There 
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't'tiefe feems to be fomethifig exceedingly 

tender and pathetic in blending friendship 

• it 

with religious fentiments, and thus, by a 

• * ... , ... 

kind of confecration, endeavouring to pre- 

ferve the former from the efFedsof time and 

abfence. — The perufal of this infcription re- 

called to my memory certain connedions I / a 

have at home, the impetuofity of which ' r J * " 

recolledtion afFeded me beyond expreflibn* / * 

I remarked in this lady's houfe another 
beautiful pidure of the Virgin, ornamented 
with a rich frame, and a filk curtain to pre- 

ferve it from duft ; I obferved that (he never 

« 

looked at it but with an air of veneration 
and love, nor pafled it when uncovered by 
the curtain without a gentle bending of the 
knee. — -She told me, that this pidure had 
been long in the family, and had been al- 
ways held in the higheft efteem ; for that 
both her mother and fhe owed fome of the 
moft fortunate events of their lives to the 
protedion of the blefled Virgin ; and (he 
feemed not entirely free from a perfuafion, 

that 
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that the attention of the Vjrgin.was in fomtf 
degree retained by the good offices of this 
identical picture. She . declared, that the 
confidence fhe had in the Virgin's gpodnefs 
and protection, was one of the greateft com- 
forts fhe had in life — that, to her fhe could* 
without reftraint, open her heart, and pour 

out her whole foul under every affii&ion, 
and fhe never failed to find herfelf com- 
forted and relieved by fuch efFufions. 

I obferved, that devout Proteftants found 
the fame confolation in ad dr effing the Al* 

jnighty. 

She faid — She could not comprehend how 
that could be — for that God the Father was 
fo great and awful, that her veneration was 
. mixed with fuclva degree of dread, as coek 
founded all her ideas when fhe attempted 
to approach him ; but the blefled Mary was 
of fo mild, fo condefcending, and compaf- 
fionate a character, that fhe could addrefa 
her with more confidence. 



She 
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Bhfc faid, ihe knew it was her duty, to 

adore the Creator of the univerfe,-and ihe 

fulfilled it to the beft of her power; but 

fhe'could riot diveft herfelf of a certain- de- 
ft 

gfee of r'eftraint in her devotions to Him, or 

» * 

even to her Saviour* But the blefled Mary 
being herfelf i woman, and acquainted with 
all the weaknefs and delicacies of the fex f 

ihe could to her open her heart with a de- 
gree of freedom, which it was not poffible 
for her to ufe to any of the Perfons of the 

» m 

Holy Trinity. — Reg&rdez fa phyfionomie, 
added (he, pointing to the pi&ure, — moa 
Dieu, qu'elle eft douce, qu'elle eft gra- 
cieufeT 

Thefe fentiments, however contrary to 
the Proteftant tenets, and the rr(axims of 
philofophy, are not unnatural to the human 
heart.— Voltaire fays, That man has.always 
fhewn an inclination to create God after his 
own image ; this lady formed an idea of 
the blefTed Virgin from th6 reprefentation 
of the painter as well as from the account 

given . 
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given of hdr in the Eyangelifts j and her rcf* 
ligion allowing the Mother of Chrift to be 
an object of worfhip, (he naturally, turned 
the ardour of her devotion to her, whofe 
power fhe imagined was fufficient to protect 
her votaries here, and procure them paradife 

4 

hereafter ; and whofe charaQer fhe thought, 
in fome particulars, fympathifed with her 
own* 

Some zealous Proteftants may poflibly be 
{hocked at this lady's theological notions: 
however, as in other refpefts fhe is a woman 
of an excellent chara&er, and obferves the 
moral precepts of Chriftianity with as much 
attention as if her creed had been purified 
by Luther, and doubly refined by Calvin, it 
is hoped they will not think it too great an 
extention of charity to fuppofe that her fpe^ 
qulative errors may be forgiven. 
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LETTER %CV> 



Vicuna. 



*TpHE preference which is given Jby in- 
dividuals in Roman Catholic countries 
to particular Saints, proceeds fometimes 
from a fuppofed connexion between the 
characters of the Saints and the votaries. 
Men exped the greateft favour and indul- 
gence from thole who raoft refemble them- 
felves, and naturally admire others for the 
qualities which they value mod in their 
own chara&er. 

A French officer of dragoons, being at 

Rome, went to view the famous ftatue of 
Mofes by Michael Angelo. The aftift has 
conveyed into this mafter-piece, in the opi- 
nion of fome, all the dignity which a human 
form and human features are capable of re- 
Vol. II. D d ceiving ; 
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ceiving ; he has endeavoured to give this 
ftatue a countenance worthy of the great le* 
giflator of the Jews, the favourite of Hea-» 
ven, who had converfed face to face with 
the Deity. The officer fyappeeed to be ac* 
quaihted with the hiftory of Mofes, but he 

laid no great ftrefs on any of thefe circum- 
ftances — he admired him much more on 

account of one adventure in which he irna* 

/ ■ . 

gined Mofes had acquitted himfelf like a 
man of fpirit, and as he himfelf would have 
done — — -Voilg, qui eft terrible ! voila qui 
eft fublime ! cried he at fight of the ftatue-*-* 

and after a little paufe he added. On voit la 

■* * * 

un drole qui a donne des coups de baton cr* 

« * • 

fon terns, et qui a tue fon homme* 

The crucifixes, and ftatues, and pi&ures* 
of Saints, with which Popifh churches are 
filled, were no doubt intended to awaken 
devotion when it became drowfy, and to 
excite in the mind gratitude and veneration 
for the holy perfons they reprefent; bv\t itj 
cannot be denied that the; grofs, ijnagina** 

*2 tipns 
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tioris of the generality of mankind are ex- 
ceedingly prone to forget the originals, and 
transfer their^doration to the fenfelefs figures 
which they behold, and before which they 
kneel. So that whatever was the original 

* 

defign, and whatever efFe&s thofe ftatues 
and pictures have on the minds of calm, fen* 
fible Roman Catholics, it is certain thai 
they often are the obje&s of as complete 
idolatry as ever was pra&ifed in Athens or 
Rome, before the ftatues of Jupiter or Apollo. 

On what other principle do fuch multi- 
tudes flock from all the Roman Catholic 
countries in Europe to the fhrine of our 
Lady at Loretto ? Any ftatue of the Virgin 
would ferve as effectually as that to recal 
her to the memory j and people may adore 

her as devoutly in their own parifh churches, 
as in the chapel at Loretto»~ The pilgrims; 
therefore, muft be perfuaded that there is 
fome divine influence or intelligence in the 
ftatue which is kept there ; that it has a 
confcioufnefs of all the trouble they have 

D d 2 taken, 



1 
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taken, and the inconveniences tp which 
they have been expofed, by long journies* 
for the fole purpofe of kneeling before it, in 
preference to all other images. 

It was probably on account of this ten-* 
dency of the human mind, that the Jews 
were forbid to make unto themfelves any 
graven image. This indeed feems to hatre 
beenvthe only method of fecuring that fu- 



perftitious people from idolatry j and not- 
withstanding the peremptory tenor of the, 
commandment, neither the zeal nor remon- 
ftrances of their judges and prophets could 
always prevent their making idols, nor hin- 
der their worfhipping them wherever they 
found them ready made. 

Statues and pi&ures of Saints, which have 
been long in particular families, are generally 
lsept wi^h great care and attention j the pro* 
prietors often have the fame kind of attach- 
ment to them, that the ancient heathens had 

to their Dii Penates.- — They are confidered 
as tutelary and domeftic divinities, from 

whom 



f 
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whom the family expeft prote&ioii. When 
a feries of unfortunate events happens in a 

family, it fometimes creates a fulpicion that 
the family ftatues have loft their influence* 
This alfo is a very ancient fentiment. Sue- 
tonius informs us, that the fleet of Auguftus 
having been difperfed by a ftorm, and many 
of the fhips loft, the Emperor gave orders 
that the ftatue of Neptune fhould not be 
carried in proceflion with thofe of the other 
Gods, from an opinion that the God of the 

Sea was unwilling or unable to protect his 
jnavy ; and in either cafe he deemed him not 
worthy of any public mark of diftin&ion. 

The genuine tenets of the Roman Ca- 
tholic church certainly do not authorife any 
of the fuperftitions above mentioned, which 
are generally confined to the credulous and 
illiterate in.the lower ranks of life.— Yet in- 

■ 

fiances are fometimes to be met with in a 
higher fphere. A Frenchman in a credit- 
able way of life had a fmall figure of our 
Saviour on the Crofs, of very curious work- 

D d 3 manfhip j 
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manflrip ; he offered it for fale to an Knglifh 
gentleman of my acquaintance : after expa* 
dating on the excellency of the workman- 
£hip, he told him that he had long kept this 
crucifix with the mod pious care, that he 
had always addreffed it in his private devo* 
tion, and that in return he had expected 
fome degree of protection and favour ; in- 
ftead of which he had of late been remark- 
ably unfortunate : that all the tickets he had 
in the lottery had proved blanks : and hav- 
ing had a great fliare in the cargo of a (hip 
coming from the Weft-Indies, he had recom- 
mended it in the mod fervent manner in his 
prayers to the crucifix ; and, that he might 
give no offence by any appearance of want 
of faith, he had not infured the goods— 
notwithftanding all which the veflel had been 
ihipwrecked, and the cargo totally loft, 
though the failors, in whofe prefervation he 
had no concern, had been all laved — Enfin, 
Monfieur, cried he, with an accent of in* 
dignatipo mingled with regret, and railing 



/ 
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his fhoulders above his ears, Enfin^Monfieur, 
il m'a manque, et je vends moaChrift. 

Happy for Chriftians of every denomina- 
tion, could they abide by the plain, rational 
benevolent pregepts of the Chriftiah religion; 
rejecting all the conceits of fuperftition, 
which never fail to deform its original beauty, 
and to corrupt it? ir^trinfic purity I 



> 
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LETTER XCVI. 



Vienna, 



/~V U R difputes with the colonies have 
been a prevailing topic of converfation 
wherever we have been fince we left Eng- 
land. The warmth with which this fubjedJ; 

« 

is handled, increafes every day. At prefent 
the inhabitants of the Continent feem as im- 
patient as thofe of Great Britain, for news 
from the other fide of the Atlantic ; but 
with this difference, that here they are all 
of one mind :— all praying for fuccefs to 
the Americans, arid rejoicing in every 
piece of bad fortune which happens to our 
army. 

That the French (hould be pleafed with 
commotions which mull diftrefs and weaken 
Great Britain, and may transfer to them an 

equal 
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equal right to every advantage we gained 
by the laft war, is not furprizing ; but why 
the inhabitants of every other country 
fhould take part againft England, and be- 
come partizans of America, is not fo ap- 
parent. 

I fhould forgive them, and even join in 
fentiment with them, 9s far as my regard 
for the honour and happinefs of my coun- 
try would permit, if this proceeded from an, 
attachment to liberty, and a generous par- 
tiality for men who repel oppreffion, and 
ftruggle for independency. — But this is not 
the cafe.— Thofe who can reap no poflible 
advantage from the revolt of America; 
thofe who have not an idei of civil liberty, 
and would even be forry to fee it eftablifhed 
in their own country ; thofe who have no 
other knowledge of the difpute, than that it * ? 
is ruining England ; all join as allies to the 
Americans, not from love to them, but evi- 
dfntly from diflike to us. 

When 



/ 
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When I firft ob&rvcd this hoftile difpo** 
fitlon, I thought k might proceed from their 
being offended at that preference which 
the Englifli give to their own cbuntry and 
countrymen, above all others ; but this con- 
ceit we have in common with every other 
nation on the globe, all of whom cherilh 
the fame favourable opinion of themfelves. 
It affuredly prevails in France hi an eminent 
degree. — There is hardly one fceptic or 
unbeliever in the whole nation.**-It is the 
univerfal creed, that France is the fin eft 
country in the world ; the French the moft 
ingenious and moft amiable people, ex- 
celling in all the arts of peace and war ; 
and that Paris is the capital of politenefs, 
and the centre of learning, genius, and 
tafte. 

This fatisfadion at the misfortunes of 
Great Britain cannot therefore arife from a 
caufe which is applicable to every other 
country. It may indeed, in fome mea- 

fure, 
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fore, proceed from envy of the riches, and 
jealoufy of the power, of the Englilh nation ; 

but, I believe^ ftill more from our taking no 
trouble to conciliate the affe£Hons of fo* 
reigners, and to diminifh that envy and ill* 
will which great profperity often creates, 
The French, though perhaps the vaineft 
people on earth of their own advantages, 
have fome degree of confederation for the 
feelings and felf-love of their neighbours. A 
Frenchman endeavours to draw from them 
an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of his 
country, by making an elogium on whatever 
is excellent in theirs. But we are apt to build 
pur panegyric of Old England, on the ruin 
and . wretchednefs of all other countries, 
v— Italy is too hot, the inns miferable, and 
the whole country fwarms with monks and 

m 

other vermin. — In France, the people are 
flaves and coxcombs, the mufic execrable ; 
~-they boil their meat to rags, and there is 
no porter, and very little ftrong ale, in the 

country. 
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country. — In Germany, fome of their Prin- 
ces have, little more to fpend than an Eng- 
glifh gentleman :— They ufe ftoves inftead 
of grates ;-— they eat fpufr crout, and fpeafe 
High Dutch, — The Danes and Swedes are 
reminded, that they are rather at too great 
a didance from the equator ; and many fly 
hints are given concerning the inconye* 
xiiencies of a cold climate. — Of all things, 
I fhould think it raoft prudent to be filent 
on this laft topic, as fo many paltry dates 
will take precedency of Old England, when- 
ever it is the edablifhed etiquette that rank 
fhall be determined by climate. 

But this confederation has' no effed on 
my honed friend John Bull. When he is 
in a choleric humour, he will not fpare his 
bed friends and neared neighbours, even 
when he has mod need of their affidance, 
and when thofe at a diftance- feem to have 
plotted his ruin.— If his own fifter Peg 
fhould fhow a difpofition to forget old 

fquabbles, 
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fquabbles, to live in friendfhip with her 
brother, and fhould declare that all who 
renounced his friendfhip were her enemies, 
and refolve to conquer by his fide, or if that 
fhould fail, to die hard along with him—' 
No! d — n ye, fays John, none of your 
Coaxing: — You be d — d ! you are farther 
North than I — Keep your diftance.- « 
And fo hfe falls a-pelting Peg with her own 
fhow- balls j and then turning from her, he 
attacks Lewis Baboon, Lord Strut, Lord 
Peter, and dafhes their foup maigre, olio's, 
and maccaroni, full in their teeth. 

But to drop allegory ; the univerfal fatif- 

fa&ion which appears all over Europe, at 
the idea of England's being ftript of her 
colonies, certainly does not entirely origi- 
nate from political fentiments ; but in a 
great degree from that referve which keeps 
Englifhmen from cultivating the friendfhip 
of foreigners; that pride which hinders 
them from ftooping to humour prejudices ; 

that 
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that indifference which makes thettf dis- 
regard the approbation of others, and be** 
ttay the contempt they are too ready to 

* 

entertain for cuftoms or fentiments different 
from their own. 

Thefe are things not eafily forgiven* and 
for which no fuperiority of genius, magna- 
nimity, or integrity, can compenfate. > The 
fame caufes which have made foreigners 
take part againft us in the difpute with 
America, induce thofe of them who are 
rich, and can fpend their revenues out of 
their own country, to prefer France to Eng- 
land for that purpofe. The difference be- 
tween London and Paris in point of -climate 
is very fmall. The winter amufements of 
the former are more magnificent ; and per- 
haps every conveniency, and moft of the 

luxuries of life, are to be found there in 
greater perfe&ion. During the fummer 
months, by fuperior fkill in agriculture and 

a better tafle in gardening, England difplaya 

fuch 



fuch fcenes of cultivation, of verdure and 
fertility* as no country on earth car} equals 
*To thefe are added the hleffings of liberty ; 
yet few or no foreigners refide in England* 
except thofe fhe maintains entirely at her 
own expence j all the wealthy, after a fhoft 
Vifit tq London, returning to fpend their 
fortunes at Paris. 

Exclufive of pecuniary advantages, it 
flatters the natural vanity of the French to 
find their fociety preferred to that of all 
other people, and particularly to that of 

their proud rivals.— -Let them enjoy this ad- 
vantage ; let them draw to their capital the 
fcllfc, the difiipated, and the effeminate of 
every country in Europe :— but for heaven's 
lake, do you and your friends in parliament 
fall on fome meafure to prevent them from 
engaging the affedions of our induftrious 
brethren of America. 

Such an event would be attended with 
fevers confequences to Great Britain, and 

probably 
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probably to America. There are, however 
£o many repelling points in the American 
and French chafa&ers, that I cannot ima- 
gine the adhefion between them could be of 
long duration, fhould it take place. 

You may naturally fuppofe, from fome 
things in this letter, that the people here are 
in a particular manner inveterate againft 
England in her difpute with America. But 
in reality tHis is not the cafe : for although 
in general they favour America, I have not 
feen fo much moderation on that queftion 
any where as at Vienna. The Emperor, 
when fome perfoh afked which fide he fa- 
voured, replied very ingenioufly, Je fuis par 
metier royalifte.. 

I wifli thofe of our countrymen, who by 
your account feem to be carrying their zeal 
for America too far, would remember qu'ils 
font par naiffance Anglois. 

Juft as I was concluding the above I re- 

« 

ceived yours,informing me that your young 

friend 
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tftend was in a fliort time to fet out oh the 
ufual tour through Europe. I (hall take 
another opportunity of writing to him oh 

* 

the fubjedt you defire j at prefent I mud 

r 

confine myfdf to the few following hints. 

I hope he will always temetaber that vit* 
tue and good fenfe are not confined, to any 
particular place, and that one end of tra- 
velling is to free the mihd from vulgar pre^ 
judices— He ought therefore to form con- 
ne&ions, and live on a focial footing with 
the inhabitants of the different Countries 
through which he paiTesj let hiih at lead 
feem pleafed while he remains aqiong them : 
this is the moft effectual method of making 
them pleafed with him, and of his adcom- 
plifhing every objed he can have in vifiting; 
their country* 






There are infiances of EngUihmeri, who* 
while on their travels >. ftiocfc; foreigners by 
an oftentatJQUs; preference of England tq»- 
: Vol. II. E e all 
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all the reft of the world, and ridicule the 
manners, cuftoms, and opinions of every 
other nation ; yet on their return to their 
own country, immediately afluftie foreign 
manners, and continue during the remain- 
der of their lives to exprefs the higheft con- 
tempt for every thing that is Englifh. 

I hop^'he will entirely avoid fuch perverfe 
and ridiculous affectation. 

The tafte for letters which he has ac- 
quired at the univerfity, I dare fay, will not 
be diminished on claffic ground, or his 
mind be diverted, by a frivolous enthufiafm 
for mufic, or any other paffion, from the 

manly ftudies and purfuits which become 
an Englifh gentleman. 

As he regards the copfidence of his 

friends, the preservation of his character, 

and the tranquillity of his mind, let no 

* ■ 

Example, however high, lead him into the 

prattice.of deep play.? ^ By avoiding gaming 
he willdeeure one kind of independence, 

- ' ' • and 
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and at.cne fame time keep pofleffion of 
another, by continuing the habit of ftudy* 
till the acquifition of knowledge has become 

• * 

one of his moft pleafing amufements. — Un- 
like thofe wretched mortals, who, to drag 
through the dreary hours of life, are con- 
tinually obliged to have recourfe to the 
afliftance of others, this fortunate turn of 
mind will add to his own happinefs, while 
it renders him more ufeful to, and Iefs c]e- 
pendent on, fociety. 

- The preceding fermon, if you think pro- 
per, you may deliver to the young traveller, 
with my beft wifhes. 

Having delayed our journey feveral weeks 
longer than was intended, merely from a 
relu&ance of leaving a place which we have 
found fo very agreeable, we have at length 
determined to fet out for Italy — and are to 
go by the Duchies of Stiria and Carinthia, 
which is a fhorter route than that by the 
Tirol! As the time we are to remain at 

Vienna 
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Vienna will be entirely employe!! , in the 
neceflary* arrangements for the journey* 
and the painful ceremony of taking leave 
of friends, you will not hear again from me 

till we arrive at Venice.— —Mean while, 
I am, &c. 
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